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_ sion, but prurcr guidance,
1

- siasm should be founded on reason, controlled by con-
* science, and directed to action through the will,
. enthusiasn be only subject to these conditions, and it
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CHRISTIAN ENTHUSIASAM.

. We summon our readers to a holy enthusiasm for
the work of the Lotd in tlus year of grace 1886.
The word " enthusiasin,” supposed to have a most
_honourable origin (Geos € tyur), was in sad disgrace
within the memory of many of us. How disappoint.
ing to a young Christian of to-day who takes up Isaac
~Taylor’s * Natural History of Enthusiasm,” with the
expectation of catching from it 1resh inspiration for all
“that is noblest in human endeavur, to find it a disser-
" tation on fanahicism and folly: uind how instructive to
-read Dr. Chalmers' famous seraon on religious en.
- thusiasm and sce how hic had to strug‘glc to rescue,
,not only the word, but the very idca! rom the cone
-tempt into which cven genuine religious carncstness
had fallen, Happily we may consider the word now
“.faitly redcemed, so that it may be safely assumed
“tkat a call to holy enthusiasm will ne* be understood
-as a summons to rehigious mania.
And yet there ts remaming still a widespread sus-
- picion of strong emotional earncstness, especially in
rehigious matters.  Nor 1s this altogether without
‘reason. The emotional nature, standing between the
“lemslative (reason and conscience) and the executive
‘.}wul)powcfs ofa man,and supplying the motive energy
or action, 1s the especial seat of character, and for
‘ttus very reason 1s pecubarly liable te distortion.
‘Passion andl ‘)rcjudncc, which so often obscurc ths
reason and silence the conscience, have their hold
-here; and even obstinacy, which 1s popularly supposed
to be a vice of the will, 1s really a vice of fecling.
"And then, just because itis the especial seat of energy,
the cimottonal nature 1s apt to spurn control. Wc
speak of “fires of passion,” and * fires of enthusiasm®
too ; and such words as *zeal,? “fervour,” are meta-
phors from the action of fire.  Now while fire under
control and dircction is most useful and most neces.
sary, nothing is more apt to get beyond control, and
to work incalculable mischicf after it has transgressed

. its lim:ts.  There is then some reason for the suspi-

cion to which we have referred.  But manifestly the
safeguard against the dangers hinted at is not repres-
Recalling what bas been
said as to the reiation of the feelings to the other
facultics, we may lay it down as necessary that enthu.

Let

is an unmixed good, and may be allowed the fullest
scope with the happiest results. Founded on reason—
this will exclude all visionary enthusiasm ; controlled
by conscience—this wi'l exclude unworthy and undue
cnthusiasin ; directed to action~—this will exclude all
empty enthusiasin ; and the combination of the three
will be a guarantee against spasmodic enthuciasm.,
Now the enthusiasm or fervour, which is so carnestly
commended to us in the Word of God, both by precept
and exanple, is safe inall these respects. 1tis founded
on a system of truth, which comes, not as a mere
speculation of the human mind, but on divine author-
ity. It appeals most powerfully to that which is
highest and best in us, and carries with it the testi.
mony of conscience in so bigh a degree that even
those who most vigorously dispute the divine author-
ity cannot help admiring the lofty morality of the
Christian system. And then it is continually directed
to action, Everything has a gmctical bearing. Holi-
aess of life, and devotion to the best interests of hu-
manity, is the noble end which is unswervingly kept in
view,

It cannot be denied that there are counterfeits of
genuine spiritual earnestness, which are by all means

. 1o be discountenanced. But the lest we have sug-

ested will be found sufficient to distinguish the false
rom the true. Take, for example, the mere physiral
excitement which is characteristic of a certair: kind of
“revival meeting.” Apply the tegts. s the emotion
founded on reason,derived from some {resh and power-
ful view of truth which has been presented to the
mind? Is the conscience called into vigorous action
by the cmotion, and is there awakened an earneat
desire to work out in the future life the good resolu-
tions which the present cinotion so strongly prompt: ?
There are those who think that the essence of sensa-
tionalism is its appealing to the feelings, and hence
supposc that all appeals to the feelings savour of the
sensational. Not atall. It depends on what the feel-
ings are which ave appealed to, If the appeal is to
mere feeling, f.e, to feeling which terminates on it-
self, then it is sensational; but if the arpealis tothose
emotions which prompt the soul to its highest and
holiest cndeavour, it is far ctherwise—there is genu-
ine spiritual power.

Genuine enthusiusm is not measured by words, or
by shouts, or by tears. !tis measured by deerfs. That
which evaporates in words, or rushes out in the es.
caped steam of cloquence, does not count for work.
We ]1avc(1;usl been reading the Memoirs of the late
General Grant—a silent man, who let off no steam,
but had always plenty on. If you would measure the
cnthusinsm with which he advanced to the great
achievement of his life, yon will be all at fault if you

look at what he said, but you will be right if you con.
sider what he did.

There is no objection to rcg)rcsscd enthusiasm, if it |

is onl{ the expression of it that is rci)resscd, and not
the thing itsell.  And yet it is not well to repress too
much the expression of it.  If by cxpression it evajo
rates or cscarcs, then by all means bottle itup, 1t
if by expressing it you give it strength, as is not at alt
unlikely, and not only so, but help to kindle otlier
souls, by all means giveit free expression, Lzt us not
be ashamed of it. ' Be fervent in spirit,” and try 1o
kindle and fan the flame of fervour pure and truc in
other hearts.

Enthusiasm may no: be confounded with excita
bilitv,  Excitabliity may be weakness; enthusiasm 13
st-angth, Excitability may lead to a spasmodic en-
thusiasm, But what is wanted, above all things, is
perseveranceand persistency. The deepest and most
carnest enthusiasm may be found in the calnest
natures. Our Lord Himself could say: *The zcal of
'll'{hir?w house hath caten Me up.” Yt who socalm as

c

Come, then, for a year of high and holy enthusiasm.
Let us stir up our souls and all that is within us. If
there were only half as much Christian enthusiasm in
the land as there is business enthusiasm, ar even
political enthusinsm, what a change we should sce !
And why should there not be allogether as much?
Why should there not be much more?  The author of
“Ecee Homo,” in trying to transiate the Holy Spirit
into the philosephic (?) language of the nincteenth
century, gives as cquivalent, “the cnthusiasm uof
humanity.” There is this much trutn in it, that the
Holy Spirit is the source, and the only source, of
genuine spiritual enthusiasm.  Let us, then, by all
means, in this year of grace opening before us, seek
to **be filled with the Spirit,” the Spirt of God, whoiis
Love—the Spirit of Him who went about deing good
and gave Himself a ransom for others—the Spirit of
Holiness, of Life and of Power.—/. Munro Gibson,

STAY THOU NEAR BY.
BY REV. D, MITCHELL, BELLEVILLE, ONT.

Stay Thou near by, O God above,
Look on Thy child with tender love,
May help to me be always given

To lead me on the way tv Heaven.

Stay Thou near by, let grace be mine,
To make me pure and keep me Thine,
Through all life's way shine Thou on me
That I may nc'er depart from Thee.

'Mid toil and care, stay Thou near by,
Be Thou my Rock more high than I,
In which my soul will find Eer rest
And be with Thee for ever blest,

Stay Thou near by, that when my foes
Would cast me down to lasting woes,
ny bleeding heart will then be free
With hope and joy to look to Thee,

Stay Thou near by, that work be done
‘To honour Thee, my God, alone,
Work—that I lost souls may win
From darkest wvoes, from hell of sir.

O Saviour dear, stay Thou near by
That when to death I'm drawing nigh ;
I may not fear or doubting be,

But still find peace and joy in Thee.

And thzn on wings of faith I'll rise
To Thy pure mansions in the skies,
No more my soul $hall need to cry,
Oh loving Friend, stay Thou near by.

THE STAR IN THE EAST.

The prima _facie view that that star was some super-
natural light, such as the pillar of fite in the wilder-
ness, was the universal opinion in the Church till the
time of Kepler. Butin the month of December, 1603,
there occurred a remarkable conjunction of the two
Iargest planets, Jupiter and Saturn; and in the spring
of the following year the planet Mars jomned in the
conjunction ; and, what made that remarkable con-
junction more remarkable still, a new star of first
anagnitude shone out of the dark sky in their immediate
1 cighbourhood. 'While working on this remarkable
conjunction and apposition, it struck Kepler to make
a resrcgrade calculation in order to ascertain whether
it might not bave been this very conjunction that the
Chaldean astrologers saw at.the beginning of the
Christian era; and what he had boldly guessed came
true to the letter when his calculations were com-
pleted, And thus he was able to tell to the readers of
Matthew in his day that the stur-yzers of Chaldes
had ccen and studied the very cenjunction and con-
steliation that were at that time attracting every eye
in Europe. ‘“About the time of the birth of our
Lord,” says an eminent living astroncmer, who does
not accept this interpretation of the passage,—*at the
birth of our Lord, there can be no doubt that Jupiter
would present to the astronomers of that day a most
magnificent spectacle, 1t was then at its most

| brilliant apparition, for it was at its nearest approach
i to the sun and to the earth, Not far from it would be

scen its duller and much less conppicuous companton,
Saturn.  This glonvus spectacle cominued almost
unaltered for several days, whén the planets again
slowly se-arated, then came to a halt; when again
Jupiter approached for the third time a conjunction
with Saturn, as the Magi may be supposed to have
entered the holy city.  And to complete the fascina-
tion of the tale, about an hour and a half after sunsct
the two plancts might be scen from Jerusalem hanging
as it were in the mendian, and suspended over Beth-
leiem in the distance, No celestial phenomena,”
adds this enunent astronomer- * no celestial phenos
mena of ancient date are so certanly ascertained as
the phenomena in question.”  There were other re-
markable and artesting celestial phenoniena that were
athered into those years in which the Saviour was
ﬁom, and it is surely nether superstition nor undue
credulity to ponder such things with sebriety and
scriousness,  Leibmitz, one of our Western M:\gi has
developed an acute system of philosophy, which he
calls the Doctrine of a Pre-established Harmony,
This 18 nothing less than a philosophic way of statin
what Scripture is full of~namely, that all things wor
togcther from the beginning of the world accordin
to the will and predesunation of Almighty God. An
this remarkable combination of occurrehies now bes
fore us is just an outstanding example of this pre-
established harmony. The things hoic harmonized
are the fulhess to time and the birth of our Lord; the
widespread expectation of the Messiah; the nightly
studies of the wise men of Chaldea, and the remark-
able conjunction of the ruling planets; and then cither
their guidance of the wise men, or, to complete the
harmonions circle of Divincly ordered events, some
miraculously cshibitad! stellar or atmospheric light to
lead the feet of those Mesopotamian proselytes to the
;)radlc of God’s Incarnate Son.—dAlexander Whyte,
.0,

RESULTS OF CONVERSION.

Josepk Cook concludes lus last week's Monday lecs
ture on * Man's Part in Conversion,” as follows :

\What are the results of total sclf-surrender to God,
as known to universal ethical experience? Peace,
spiritual 1llumination, hatred of sin, admiration of
holiness, a strange, new sense ot the divine presence,
a feeling of union with God, a love of prayer. Even
in the sphere which hiatoric Chnstiamity has pot
reached, there will be, after toial scif-surrender, as 1
hold, at least a dim sensc of forgiveness, the feeling
that one can say ‘“Abba, Father”; a new delight in
God’s works and in His Word; love of man; loss of
fear of death; a growing and finally supreme love of
the Father, Redeemer, Ruler, Saviour, which has be-
come the soul’s all.

An evangelist of great experience and wisdom has
distributed many thousands of cards on which were
printed the following evidences of conversion. He
speaks from the point of view of exegetical knowledge.
1 have spoken thus far from the point of view of cthi-
cal science, rtrictly so-called. Let me contrast now
with my results, these results of a practical evangelist.
These are the signs of conversion which Dr. Earle

ives:

8 1. A full surrender _of the will to God.

2. The removal of 2 burden of sin gradually or
suddenly.

3. A new love to Christians and to Jesus.

4. A new relish for the Word of God.

5. Pleasure in secret prayer, at least at times.

6. Sin or sinful thoughts will cause pain,

7. Desire and efforts for the salvation of others.

8. A desire to obey Chnist in His commands and
ordinances,

9. Decp humility and self-abasement,

10. A growing desire to be holy and like Christ,

As palm matches paim, so God’s revelation of Hime
self in His works inatches His revelation of Himself
in His Word.

NOW IS THE TIME.

Perh:\Ps therc is now a “shy, solitary, serious
thought " in your heart about becoming a Chnistian.
If you let it alune it may fly avay like a bird through
a cage door left open, and may never come back. Or
else a ciond of business cares and plans, or perhaps
a pressure of social mvitations will Aock :n, and the
good thought he smothered to death. You have
smothered just such blessed thoughts before. The
thought in your hcart is to become a Christian now :
and the great bell rings out: “ Now is the accepted
time ; behold ! now is the day of salvation.” No soul
was ever yet saved, and no good deed was ever done
to-morrow. Be:careful, ¢ 1 fiiend, lest to-morrow
find you Leyond the world of probation.—Dr. 7. L.
Cuyler.

To restore a commonplace truth to its first un-
common lustre you nced only to translate it into
action.—Coleridge.

. 1 HAVE never any pity fqr conceited people, be-
cause 1 think they carry their comfort about with
them.—George Eliot.
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