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course, was not of great importance in a spintual pant of view s but, in
practice, it waa somethung to bo able to say that they served the Lord
for the bread that thoy ate—tho raument they put on. If, then, they
wero few, let their numbers be inereased ; and f they were uovoted, let
them bo encouraged  Tho Lond eould work great tiungs throngh the
wistrumentahity of a fow.  Ho coneluded with an appeal for assistance in
tho great work of eontinental evangelisation.

The Rev. Mr. Ritcmg, of Dunse, apoke.  The topiea= .1 Spirst of
prager the strength of the church.” Through prayer wo unito vut own
weakness with the grace of God's pronmise, sn which Ommpotence 1s «n-
gaged to ask for haman conversion i answer to believing supplication
By prayer, we bring down that sovereign ageney which secures all need -
fal means for sustaining or enlayging missionary effurta, and also every
<lement of saving pdwer to crown theso with complete succeas—we
movo the hand which moves the world—wo milaence tho mind that
touches alf hearts—we set 1 motion the energy that draws all men to
Saviour. In ourselves wo quail beforc the humblest Chnistian duties,
saymng, * Who is sufficient for these thing 1" but in prayer, we advance
to tho highest missionary enterpnise, exclanming, ** Our sufficiency 8 of
God.” “When we aro weak, then aro wo strong.”  Thus survey tho
tustory of the throne of grace 1 all ages, and you will otserve, while
wothing great has ever been accomplished in religion without prayer, the
Y.ord has looked on his chnrch 1o her supplieation, and said, asto Gideon
«Go m this thy might.”  Wo behotd Jabob left alono at Pentel with the
angel, o wrestles, ho weeps, he makessupplication, and * as a prince ho
fas power with God, and provails.”  Wesco Moses on the mount with
fsrael beneath in confliet with Amalcek, in tho valley of Replidin, when
fio holds up lushand Istacl prevails, when ho Jets down hiahand Amalek
prevails; and as they stay up his hands ull the going down of tho sun,
Isracl discomfits Amalek with the edge of the sword.  And was it not
1n answer to prayer that the sun stoud sull over Gibeon, and the mounin
the valloy of Aigulon? Was it not in answer to prayer that Judah was
vedeemed from captivaty in Babylun, and restored in peace to the land of
tho covenant? Then how nughty were the triumphs of prayer on the day
of Pentecost.  As we look on that motley assemblage, gathered around
¢ho Galilean fisherman, as wo behold one after another piereed with con-
viction of sin till thousands are subdued under tho truth, and cry nut,
«Men and brethren, what shall we do,’—=wo may wonder how instru-
mentality so feeble accomplished results so glorious. And isit nota
fact as humbling to man, as it is honouning to God, that ail revivals of
goligion, whether at home cr abroad, are traceable, not so much to the
eminence of gifts in preaching, as to special manifestations of secret and
social prayer 1 How often, after long soasons of fruitlesa labour and in-
creasing difliculties, have tho servants of God been brought to cry,“ O
Lord, wo have no might against this great company. and we know not
what to do, but our eyes are upon ‘Thee, and it is nothing with Thee to
savo by many or by few™ It was in a special prayer meeting of four
young men, in a meadow, that tho American Board for Forcign Missions
originated ; and what are the twenty-two thousand Christian worshippers
gow gatherod by their missions in tho Sandwich Islands alone, but just a
acstimony of the Lord's hearing tho acedy’s_humblo prayers? Is it not
a commendation of prayer, as the element of the Church’s strength, that
all the piety and lifo of hot members hero find common expression for
tier increasot ‘The rich alone can afford large contributions, tho gifted
alono can bring greattalentsto sustain or diffuso tho truth, but the poorest
and humblest of belicvers can pray, and thys tho means which possess
the mightiest power for Zion's increase are constantly available for all
ker children. Let usnot forget, however, the character of the prayer
chat prevails with God It is  tho effectual prayer of a rightcous man”
—tho prayer that takes cffeet in correspanding action, the prayer that
cocks its own answer, by employing suitable means to gain what it de-
sires from God  If gifts that might bo rendered are refused while sup-
plications aro offered, the denial of contributions is a condemnation of
prayers, and theso being fruitloss ara proved to be worthless  Butlet
Sumble potitions bo combined with haly actions, and then “God, even
our God, will bless us” Let those who whopray that the wealth of the
earth may bo offered to Christ give of their substance as God hath pros-
pered thom—let thoss who pray “tho Lord of tho harvest to send forth
fabourers into his harvest,” give themselves to the work according to the
il of God, and so will #dhe Lord save us, we shall be a blessing, and
our hands shall be strong.”

Tho Rev. H. M. Wappser then rose, and remarked that the subject
on which ho had been called to speak was the misson on the western
coast of Central Africa. First of all, [ havo three important facts to
state for tho encouragement of all interested in the welfare ofthe African
contineat. Oae is, that the progress of discovery has mado such ad-
wanees within the 1ast fow years from the N. and S, E. and W, that not
more than one-fourth part of tho whole—tho central regions—remain
wholly unknown, and theso aleo, it is to bo hoped will, within a fow
years, be traversed and laid opon to the view of the world. A second is,
Dotwithstanding the increase of mission and trading setlements, from the
river Gambia southward and round the coast of Guinca to tho Equatpy,
no such mortality prevails now as once rendered the name of the Afrigan
coast terrible. Either the climate of the country is smproving, or spme
of thie incidental causas of diseaso aro ceasing, or tho means of carejand
eure are increasing. It need no longer be dreaded as fatal to Europdans.
The third fact is, that the slave tradc, so long the crime and curse both
of Europe and Africa, is virtually at an end along tho wholo westernisea
board of that continent both north and south of the lino. 1 state this fyct
‘on the suthority of @ recent letter from Mr. Goldie, who had it from tho
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eammander of ono of H. M. cruisers Iatoly vimung the Calabar river.
C madering these grea facts, may wo not see that the Lond in his wis-
dom and mightiness is preparing the way for the speody fultilment of
that old prediction, ** Fthmpia shall soan stretels out her hands unto God 1™
Ta come closer 1o our point, 1 would in a few wards stato tho present
c-ndition of our unsann at Calabar, in onder to shaw that it has now
attzined a position which cnables us 1o spread abroad, and requires ite
exteatin  Tho consuderation of this pent furnishes cause for great
gratitude to God, and enevuragement to persevere in the wotk o has put
juta our hands. 1 That the mssionarics have been so long spared,
beyond all expectatinn, ma_measuro of health and strength, to do the
work ol God there Sinse the death of our beloved brather, Jameson,
n arly six yeams ag, o breach lian been made in our company, though
tho number of agents has inereased 2 “That the externala of the mis-
#ion are now s well arranged, that we need not depend any longer on
the Weat Indiea for supply of labourera  Thoy may now go direct from
this country to Calabar, with searcely maro immediato danger than they
would to the West ar East Tndies 3 ‘That the languago of the country
has been mastered, and is now spoken, written and printed by your mis-
sinnaries ; and tho Word of God 1s already in part translated into & lan-
guage in which no book was ever weitten before 4 That tho preaching
of tho gospel publicly, and from heuad ¢ Souse, and the education of she
children, have begun to take effect in various ways The good-will and
confidence of same of the chief people has been sccured ; & great number
have leazned to read and understand tho Bible both in their own language
and ours, and can writo letters in both; tho majotity of the jouths-of
ihe tawns where we live, are on our sido for social and nioral improve-
ment , and some of them givo evidenco of being in tho way of salvation.
5 ‘That snme great breaches have been made in tho strongholds of their
ancient superstitinns and barbarous customs, by the abolition of human
sacrifices,—the preservation of twin-born infants, heretofore destroyed,—
and the gradual abandonment of the ordeal of the poison-ewt in logal
investigations conecrning imputed witcheraft and other veputed erimen.
6 ‘That a beginning has been madoe in the obscrvanco of tho Christian
Sabbath, by tho cessation of public markets thereon in one town, and the
limitation of them in others, and by the voluntary ceasation of work that
day by somo chiefpcaplo even on their distant farms. 7. That the coun
try has been explored in different directions as far as eighty niles from
our centre of operations, a long way there, and not casily travelled ; and
various important and healthy Incalities found, for tho scttlement of
new mission statiens, at diverso but convement distances, and which
my be soon oceupied, if the Church will only furmish tho men to cccupy
them. Tho mission work at Calabar, thus cflectually commenced,
should now be extended.

The Revy Mr. Guxiox then said—tho subject assigned to mo 1s, ** Pro-
gress the Safety of the Chursh* The phrascology, 1 am sure, 18 not
designed to convey tho impression, aither that the church can perish, or
that it can fail to advance. * Tho church in danger” sounds the most
absurd of all conccivable cries. The emblem of the church has always
been tho bush which Moses saw, with innocent flame playing amid its
leaves—rendering no shade of greenncas less fresh—only appeanng to
destroy. A few years shall witness the paimter’s colours fade from a
wrotting canvass ; tho marble of tho sculptor shall soon 1ndicate that
it enjoys no excmption from decay ; time shall leavo no trace of thase
undertakings which outrivalling the pyramids, distinguish our mechanionl
generation ; but effects have beca produced in every converted soul which
shall reman while God fas being and cternity continuance.  Tho church
however, cannot be stationary any more than it can bo insccure. That
progress is the safety of the church will perhaps most casily sppear by
supposing all Christian aggression at an end. The bearing, to any
extent, of man’s efforts on the safety of the church, furnishes a motive of
stopendous strength to canctify ambition. Were tho lust of power di-
rected by inteiligence, warriors would perhaps bo pedegogues ; and pro-
bably our last prime mumster would again sct about expounding the
parables for children. In respect of at least the very highest influence
over mankind, you might venture to weigh the humblest schoolmaster
who inculeates occasional leasons of wisdom or picty against Nimrod or
Napolcon. Soon does the field of battle refuse to tell of garments rolled
i blood. Soon does the grass cover up tho prints of the war-steed’s
hoof, Soon docs the mound, under which myriads occupy an uncoffined
and unshrouded grave, appear not different from any natural clevatiqp.
Soon doestho village that was Iaid in ruins ok as it did before the fight
raged around its hcmes—with its old men basking in the sun and its
children tiowing bubbles on the grass. A short time silences tho echoes
of the orphan's wail, and to tho widew herself vouchsafes 3 tearless
choek. But the traces of Christian effort are more ineflaceable than the
lotters which are chisolled deepest on tho hardest rocks.

GENFERAL SYNOD GF THE ASSOCIATE AND ASSOCIATE
REFORMED CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES.
Psrrsaurc, May-96th, 1353,
Two Synods have been in session in this city during the past week,—
the General Synod of the Associate or Secession Church, and the General
Synod of the Aseociate Reformed Church of the West. The most pro-
minent object which has engaged their attention is the question of a unlon
between the two hodies. As the preciee position of the various Presby-
terianbodjes of the country may not exactly be understood by all your
readers, they may be aided, periaps, by & briefhittorical statement.



