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ext week is to be naval week in St.
John. The eoming of Admiral Douglas and
tthrec of the war ships of his North Am-
etican squadron marks in event in civie
history mot lightly to be regarded. The
emnual cruise of the R. K. Y. Club is the
local contribution to the year’s naval eu-
gagements. It is to be regretted that
. Coémmodore Thomson and his 4olly, fresh
whter tars are to be absent from the
greeting to be given by the citi-
zens to the ° admiral and his
blue jackets. But the date of the
ennual cruise of the R. K. Y. C. was deé-
ciled upon last February and owing to the
coming of outside yachts to join in tbe
cruise it was impossible to change it.
ieut. Governor Snowi opens the
néval éngagement with a public reception
in the York Theatre and mo doubt will
have the léyal eupport of the 8t. John
people in this, his first, social meeting with
our citizens and citizenesses, Then there
is a dinner at the Union Club by the offi-|
cots comimanding Military District No. §,
a lawn party at the mayor’s beautiful
summer place at Rothesay, besides enter-
tainment in the homes of prominent eiti-
zers. All in all it will be a jolly week.
And the navy will own St. John for the
time.

’ —

It was in the smoker of the Sussex ex-
prees and the merchant was making him-
eelf agreeable by passing off a few ancient
ones, conundrums and othiers. He had just
asked the conundram, “What sort of a
warmrior does ‘a tan . if, he were
to eat his motherindaw?’ There was a
sickly silence, broken by the brakeman’s
call of the station to whidh the humorist
wae journeying. Then there was a shrill
voice through the open door demanding
the whereabouts of her son-in-Jaw. It was
the, joker’s wife’s mother and ge fled. As
he passed out the car door he turmed with |
a look of revulsion on his face and whis-
pered “Gladiator.” Fortunately the oid
lady didn’t hear him, or there would have
been trouble of a serious nature in one
suburban family, and the old fady wouldn’t
hiive been the sufferer either.

There has been plenty of fun among
the customs officials this past week. It will
be remembered that a fiumber of patriotic
Canadians of Irish birth or descent peti-
tioned parliament to set St. Patrick’s Day

.aside as a public holiday. This applica-

tion was refused on 'the ground that there
were already a sufficient number of public
Holidays in ‘Canala. Some wag among the
dustoms employcs here noticed that the
12th of July falls this year on Bunday,
and it occurred to him that there was &
aplendid. opportunity to have some funi.
Approaching a fellow worker of Irish ex-
traction he mywteriomsly intimated that
the Orangemen’s petition had evidently
been granted as the 12th of July was to
be a public holiday. Here was treason of
the boldest description. To refuse to make
St. Patrick’s Day a holiday and to turn
Orange Day into a general celebration was
something no free born Irishman could
permit. The matter was freely discussed:
in animated groups, and one loyal son of
the church announced that he had been &
Grit for 35 years, but this was too much
for flesh and blood to bear. His beloved

 Jeader Laurier thad sold himself to the
| énemy, and never so long as he lived could

he ever again cast a vote for him. Then
eome of the leds ‘excited discovered the
'io'ke, and of course that made them more
eniroiis of working it off on some other
poor innocent. And so there has been a
turmoil of a laughable kind in the big
gtone building on the water front. It is
andéerstood the joker takes his holidays
today so he will be safe for a fortnight at
Jeast from the wrath of his gullible victims
before this expose gains general circula-
tiom.

A good many people are very quick to
recognize family or personal resemblances
even in very young children. But it is a
dangerous faculty as one gentleman found
to his chagrin recently. He was. calling on
a family in the Wet End, and found that
there had been a new arrival since his
previous virit. He wanted to know whether
the child looked like the father or the
mother and a young lady friend who was
dtopping at the house and who was ac-
quainted with his hobby of child resembl-

ances informed him it was twins—both
girls, This interested him and he offered
a friendly wager he could detect the re-
gemblance in each child to one or other
branch of the family. The lady accepted
the wager, and going up stairs brought
down the baby. He at once detected a
strong resemblance to the mother, ana the
child was taken away, its dress changed
and again produced as the second tw .
He decided therz was little or no resembl-
ance between the babies such as is com-
monly supposed to exist between twin chil-
dren, and that the eecond one took after
its father’s family in facial expression aad
features. Yes he was quite sure of it, un-
til he learned tiat the two children were
one when he acknowledged the laugh wae
on him. To his credit be it said he paid
the wager without demur.
S

_ The birth of a first child in a family
is alwaye a matter of great interest but it
isn’t- often tha:c it happens just in time
to save the reputation for veracity of a
neighbor. It happened in a rather cuci-
ous way this week. Two families occupied
the respective flats of a city house, the
upstairs family having recently moved 'n.
The pastor of a city church was ealling
on the downstairs family and casually
asked for information about the upstaire
neighbor. It happened that the neighbdr
wes @ youmg man well known to the
preacher, and he manifested interest in
him. Aftér asking several questions eoa-
cerning him and his wife, he naturally
inquired what family he had. “None,” the
lady was about to tell him, when the wail
of a new born babe sounded from the floor
above . “Ome child,” the lady continued
with thappy readiness, “that is it you hear
crying.”’ “Is it a boy or girl?” This ques-
tion made the lady smile for you cannot
usually tell the eex of a new born by its
first wail. But this child continued to use
its lungs so forcibly that the lady replied
“It’s a boy, I think, but I have never
seen it.” The parson was perpared to re-
monstrate with her on her lack of neigh-
borliness, when the lady explained that
the baby had Leen born since the parson’s

arrival in the house.
CHATTERER.

MOUKT LLSON SUMMER
"% SCHOOLOF METHODS,

Sackville, N. By July 16—This unigue
assembly opened with an introductory
meeting held in the Methodist church on
Friday evening last, Dr. Andrews, profes-
sor of science and Sunday sdhool superin-
tendent, presiding, A full choir led the

" .~—-gihging afid Rev. A. Lucas led in prayer.
i ~ The first 4ddréss was one of welcome
and broall ‘veview of Bible work by Dr.
Allitors; a riéf address from  Rev. Mr.
Langille, of Halifax. These were followed
hy brief addresses from the two visiting

lecturers—Prof. St, John, of Slattburg,

New York, and Miss Martha TLawson,
fiom New Jersey. Prof. St. John recipro-
cated the welcome which had been so
theartily accorded- Although he had never
before been to these eastern provinces he
believed that the Sunday school workers
bad sent some of their best to the Bible
Normgl College in which hé had .the privi-

lege to be am-instructer. These made him -

long to ree more like them. He had come
to bring a message called the New Educa-
tion. A message mnew in some better
forms, but yet as old as nature and the
Word of God- It wasin the spirit of Him
who said, “Suffer the little children to
come unto me.” - He said there have beea
three types of instruction to the young.
He read from a theological book for the
young written about 100 years ago and of
which a much more recent Teprint had
Peen, - This was strong in doctrine of de-
pravity and penalties. ;

. The second illustration was read from
a book of “goody-goody” children whidh

hafl noae of the buoyancy which we L’ke‘

to see in childhood today.
Iis third illustration was from a modern‘

country school house; an apt teacher with .

a simple story which ded scholars back
from curelty to sympathy one great to-
wards God.

Misa Lawson exprésed her gladness to
be here. ‘She came to work for students
and teachers of emall children and help
them to umite home and Sunday school for
the child, She drew a vivid picture of
fhe child first going to school, and man-
ner which should mark the teacher till
the child had gained its earings and over-
come fear and curiosity. The responsibil-
ity the teacher was shown when a little
child pensisted Jesus could mot be best for
his teacher was the bestest in the world.
Her address was one of tenderness
and beauty. Both thesé instructors won
the confideaée of the large number of
‘prospective students who for ten days will
st under their instructions.

The enroliment had been made under
E- R. Machum, who is secretary and chief
promoter of ‘this movement. e univer-
sity authorities would have considered
seventy-five students a good token of suc-
cess, but 146 students were ‘entolled on
the first day, and many more yet expect-
y ed. TPour of ‘these are all the way from
4 New Jersey and the others from almost all

parts of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
P. E. Island.

. All are fed and sheltered happily in the
University Residence, where they seem
like ome large and happy family of grown-
ups.

On Tuesday morning they responded
well to the bells for rising for breakfast,
and for prayers, They secmed to be easy
to bring .into collége form, but do not seem
yet to have caught the college yell.

At 9 a. m., in College Hall, the roll was
called by Mr. Machum, when 112 respond-
ed to their names, and the school at once
began in earnest under Miss Lawson on
departmental work. She is a teacher of
pleasing manner, and her class was quick-
ly on good terms and very attentive as
the many questions which the class asked
were good proof. Pencils were busy and
students laid up treasures in mind and
mote book, which in.days to come will en-
rich the small as well as large schools
from whence these teachers come.

After & few minutes of change and rest,
Prof. 8% John proceeded with the first of
ageeries of lessons on Child Study and

; wge ogy.  His stabements of the changes
TNPIEI . o e pobjoct; ‘he
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periods through which “we have passed,
and the increasing harmony which science
has brought with God’s plans, were force-
ful and clear. He illustrated by charts
and urged efforts to kmow the child and
better interpret his conduct so as to work
in harmony with God’s plans. This was
a etrong opening of the subject which he
will teach, and judging from the many
questions which his class asked it met
the earnest response of wakeful minds.

Dr. Andrews followed with the subject
Genesis and Geology. To the younger
teachers this was pcrhqps a new subject,
but they will see more in that first chap-
ter of Genesis than ever before. At noon
the class had recess for dinner.

At 2 p. m., Prof. St. Jolin opened the
discussion of The Service of Punishment.
fle dealt clearly with {%¢ principle of
penalties in the home. Iy extracts from
Joanathan Edwards he showed the harsh
views once prevailing. The aims of pun-
ishment and motives for obedience were
strongly set forth. k

. He was followed by Miss Lawson on]

Romé Factors in Religious Education. This
section was on What shall we teach a
child about giving? She dealt with fund-
amental principles affecting home life and
primary class work, gave simple vivid il-
lustrations and met the questions from
her class.

The closing lesson of the day was given
by Rev. A. Lucas, field secretary of New
Brunswick Sunday School Association.
The subject was Personal Work- Section
1. The Spiritual Equipment of Officers
and Meachérs, Most of these who are
come undér these names in Sunday school
work. The importance of their office, and
the acquirement of such qualifications as
‘needed were presented.

Fhe elass Boon scattered to the croquet
grounds, and ténnis courts, or to leisure
strollings amid verdant scenes of Sack-
ville, When the shades of might fell they
assembled in the Eurhetorian Hall, where
Dr. Andrews iaterested them by a stere-
opticon exhibit, the Rev. George M. Young
being the lecturer on the scenes which
passed upon the canvas. The scenes were
suggestive and drew forth a delightful re-
sponse from the audience who, without
lamp or instrument, sang appropriate
venses from many sacred songs. It was
a fine evidence of the mental and religous
condition, also of the vocal ability of the
audience. This was a happy close to a
memorable day in the lives of this class.

The school of Thursday morning was
more intense than that of Wednesday.
Mrs. Muirhead, of Halifax, opened with a
Jesson wupplementary work as worked out
by the Nova Scotia Sunday School Asso-
ciation, which on_this point has doae bet-
ter than them all. Her teachings were
clear and inducive to use such, whether
the school was graded or not.

Miss Lawsoa then took up blackboard
work. Your  correspondent guarantees
that the verdict of the majority would be.
This one leson if alone would have been
enough to come all the way from New
Jersey to impart. Many teachers, after
this lesson, believe the can learn to draw,
though they always thought they could
not.

Mr. 8t. John’s theme was the kindergar-
ten period of childhood. His charts were
in large type, his exposition clear as light,
and the interest of his class intense.
Their questions were limifed by the time
at which the class must close.

Dr. Andrews further developed Genesis
and Geology. He used the b'ackboard and
rock specimens as illustrations and deep
interest was manifested. Many pupils
would like to take more time on such a
theme, going slow to take it in.

The afternoon is to be given to drives
over marsh, etc., under Dr. Andrews’
guidance, and the evening to class work.

MOUTH OF OLD COAL -
MINE IN GLACE BAY STREET,

Glace Bay, July 14—(Special)—~Today
the men engaged in excavating Commerdi-
all street for the purpcse of laying a rewer
pipe were surprised to come suddenly
upon an opeming which proved to be the
Id hanbor pit which had been opened by

the old Glace Bay Mining Company thirty
Fhied T ‘
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SERNTOR DICKEY
 OF ANHERST DEAD

Veteran ' Politician Succumbs
After a Lengthy lliness,
Aged 92 Years,

4

HIS CAREER

Deceased Was One of the Fathers
of Confederation, and Lived in the
Reign of Five British Sovereigns--
A Great Benefactor to NativeTown.

Ambherst,- N. S, July 14—(Special)—
Hon. R. B. Dickey, after months of weary
illness, passed away today at the ripe old
age of 92.

In the death of Senator Dickey not only
iCumberland, but the dominion loses one
of the most highly esteemed men, one who
{hras taken a prominent place in many o
the councils of this dountry and one to
whom Ambherst, in particular, is :udebted
for much of its progress and ovosperity.

Deceased was ever interested in this his
native town and many are the mopuments
that testified to his generosity, among
which may be mentioned the laal oeem-
pied as a public cemetery, the town clock
on St. Stephen’s church and the land on
wihich the magnificent public hospital is
now being erected, arc among the many
gifts which he has generously donated to
the town.

‘A member of St. Stephen’s Presbyterian
churceh, he was a most generous supporter
and regular attendant until failing health
prevented.

In politics he was a Conservative, taking
an aotive part in the councils of his party
up to a few years ago.

e is survived by three children, James
A., exmayor of Ambherst, with whom he
lived at the time of his death; Mary, wife
of H. E. Milner, C. E., of Norwood, near
London (G. B.); Bllen, the wife of M. W.
Maynard, of the department of railways
and_canals, Ottawa. His wife was Mary
Blair Stewart, daughter of the late Hom.
Alexander Stewart, C. B., of Halifax, who
died April 30, 1895.

Senator Dickey lived in the reign of five
British sovereigns, the last eight yeers of
that of George III, the ten years’ reign
of George TV, the seven of William IV,
the sixty-two of Queen Victoria, and the
early period of King Edward.

THe was called to the bar of this prov-
ince at the age of twenty-one and to that
of New Brunswick the following year. He
was the senior member of the bar of this
province. In 1863 he avas appointed a
queen’s counsel, in 1858 and 1865 he 'was
a \delegate from the Nova Scotia govern-
ment %o England on the subject of the In-
tercolonial mailway, and from the earlier
date mentioned and indeed for years be-
fore until the consummation of this great
highway linking the provineces together was
its ardent advocate.

Tn 1864 he was a delgate to the Char-
l6ttetown and Qucbec union conference.
He was a member of the legislative coun-
il of Nova Scotia from January, 1858, un-
il confederation, twhen he was called to
the senate, of which he has been an active
member and in regular attendance ab each
session until this year, when failing health

k4t oo LR

preveated,

THE CANADIAN
- MILITIA- BILL

P

Chamberlain Wanis to Confer
With Minister of Militia
About It.

PR

CANADA’S IMMIGRATION.

Opposition Member Criticizes -the
Class of People Coming to This
Country -- Roche and Ross at
Nova Scotia Defend the Interior
Department.

Ottawa, July 14—(Special)—Mr. Bell, of
Pictou, on motion to go into supply, read
a cable message, stating that the colonial
secretary had asked for a conference with
the Canadian minister of militia on the
Canadian miitary bill. He wanted to
know if this was true.

Sir Frederick Borden eaid that Hon.
Mr. Chamberlain had evidently noticed
that a militia bill was proposed for Canada
and he had asked if after thé session the
Canadian minister of militia could visit
England and discuss the details of the
bill with him and the British secretary
for war. Sir Frederick said that the prime
minister had already concurred in the pro-
posal of Mr. Chamberlain.

The house approved of a resolution pro-

viding for the abrogation of steamehip in-
epection and the regulation of napths
Jaundhes and yachts, and another amend-
ing the masters and mates act by provid-
ing a new certificate called the “home
trade certificate” asked for by the coast-
ing and fisheries interest. :
The question of immigration was dis-
cussed in the house today- W. Wilson,
of Lennox, répeated his speech of last
session that the government was not par-
ticular enough in its efforts to keep out
diseased and undesirable immigrants.
Mr. Wilson is the immigration eritic of
the opposition. In the old Conservative
days there was no immigration to eriti-
cise beyond the stuffed returns of the ag-
ricultural department, which has been
since exploded. Mr. Wilson was opposed
to the employment of immigration agents
on commission and he wanted the system
done away.-with. He criticized the immi-
gration literature and eaid that what
was wanted in Canada was quality aad
not quantity. :
Trachoma was one of the forbidden dis-
eases, Frequently whole families were
transported because of one ‘infected child.
Those people were not paupers; they had
little means but enough. They were clean,
moral and thard-working. They were the
sort of people wanted in Canada-

Hon. Wm. Ross (Victoria) said that
the whole talk:had been a wasbe of time
and if it was persisted in members would
have to send dor their winter clothing,
He spoke highly of the class of immigrants
arriving at Halifax, He said the depart-
ment of immigration was doing good work.

Mr. Bell (Pictou) followed, dealing with
the expenditure of the department.

An amendment to the fisheries act was
introduced by Hom. Mr. Prefontaine. It
provides for the use of explosives im
whale hunting, also trap mets and purse
scines on the Pacific.

At the railway committee today an act
to incorporate the Prince Edward Idand
Ferry Company came up for consideration
Mr. Bmmerson had charge of the bill.
Those asking incorporation were H. C.
Reid, of Sackville; E. Bayfield Wiliams,
Charlottetown; Hon. F. Poirier, Shediac
(N. B.); B. F. Pearson, Halifax (N. 8.),
and Geéorge E. Hughes, Charlottetorn.
Mr. Emmerson explained the bill which
was for a ferry mear Cape Traverse 1o
Cape Towmentine and to construct the
neceseary railway to connect the ferry
with the Intercolonial. The bill was al-
lowed to stand, as centain partics wanted
to be heard.

NEWPORT GREATLY PLEASES
THE COUNTESS OF MINTO.

Newport, R. T., July . 13.—Invitations
continue to be showered upon the Countess
of Minto, wife of the governor-general of
Canada, and her daughter, Lady Eileen
Elliot. Since their arrival on Friday they
have received cards by the scores.

They attended Trinity church yesterday
and many townspeople, as well as cot-
tagers, had gathered there in advance to
obtain a glimpse of them. The programme
for the entertainment of the countess to-
day included a Juncheon by her host, For-
mer Senator Wolcott, at Pinard cottage
No. 1, and a dinner by Mrs. Clews at the
Rocks. The Countess of Minto and her
daughter are so delighted with Newport
that they drive a great deal, and Mr.
Lispenard Stewart has placed his horses
and carriages at their disposal, a courtesy
which is very much appreciated.

Frost has fblighted thousands of acres
of potatoes in Ireland. Nothing like it
‘has been known since the blight of 1847.

ey e}

Nature's Remedy §
for Diarrhgpal

THE BAIRD CO’Y, usnet
PROPRIRTORS

“SOODSTOCK, N.B.

Little cared Janet Grigsley how she look-
ed, stahding on the flat stome which did
duty as step at the back door.
felt was the question uppermoat in Mrs
Grigsley’s agitated mind.

Roscoe had done it again, Ficked a quar-
rel and was now retreating around the hen
houss, not because of discomfiture, bet for
fresh ammunition in the way of biting col-
loquial adjectives, his supply having been
exhausted before that of Jaunet, whose lin.
. guistieal abilities wera of a character to be
‘admired or dreaded according to mood.

She knew her irrate spouse would soon
\return, liverally charged to the muzzle and
rensw the attack, for a few minutes of pon-
dering over real or fancied grievances
brought to Roscoe a fresh stock of wither-
ing words and new methods of verbal as-
sault.

Janet's arms were akimbo. Her gray
locks awry. A dull red showed in her sal.
low cheeks. In her black eyes gleamed the
light of battle. The nostrils above her set
mouth quivered with warlike emotion. She
was ‘mad clean through.’ So was the now
invisible Roscoe, muttering angrily in his
stronghold, He was an offensive fizhter—
very offensive, His wife fought on the de-
fensive with equal dexterity, always getting
| in the last word.

A little matter had kindled this fire, as
usual With the really devoted pair, igni-
tien of temper occurred about four times a
year. Pérhaps it was the everlasting strain
of farm work, with the absence of any so-
ciety but that of an ocoasional hired man,
for their home was of a retired nature, sit-
uated on & cross road.

After the snapping of .the ocord, it had to
be tied again. Both vied with willing fin-
gers in this commendable process, but the
string of their years showed & good many
knots.

Roscos had stepped on the dog’s tail—not
8 pure accident, but to wake him up. He
had waked up, Worse, he had waked the
echoes, Janet was nervous that morning,
having burned her fingers on & flatiron. A
jamp on her part knocked this same offend-
er from the edgs of the ramge. It fell on
thae toe of Roscoe.
exclamation; Mrs Grigsley favored the un-
fortunate with a rebuking glare—the scow
of the shocked. Her husbapd repeated the

all the clumsy—’
He was interrupted at this point. ‘Go
outgide fer yer cussin’, ye onregererate son

bu'stin’ out inter séch language. Go outl’

You'va swore yerself, Janet Grigsley.
How "bous the time ye fell inter the cistern?
How ’bout the day ye tumbled flah in the
mud with yer best clothes on goin® ter
church—an’ going ter church, too—a-a-a—?’

“Yer an insultin’, unforgivin’, inconsiderit,

persecutin’, oncharitable man. Ye know
them waé slips of the tongue, an’ ye prom-
jsed mot ter bring ’em up ag'in me, ever.
Now, fer nothin’ yer do. @it about yer biz-
ness, quick, or I shall forgit myseli.’
_ ‘Thet vongue of yourn flies 'round jest
chasin’ itself an’ sayin’ nothin’,’ sneered
Roscoe. ‘Ain't ye got no self-control, like
me? If I waster once let out on yér—’

This was the ‘red rag.”’ Al the way to
the kitchen door they wrangled with an un-
tiring st of recrimi Then M,
Grigsley retired, hot with wrath, but unde-
feated, leaving Janet on the step, still snap-
ping out scattering shots.

The peaceful, cloudless sky, the warm
May sunshine, the happy warblings of birds
gratetul for the chance to live ‘and love and
work, brought no ealm to these indignant
souls. Softly the breeze fanned Janels
heated features. Perfumes from Natura’s
fair new blossoms blew to that uplifted
nose. Fall lilacs at her right, shading the
approach from the road, hummed with song
of bees, and all about the tidy farm dwelt
an atmosphere of gentleness and soft trane
quillity. Everywhere, save in the hearts of
those who, minding not the soothing gitts of
heavea for the composure of human frail-
ties, thought only of strife renewed.

‘He’s comin’,’” muttered the woman,
clenching her long, brown fingers, ‘I'll fix
him.’

Yes, Roscoe was approaching, defiant of
aspect, and evidently primed for effective
onslaught. :

‘Sannin’ yerself? he observed, caustical.
ly.  ‘No work to do, Is’pos-?’

'l work when I've taught you a lesson,’
returned Janet, hotly. Then the battle
raged.

They did not notics the man standing be-
hind the lilacs until he stepped suddenly
into view, so close, their gesticalating hands
might have touched the well-clad figure.
The vituperation of the Grigsleys ceased
instantly. They glowered angrily at the
st ranger

‘Good,’ he observed, coolly. ‘Iive learnad
alot. Why, this is just what I wanted.
Excuse my taking notes. I needed them.
If my wife could oaly have been here, Bless
me! We'd have joined forces ’ ;

‘Who in thunder are you?' growled Ros-
coe, ‘If yon've got any business, go 'tend
to it.’

The man laughed pleasantiy. He was
young and carried his straight figure like a
goldier The old farmer eyed him with a
-cautious estimate of the result of a possible

tion

fl physical struggle. -

‘T'm only a ehap who has had one of these
nice little family differences,” said the in-
truder, cheerfully, ‘Firat one we ever had.
Pshaw! Ididn’t say half enotgh, but I'll
know how to s1il in now. My wife! she is
only twenty-three, too—rather got the best
of me, and [ came away.’

Janat's grim lips wrinkled in a trinmphant

smile. Rogcoe scowled.
‘And she is waiting for me all ready to

begin again,’ grinued the stranger, ‘but

| after heating you got it, I guess I can re-

duce her. For repartee and piquancy, you
people are experts. My friend here,’ point-
ing to the amazsd G'rignley.rwho was won-
dering what elementa of wrath ‘wora being

designated, ‘has showed me exactly what to

How she |

He uttered an impious ;

offence with variations, and loudly adding: |
‘Don’t ye put on no airs befere me? Ain’ |/
ye satisfied with most breakin’ my foot? Of |

of Belial; you profes's.in' ter be a decent man |.
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gay, #nd how to say it. I may not use just
his words, bat I've the idea, Oh! I'll get
the best of Octavia.’

Janét was scowling now, The eyes of the
old couple met, and their ire faded to a dis
mal glance. ‘Octavia,” that was the baby’s
name She had been buried years ago, but
every Spring they covered the tiny moss-
grown grave with flowers, To them it was
a pame sacred and beautiful.

‘Don’t ye dare! spoke Mrs] Grigsley
thickly, with a stern intonation,

¢Dare? smiled the man, ‘I wouldn't miss
it for the world. Do you imagine I'm going
$o back down., She cried pretty hard, and
that will have a weakening effect. I'll hur-
ry home while I feel like it. Hearing you
started me up again.’

0Old Roscoe’s shining orbs blazed with a
new anger. ‘Will yer? he exploded, sav-
agely. ‘Young man you go hum and make
up. Promise me thet! If not, I swar’ I'll
tan ye? Ikin! We folks was half foolin’.
Anyway, we warn’t rehearsin’ ter make a
poor young gal trouble.”

‘Yes,” chimed in Janeb, ‘ye are a mean,
intendin’ revengeful critter. I'll set the
d gonyer. Jest limberin’ our tongues fer
practice, an’ you a listenin’. Mebbe we got
he’t up a mite, but our ways needn’t be
yourn. Go home, as“Ro:coe says, an’ say
youw're sorry. Started yer up, hey? Don't
yer use us fer no backin’.’

The stranger laughed again, then looked
gerious. ‘Threats don’t scare me,” he waid,

but perhaps I misunderstood you. I
tramped out here to get over it—to tell the

truth a thing struck me just after Il
while trying to think how I should retu
and pitch in. Said I to myself, ‘Suppos:
go back and find Octavia dead? Anc
cooled off mighty quiok, Then I he:
your voices and it set me going. Of cou
such a notion was nonsensical, but—" L
paused in amazement at the effect of hi
words. ‘Why! he stammered. ‘Why!

Certainly those were tears on the wrinkled
cheeks, and their hands were reaching
simultaneously. They seemed unaware of
any presence but their own.

‘Promise us yer won't,’ said the old farm-
er, appealingly, turning a straiced face.
Janet, speechless, nodded.

‘I see I was altogether mistaken,” ob-
gerved the caller, qumickly. ‘Yes, I guess
you are right. I’ll do as you say.’

Glancing back as he left them, he saw t
old man’s arm go round the straight wai _
and the woman’s head fall on the br
shoulder. ‘I can’t get home any too quio
he murmured and hastened on.

‘It might have b2’'n our—our gal,” sob’
Janet,

‘I—'hem—thought of that,’
Roscoe.

‘S’posin’ you'd a be’n struck behind .
hen-house, an’ me a waitin’ for yer ter—t
—’ Mrs. Grigsley’s words failed.

‘An’ 8’posin’ 1 hed found yer, Janet—jt
found yer—ye know.’

_Then the kitchen door closed softly !
hind them, and a moment later, afte:
cresk from Roscoe’s big chair, it was v
still.’—[By Elliot Walker,
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