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FIGHTING IN BELGIUM ON CHRISTMAS DAY
WAS FIERCEST IN THE PAST MONTH
R U. S. GOVERNMENT SMS (EMUT ES RBUSAL Of AMERtCANS TO 

NOTE TO GMAT BRITAIN WITiME OBEY ORDER Of SOlDHtS
U cons LED TO KIUNG Of ONE

I

Large Numbers of Wounded from Both Sides 

Being Sent Back from Firing Line
Reports German Attempt to Take 

Warsaw a Failure — England Doubts Ger
many’s Story that No Damage Resulted 

From Raid on Cuxhavcn.

»

sian

Objecting to Policy of England With Regard to foreign Trade 
of United States and Asking for Improvement of Same- 
Representations Made in Friendly Spirit, Note Declares 

■Virtually a Statement Intended for all Members of the 
Triple Entente.

Desirable that Some of Those 

Now in Belgium Leave, for 

Present at Least.

Were Violating Game Laws in Canadian Waters—Ordered by 

Canadian Soldiers to Land But Tried to Escape—Shots 

Fired Over Their Head tp Force Them to Come Ashore 
Killed One and Injured Another—Military Authorities at 

Buffalo, N. Y., Say Killing Accidental — Gan. Hughes 

Says Investigation Will be Held.

to
London, Dec, 28.—The battle lines in the east and west 

have undergone only Infinitesimal changes in the past twen
ty-four hours. The French and German reports agree that 

* the Germans have captured a section of trenches near Holle- 
bekQj^outh of Ypres, The French assert that the Germans 

gavetip trenches on the first line to the extent of about 800 
or 900 yards in the Lens region, further east, while unsuccess
ful demonstrations have been made from both sides at vari
ous points along the extended lines,

, The reports of the numbers of wounded both armies are 
sending back from the lines in Belgium appear to show that 
the fighting on Christmas in that country was the fiercest of 
the past month, Correspondents in the rear say that the Bel
gians, as a result of five days sapping, captured nearly three 
thousand Germans, with only small losses to themselves, 

According to the Russian reports, the German attempts 
to capture Warsaw have failed, while the Berlin official 
statement says there is general confidence that the German 
and Austro-Hungarian forces are making progress along the 

great front.

Washington, Dee. 28.—The United reeling hen been aroused on the sub- 
States government today despatched Ject to such an extent, the communt- 
a long note to Great Britain, Insisting cation adds, that the American gov- 
upon an early improvement In the ernment feels compelled to ask for de
treatment of American commerce by flntte Information na-to Great Britain’s 
the British fleet It gave warning that attitude, in order that It may take 
much feeling had been aroused In such measures as will protect Amerl- 
thls country, and that public criticism can citizens In their rights, 
was general over unwarranted Inter- Reference Is made in the note to the 
ference with the legitimate foreign High Principles of equity which have 
trade of the United States. actuated Great Britain In her Cham-The dorment, constituting the Plonshlp In, the peat of the freedom of 
strongest representations on this sub- the seas to neutral commerce, and the 
ject mode by the United States to hope Is expressed that even though 
any of the belligerents since the out- ?■ bedlgerent herself, she will realise 
break of the war. was cabled to Am- f*^®**"* ^“eutral® 01 con" 
bassador Page, to be formally present- tln”f iïî5E£*nf*tl.« 
ed to Sir Edward Grey, the Britishforeign secretary. Its preparation was “ '«evem^ LênsXv Great
begun a month ago by Solicitor Cone Brlt.ln? Fr«c. 2d toraan^on ~ 
Johnson CounKdlor Robert Lansing BUbJW,t ot contraband. Although the 
and Secretary Bryan’ and J®*’ Declaration! of London, drafted In

tairidM^WllRon 1909' emb<)dylng the previous under- 
eonal attention of j^®*dent WÜBMt 8tandloga of international law, and 
himself who revised Its phraseology nQW for the vonduct of maritime 
with minute care. warfare with respect to neutral com-

As the detailed point of view of the merce had not been ratified when the 
United States, In numerous specific present wgj broke out, it was thought 
cases of detentions and seizures of (or a tlme> countries would adhere 
cargoes, had been set forth In a series 1L Great Britain, by an order-in- 
of emphatic protests, most of which councr on August 20th last, declared 
have gone unheeded, today’s com- the Declaration of London effective 
munlcation was couched in general with certain modlflcatione. Germany 
terms, covering the entire subject of announced to all neutrals her w-illlng- 
the relations between the United nesa to adhere to the whole Declara- 
States and Great Britain, as affected tlon If the other belligerents would, 
by the latter’s naval policy, consld- Th6’ United States took the position 
ered highly objectionable by tills that it accept piecemeal
government. uftjjrrnu of the Decla>

ration of London with their own 
amendment, and declared that it 
would be guided by the general prac
tices of international law. Irrespective 
•of the Declaration of London.

The German government, In a form
al note to the United States and other 
neutrals, then voiced Its objections 
to the British modifications, which, 

the United States opposed.

FORMAL NOTIFICATION 
SENT TO WASHINGTON.

American Consuls In Belgium 
Must be Acceptable to Ger

man Military Authorities.

Charles Dorsch, two American hun
ters, by Canadian soldiers on tho Nia
gara river, near Port Erie, today was 
unintentional, according to informa
tion gathered by the military authori
ties and forwarded to Ottawa tonight.

The soldiers ' were aiding a provin
cial officer to arrest the men for alleg
ed violation of the game laws. Sev
eral volleys were fired over their heads 
to force them to come ashore with 
their row boat. A final shot, said to 
have been fired for the same purpose, 
struck Smith betwen the eyes, and 
passing through Ills head, wounded 
Dorsch on the arm.

While deep regret over the inci
dent was expresed by the Fort Erie 
village officials, it was pointed out 
that the men were not only techni
cally under arrest by the game officer 
and were attempting to escape, but 
ttyey had violated a military order 
which forbade unauthorized persons 
to approach the International border 
while armed. This order, it was said, 
was accompanied by a verbal order to 
the soldiers on patrol to shoot to kill, 
if persons so armed refused to sur
render promptly.

J. B. Curtis, acting United States 
Consul at Port Erie, made a prellmin- 
ary report to the State Department 
by wire tonight.

An Inquest will be held on Wed nee.

Buffalo. N. Y., Dec. 28.—One Amerl-1 

can was Instantly killed and another 
seriously wounded by Canadian troops 
patrolling the Canadian border at Fort 
Erie, Out, opposite this city today. 
The men were hunting ducks out of 
season In the Niagara river and in 
Canadian waters. Provincial Police Of
ficer Thomas Delaney, ^of Fort Erie, 
ordered the men to stop 
They declined, and Delaney called up
on a Corporal and two privates of the 
Forty-Fourth Battalion of the Cana
dian militia for assistance.

The Corporal ordered the men to 
come ashore. Instead they hefcded 
their boat for 'the American shore, 
and were beating a hasty retreat when, 
at the order of Delaney, the soldiers 
fired upon them.

One of the men, Walter Smith, was 
shot through the head, his companion, 
Charles Dorsch, suffered a serious 
wound in the shoulder. Both men re
sided in Buffalo.
No Ground for Complaint If they De

fied Authority, Washington 
Officials Say.

WasMngtori, Dec. 2$.—Official» at
the State Department, although with 
official advices tonight concerning the 
shooting of two Americans In Cana
dian Niagara waters, near Fort Erie, 
pointed out that if it were true that 
the men were shot while defying Can
adian authority, there would be no 
ground for representations by the Am
erican government.
Charles B. Smith, of Buffalo, late to
day laid newspaper accounts of the 
shooting before Secretary Bryan.

Killing was Unintentional.
Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 28—The killing 

of Walter Smith and the wounding of

Washington, Dec. 28—Thé German 
government has formally notified the 
State Department that American con
suls In Belgium must be acceptable 
to the German military authorities 
end it Is desirable that some of the 
consuls be withdrawn, for the present 
at least

Secretary Bryan declined today to 
make public the text of the German 
communication, or to comment upon 
It until he had had full opportunity 
to considérât The understanding In 
official circles, however, is that the 
notice Is similar to the one sent Ar
gentina and other neutral countries, 
and while the German government 
does not insist that consuls in Bel
gium take out new exequaturs from 
German officials, it announces that 
such consuls must exercise their tun^ 
tions only by permission from th« 
military authorities ip control of .the 
territory in which the consulate is slt-
U&The United States has consular 
representatives only in Brussels, Ant
werp, Liege add Ghent, and since the 
war began they have had little work 
of the ordinary character to do. Their 
activities have been devoted largely 
to looking after refugees and aiding 
in relief work.

Mr Havenith, the Belgian minister, 
called at the State Department today, 
alter the German notice had been re- 

latter he issued this state-

shooting.

GERMAN DENIALS DOUBTED IN ENGLAND.
The English newspapers are enthusiastic over the raid 

by their auisets and-seapkmes-on Guxbaven. They decline to
accept without reservation the German statement that ships 
at Cuxhaven and the gas works were hit by bombs but that no 
den age was done, and consider this improbable,

The navel writers dilate and speculate; laviahly upon the tnoet re
markable engagement of twentieth century warfare. They conclude 
that the German ahlpe feared to come forth and give battle to the Bri
tish cruise re, because of the uncertainty as to whether the British bat
tleships were lurking behind them. The fact that the Zeppelins were dri
ven off le taken toy some as evidence that the Zeppelins are really un
trustworthy craft Others think It means that the Germans are hus
banding all their dirigibles for a raid upon England.

It la argued by some of the writers that If Cuxhaven can be attack-

Made in Friendly Spirit

The note declares, at the outset, 
that the representations are made in 
a friendly spirit, but that the United 
States considers It best to speak in 
terms of frankness, lest silence be 
construed as an acquiescence in a poli
cy on the part of Great Britain which 
Infringes the rights of American citi
zens under the laws of nations.

Since France has adopted practical
ly the same decrees on contraband kb 
lias Great Britain, today’s note Is vir
tually a statement intended for all the 
members of the Triple Entente.

t
Canadian Military Authorities to 

Investigate
Special to The Standard

Ottawa, Ont, Dec. 2*—Gen. Sam 
Hughes, Minister of Militia, stated to
day that there would be an investiga
tion into the shooting of two Ameri* 
caps at Fort Erie and that the guards 
who did the shooting were being dty 
talned for the purpose of the le
gation. Gen. Hughes was not disposed 
to make any comment on the incident

Representatives
similarly,

Today’s note follows In many Im
portant points the argument then ad
vanced by Germany, that British prac
tice with respect to neutral commerce 
was a distinct departure from many 
previously accepted principals of in
ternational law.

estfr
celved. 
ment:

"The Belgian minister has been in
formed that the German government 
has notified the neutral powers of Its 
Intention to cancel the exequaturs ac
corded by the Belgian government to 
foreign consular representatives.

"The Belgian government has pro
tested against this step. The Issue, 
as well as the cancellation of an exe
quatur, is an act which implies the 
sovereignty of the State from which 
it emanates. Now, a Power In mili
tary occupation of a territory only en
joys a de facto possession which can
not be transformed, In so far as Its 
relations with neutral States are con
cerned, Into a state of sovereignty.

Such a change could only become 
lawful by the consummation of a 
treaty of peace determining definitely 
the status of the occupied territory."

BR. ISLES STORM-SWEPT 
LOSS OF LIEE AND GREAT 

DAMAGE REPORTED

ed, why not Heligoland, Wllhelmehaven, and even the Kiel Canal.
The only damage the Brltieh expedition sustained was the lose of

ily leee of life was Corn-several hydro-planes, coating $45,000, LEADERS ATELECTED BÏmander Hewlett
The British people are beginning to leee whatever fear of the Zep

pelins they held, perhaps prematurely, but the exploite of the airmen 
on the continent and the scouting trip of the German flyer over Kent on 
Christmas, shew there la a strong possibility that the Taubea may re
peat over London, the visit with bombe which they paid Parle and War
saw.

/

The authorities Issued a warning tonight of the danger to people In 
the streets from guns, which may be used in London against hostile air
craft, and advised the pqople to take refuge In basements If they should 
hear the sound of explosives or guns.

À heavy wind storm with rain and anew swept over parts of Eng
land and adjacent waters tonight.

How French Strategy Won German 
Trenches.

Paris, Dec. 28.—Dé&criblng the cap
ture of a line of trenches in the north,
^ non-commissioned officer writes 
Xome of an unusual piece of strategy.

™ “The êvening before there had been

Political Situation Full of Un

certainties and Lack of Har

mony Among Chiefs of the 

Factions,

Past Master's Jewel for W. D, 

Turner, Retiring Master of 

Zion Lodge, Sussex,

Telegraphic Communication W ith Europe Cut Off and Many 
Disasters From the Mines in the North Sea Feared.6. M. BOSWORTII’S 

WAY Of DEALING 
WITH INVADERS

London, Dec. 29.—A great gale and snowstorm swept over the lar
ger part of Great Britain and Ireland last night. There was consider
able loss of life and much damage done. The telegraphic services on 
the continent were disorganized, and communication with France 
almost severed.

One man was

Special to The Standard.
Sussex, N. B., Dec. 28.—The follow

ing officers were installed tonight at 
Zion Lodge, A F. and A M„ by 
Worshipful Brother Past Grand Mast
er George Coggon:

Charles H. Perry W. M.; W. D. 
Turner, I. P. M.; W. B. McKay, sen
ior warden; Al. John Knox, junior 
warden; J. T. Kirk, treasurer, A. E. 
Pearson, secretary; Rev. Canon Scov- 
11 Neales, chaplain; J. D. McKenna, 
senior deaopn; Charles Nesbitt, junior 
deacon; W. N. Robinson-, senior 
steward; W. F. Myles, junior steward 
Linus Crawford, P. M., D. of C.; James 
B. Crane, Inner guard; Thomas Cog
gon, tylef

During the evening a handsome past 
master Jewel was presented to W. D. 
Turner, the retiring master. After 
the installation of officers the mem
bers and their lady friends spent a 
social evening In cards and dancing.

At Fredericton.

destroyed in the British raid on Cux
haven. It adds that serious damage 
also was inflicted on the Zeppelin 
sheds.

The Daily Sketch publishes the re
port that Commander Hewlett, who 
piloted one of the British seaplanes 
in the raid on Cuxhaven is a prisoner 
In the hands of the Germans. Accord
ing to the account in thé Sketch, Hew
lett’s machine was damaged by shell 
fire, and came down In the sea. When 
Hewlett was last seen a German tor
pedo boat was approaching him.

London, Dec. 29.—A Copenhagen 
despatch to the Daily Mail referring to 
a report published by the Hamburger 
Fremdenblatt that four British air
men dropped bombs on the German isl
and on Langeoog, in the North Sea, 
Christmas Day, killing several civil
ians, says that an investigation proves 
that it was not British who dropped 
the bombs but German airmen who be
lieved that British torpedo boats were 
lurking off the island In the fog.

Washington, Dec. 28—Despatches 
from the Brazilian Minister in Mexico 
City dated there early today, and re
ceived here tonight, described the po
litical situation as full of uncertain
ties. He referred to the lack of har
mony between the several chiefs, 
some of whom were advocating radi
cal and extreme measures of govern
ment, but indicated that nothing 
alarming had developed, and that good 
order was being preserved.

1
killed and several

lapse of a house wall at Clapham. Elsewhere in London, plate glass win
dows were blown out, and property was damaged in other ways. Two 
feet' of enow fell in many parte of the country, causing serious flood
ing of the rivers. Dublin was visited by the heaviest snow fall

persons were injured by the col-

Can Reserve Peak 10,000 feet 

High in Rockies where Raid
er Can Think it Over at 

Leisure.

a heavy fall of snow,” he said, "and 
the bright moonlight showed up every 
object with extraordinary clearness 
against the white background. The 
126th Infantry which had planned a 
raid on the enemy's trenches, only 
twenty yards away, found its project 
compromised, but a Corporal was 
struck by a brilliant idea; every man 
pulled off his outer clothes and pulled 
his shirt on over Jacket and vest; 
thus they crept through the snow up 
to the edge of the German trenches 
without being seen, and carried • the 
entire line.

London, Dec. 29—The Times de
clares that there Is excellent reason, 
despite German denials, tor believing 
that a Parseval shed and airship were

in-
many years.

Several disasters, the result of striking mines in the North Sea, 
are reported. Among those sunk were the steamer Linaria, whose 
crew was rescued, and a Glasgow steamer.

The Linaria, which was of 1,881 tons register, belonged to the 
Stag Line of North Shields. She was built in 1911.

stalled thl. evening », Dr. M. L.
Young, P. D. G. M .'t as follows: Boeworth, of the C. P. R.. in the form

Stanley D. Budd, W. M.; J. Wells of a telegraphic Inquiry from the New

W., J. Robert Polley, S. D., Edmund wldely acattered points tn California 
Carter, J. D. ; Chester Gregory, D. of that there is a movement ef Germans 
C.; W.H. Stevens, chaplain; F. M. in civilian clothing northward, the ob- 
Murchie, treasurer; P. G. McFarlane. wt being to raid Vancouver and Car 
secretary ; Hazen Linton, S. S. ; Robt. nadi&n Pacific Railway communica- 
Nixon, J.S.; A. A. Mallery, I. Q.; tk>ns, to keep Canadians at home. 
H. P. Webber, tyler. Have you anything to eay?"

In Alley Lodge, at Upper Mills, Mr Bosworth replied: 
officers were installed on Saturday ««we have fine scenery all along the 
evening by A. H. Hlltz, P. M., of -u.e cf the Canadian Pacific, and can 
Victoria Ledge, as follows: reserve a peak ten thousand feet high

Wm. Polleys, W. M. ; Arthur Fow- (or the solitary meditations of any 
ers. Si W.; George Watters, J. W.; German raider who comes across the 
Jas. Phlnney, chaplain; Henry Hack- international boundary. G. M. Bos- 
er, treasurer; J. C. Davis, secretary; WOrth”
Neill D. Smith, S. S.; Chas. D. Foss, -----------------------
J.D.; Wra. D. Babcock, 8. 8.; J.
Sherman Hall, J. Ttaos, W. Fair- 
head, D. of O. ; B. Chase, I. G. ; John 
A. HAH, tyler.

Owing to the absence from town of 
Hugh M. Baikam, W. M. elect, of 
Victoria Lodge of Mtlltown, the instal- 

8pedal to Ths Standard Jatloiu of officers in that lodge was
SL Stephen, Dec. 28.—In Sussex postponed until the January meet- 

Lodge, St Stephen, officers were in- lng. /

PREMIER BORDEN 
REVIEWS TROOPS 

IN WINNIPEG

RELIEF SHIP FRSM 
'FRISCO THROUGH

PANAMA CANAL28.-81. John’» 
Day was observed by the local mem
ber, o( the Masonic Order In the uaual 
way. Installation of the officers of 
Hiram Lodge, No. 6, F. and A. M„ was 
conducted last evening b, Grand Mast
er Bridges The following are the 
officers: W. M., H. S. Campbell; I. 
P. M., L. H. Bliss; S. W., F. A. 
Good; J. W., H. B. Colwell; chaplain, 
Rev. Canon Cowle; treasurer, M. Tor
ment; Secretary, R. B. Wallace; 8.
D. , A.. Murray; J. D-, C. A. McVey; 
L.B., Morrison; J. 8., H. H. Hager- 
man; D. of C., Geo. Y. Dlhblee; Org„
E. Cadwallader; I.Q., F. 8. Creed; 
tyler, A. B. Brown.

FYedertcton, Dec.

TWO DAYS’ BAM IN 
Ilf VOSGES MOUNTAINS

Comino First of Relief Fleet 

from Pacific Coast to Use the 
Canal,

"Magnificent Body of Men," 

Premier's Tribute to 6,000 

Soldiers.
Winnipeg, Dec. 28—Six thousand 

sturdy men of the west of Canada 
marched
Robert Borden, Premier of Canada, 
this afternoon. The march past was 
an impressive sight, and brought 
home very strongly to Winnipeg what 
the west 16 doing for the Empire.

"They 
men," r
slon of the parade.

V New York, Dec. 28.—California's re- 
go of 

now passing
lief ship Camino, carrying a car 
flood for the Belgians, is 
through the Panama Canal, it was 
announced this afternoon at the head
quarters of the commission for relief 
in Belgium. The Camino is the first 
of the relief fleet from the Pacific 
coast to use the canal.
San Pedro on December 8, and arr.v» 
cd at Balboa Christmas day.

DOMESTIC TROUBLES past in review before SirLED TO SUICIDE.Basel, Switzerland, Dec. 28.—(Vlg Parle)—A battle laetlng from De- 
camber 24 until December occurred along the whole front of the 
French aod German armies In the Vosges Mountains. The sound of the 
cannon firing was plainly heard In Switzerland.

French aeroplanes manoeuvred over the town of Muelhaueen, in 
Alsace, returning with sufficient Information, It le sold, to allow the 
French artillery to conduct an effective fire en the German positions.

Toronto, Dec. 28.—E. L. Besso, room
ing at 222 Scarborough Road, commit
ted suicide late this afternoon by 
shooting himself through the heart 
witl\ a rifle. Domestic troubles are 
said to have been the cause.

n At St. Stephen.
are a magnificent body of 

said Sir Robert at the conclu-
She left
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