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the Niw Testament: (i) Anemblf, orderly or dieotderfy abont doe not justify its oontieueoae. None ol the imiooI Chnstiu* The beet way .Г which I know (or e 
(Acte 19 : st, 39,41); (1) A local Christian asaembly, u which have been firea, in recent public confereocre. lor the become a-Chnit.an ss to ask himselt. What is the free left
the seven chnrcbea ol Asia (Rev. 1 ; 4) end thoee to which decline of interest in the ministry are su Brien t to show that end beet thing which I can oo with my life? 1 do not nek
the epistles are addressed, which sometimes met in e It cannot be, and ought not to be arrested. if you are what yon ought to be morally. The call to sir-
private house (Rom. 16: 3; Col 4 :15; Phil. 13j; (3) The 1 turn at once to the reasons which ought to make the vies is in itself the sublimât cell to repentance.—The Con- • 1

My end church ol the first horn, which ere written ministry attractive todey to the strongest men in ou/ col- gregationelist 
in heaven" (Heb. <1 : 13) ; (4) The assembly ol Jesse in leg”-
the wilderness. Acts (7 : 38). The ministry has resumed its place among the truth- g 1 ,a ser. in

r. There are only two classes of Christ's chmchee—one seeking callings. Truth seeking Was e large part ol its ЩВОШ ШМІОГІО.
local and visible, the other universal, spiritual and invitl- original business., Jesus never allowed his dieciples to be- It it an old thought, old as the Sermon on the Mount,
hie. The invisible church will never ell assemble until all Have that it was A'easy matter to gain the truth. They bet it holds a lesson of responsibility sod opportunity
the redeemed are gathered together in heaven, were to seek for it as “hid treasure*'; they were to see all which needs to be repeated again and again: A * light in

x A local church of Christ is an assembly ef Christians, and buy it. The search for truth was like walking the the world," designed to help dispel the darkness of sin ned
organized by themselves, after their conversion and bsp- narrow way and making the'stmit gate. Nothing on show to others the path of life I It was not spoken to the
tism, for the stated work and servi» of God, according to the intellectuel side of Christianity can be compared with twelve, but to thynultitude of disciples gathered about the
the New Testament examples. It ish independent body, the «pint of search alter truth. Here lies the contrast re- Master on the Homs of Hattin, and it applies to every dia- 
governed by the laws of Christ, as understood by the mem- ligkmsly between the intellectual spirit of my generation ciple of the Lord, great or small, in all the world. Each
ben and administered by themselves. and that of your generation. The intellectual spirit of my one who owns his name at once becomes a light. Some -

(1) A true church has only two classes of officer»—mia- generation was cultare, culminating in theological train- one, writing lately on this subject, used this vy beautiful
isfera end deacons. The titles, bishop, eider, pastor and fog- The intellectual spirit of your generation, is search, illustration :
minister are applied to the same officer in diderent senses culminating in the personal holding of ncqoired truth. ' “In old New England days the evening meetings of the
nnd relations. Ministers and deacons are ordained by There is very little of “delivered" truth in the modem church were often held at early candlelight. The people
prayer end the laying on of hands of a presbytery of or- school of theology. Men are taught how to find it came to the place of meetingm the last twilight glimmer.

It is a magnificent challenge which the each with a candle, which hflighted as he took bis met.
spirit of search ofier to day to an honest According to the number-of the people was the illnminatfow
and brave soul in the name of religious of the roi m, for every comer added bis own share of light.
trut^L So ought it to be in the illumine bon of the world, which

1 do not see how e profoundly troth.loving mat can pass Christ made the special office of his ihurch. According to 
it by unless he seeks intellectual satisfaction in some other the number of dlscipks'should he the shining of the light 
part of the wide field of truth.

But you ask, Will the church listen to tke truth thus
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darned ministers, chosen by the church of which they are 
members, and by which they are set aside to that office. 
Ministers who are bishops or elders serve as pastors of 
chorche^and preachers of the Gospel; deacons serve in 
secular matters.

(a) There are only two church ordinances—baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper, of communion. Baptism is the immer-
the шшкоНЬе Pemons-iTf^th^Trinhy.^y’en^rdaimdmin- ,ou*ht °“* “d acquired ? 1)0 not ,or a momtnt d<,ubt “• “ most often dwelt upon. R is not the candle or the tight ~ , ]

provided the truth has kindled your own soul. Nobody house which most fully covers the Master's thought; it is 
wants criticism in the pulpit. Everybody wants truth as rather the lightship anchored off the1 coast, and serving at 
fresh as a man can bring it from the sources. The day of pnée to show the channel and warn of the dangers of the

of life."
But that is only one phase of the truth—the phase which

ister, as described above. Communion is the partaking by 
members of a church or churches of the
order ef brokéo bread and poured out wine, emblems of the . „ _ ,
broken body and shed blood of Christ in memory of him. ,4Pre*ch'r who thmk* 00 » level e,lh lh« u“<udled hidden reef. By dxy fife lookouts on the passing shins for
and is administered bv a like ordained minister thoù*ht of the churches is over. The churches want, as mark upon bei masts,and by night for the clear white light

(3) The only tree candidates for baptiam for church much “ "W °«d. ministers who will think under them, in her topx-Wbil» she is anchored to the solid reck beneath
membership and for communion am suds persons as have "<H“ enough down, to lift them. Have hifh in the in- her message tells of safety and harbor and ho®e. Let her
been “bom again, not of blood, nor of the will of the flat. 01 *°ttr own ^ * ,ure ,hit ,be truth >ou “<*<* P«‘. “d *b« drift from her proper mooting*
nor of the will of man, but of God." b0ld “ mind 'ourd its hem« in 3го" ‘°°1

(4) All true churches as all true Christians mi.- The ministry of today gtves direct moral and spiritual all who meet her. They see her mark; they know where 
sionariea, having regard to Christ's command, "Go ye into aPPro*chtomm Men am becoming mom and more accès- she should be, and, sleeting by what she tells them, they

sible. The barriers between the minister and other men strike the rocks and sink.
are down, the barriers, that ia, of mere conventionalism Like thelightship, we bear our marks. Me* know for 
whether in thought of manner. If a minister has kerned to what we stand. Anchored to Chr.sf, thpjight we give helps
think, as a straightforward man of his time is in the habit them to safety and to Gnd; but when we drift away from *
of thinking, tie can talk with him on religion out of the that sure mooring, still bearing the name of Christ, we lure ІІ
pulpit, as hecao speak to him of religion from the pulpit, them to danger if not to death. We,are responsible for the |
Ik> not think that the language of the minister is 
the language of pity and compassion; it b also, if he 
hii business, the language of authority. The best place 
touch a man today is in his conscience. There is where

faith and

<»

though only a little, add she holds danger and menace for

all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature."
& At death, “The wicked are turned into hell, with all 
the nations that forget God," the righteous go into life 
eternal. Christ will come the second time “in his glory 
and all the Holy angels with him ?" then there will be a 
resurrection of all* the-dead and a general judgment as 
described in the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel of Mat- 
thews.

««ply light we show for the message which we give; andO! the 
knows opportunity that is ours, by consistent walk and conveys- j 

to ation, to help men to salvation !
“Let your light so shine before men that they may see

What the Ministry Offers a Man Today. m<mhJSit^e in^iratl<|n «^quickening, as well your good wofks and glorify your Fatl^which is in heaven.

by giving it place ш the imagination and in the heart 
Advent is the time for Jhe revision of personal views and but its home is in the conscience,

of personal ambitions. Оцг ambitions, should never issue I dwell upon this facLbeca
from our lower or ordinary moods. They should be set think that the highest works of the ministry is in the slums, 
toward righteous ends, and the greatest foe to righteous
ness ià any feeling of its impracticability. The spirit of grade to the minuter who really wants to lift bb fellowmen mighty. It is pert of the doctrine of election. Those I
Advent is thfe spirit of hope and courage. The coming of each man to his best The man with ten talents living at whom God has chosen and called and justified he will аШо j
Christ more manifestly into our generation mean» the as- the rate of two is as pitiable an object as the man who has glorify. Paul put the me tter clearly when he wrote : “We 
nuance on the part of good men that righteousness is but one talent, and who does not know that he has that, or >- are confident that be which ha* begun a good work in you
practicable in our cities, in business and in personal life, knows that he has spent it. There b no limit to the power will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."

- "’The danger to society is not from the successes of men who of the truth-loving minister who has an insight into truth. Of Course the Christian has a part in his own persever-
wish ill to the world,but from the failures of men who wish A friend in another profession, and that the profession ance, just as he has in repentance, faith and grrwth in
to do* welt by the world. Power, efficient power, is n pari which is, I think, the most advanced of any today, the pro- grace ; but the better he does his pert, the more fully h* 
of the birthright of all righteous souls. This b what Session of medicine, said to to* recently, “After all, the most ♦ realizes that salvation from beginning to'end b of the 
Christ would have his disciples and followers believe con- authoritative man in the community is the minister "
cerning themselves individually and of one another. This The minbtry on its personal side offers to a man the joy vation with fear and trembling/' and accepts the word of 
b what the spirit of Advent tries to declare with joyful of simplicity in the midst of the unsatisfying complexity of caution and encouragement which follows: “For it is
emphasis. Advent b the recurring protest of Christianity our time. There are a good many restrictions upon a man God which worketh in you both to will and to do et hit
against the sente of piwerlessasss among men who really who enters the minbtry restrictions which a man of many own good pleasure." j
wish to do well by the world. demreo-and tastes feels. But in these days, of escessive

/
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Perseverance.use we have almost come to
The doctrine of the final perseverance of the saints in- 

There is no highest work in the minbtry. It is all of a eludes the droctrine of the faithfulness of the Л1-
i

Lord. He obeys the command^ “Work out your own sal-1 -m

!

There b no comfort in the doctrine of the perseverance of
Therefore we ought to take account at this time of the wealth, visible in nearly every community, there are re- the saints for those who live in sin. The testimony of

shortcomings of the ambitions, and organized forces and striciona upon the great majority of intelligent and cultured their lives b that they are not saints God’s purpose to
personal faith of righteous men, righteous at laaat in their people. The time has come when a man of many desires must save and uphold any one is known only as he gives evi*
dispositionз towards God and their fellowmen. I shall try train himself to live for money, or train himself to live with- deoce that be is saved. The doctrine of election, with 
to make pj£m to you our own shortcomings, and thoee of ont a sufficiency *f it. Who hesitates before the alternative? that it involves, is one of comfort to Christian people, 
like-minded men of our own time, at three point»—чи seen : But if one chooeee the simpler life let him fill it with the it has no œmfërtanà furnishes no excuse to those who 

First, In the evasion of certain great calling», 4 greatest joy. Let him outgrow his vexing limitations and to make their calling and : election sure The <ug|
Second, In the indifference qf organised wealth to tha life in the larger freedom of some satisfying service. Ido tioo that one who is a Christian, being sure of salvation 

public good. not say that the ministry is the qnly form of satisfying ser- go on in sin, is utterly eontfthwto the spirit of the Go
Ttrird, In the insuAcieacy of applied faith—faith in its vice. I db dot say that to the man who lives at the heart Paul says: “Shall we contimbh In sin because jj 

application to duty. of it there can be none more satisfying. ^abounds? God forbid. How shall we who
1 begin with that shortcoming which is nearest toour So I make my appeal to you in these Advent days not to , dead to sin continue any longer tbe«« 

own personal lives, and to the life of bur colleges and uni- evade the thought of the ministry. I have not said The doctrine is, that by God's grape Christians 
versities—the evasion of certain great calling», of which much to the college about the minishy these past ten years, persevere, not that they will give up and live *s hea< 
the chi^f illustration is the decline of interest on the pert They we been on the whole years far Christian scholars, ^.Christ said: “My sheep hear my voice, end I know 
of college men in the ministry. the engineering corps of Ibe Christian army, rather than f and they follow me; and I give unto them eternal till

» The authority for this charge of the evasion of the minis- for the militant w*rk of the pulpit - they?shall never perish. Neither shall any man plurkn
try by educated young men b from two sources—the stat- The time of the preacher has came end has come imprf- out of my band." It is the mark of saints that tl ey 
ietics from the older colleges showing a marked decline atively. Christ. They are' ordained" to thb as well as ttrfl
within the last twenty-five years in the number of thoee If you Ibten on the street you can hear the call from men. life, God's grace is sufficient for them both in 
entering the ministry; and the testimony of those who are Lbtpgrin your closet and see if you cannot hear the call in th£t"which is to come. They dependltot on tbpjfl 
best informed in regard to the standing of the minbtry in from God. goodness, nor when they fall, on their own repvntagi*
some of the most intelligent religious denominations that Ism not speaking simply totheavowedHiristianmen of the on God. Their prayer b: “Thou wilt not suffer аи^Н
the proportion of uneducated, and even untrained men b college. I am speaking primarily to fifty among the strongest be moved." "The Lord will perfect that which ,со*Я 
increasing. I do not care to discuss the reasons foe thb men of the college, Itb you who are wanted fust Later the me,” Their determination iff: “As for me, I wiU .J*

time will opme for men of leeaer power, I do note* if you are Leid/'-M
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