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Chiist, ss implied in this diecourse threughbout, to pro-
mote God's kingdom among men, to carry out the Grest
Commission, and any descent from this holy calling,
any hali-heaPtedness in hlﬂmnw demands, aty step-
ping down to selfish or merely 1 designs, cannot fall
to be accompanied by all sorta of abuses, so that there
must be a return to truly missionary endeavor, to the
spirit of the Saviour in coming down™ and dyh'dm
ost race, before there can be a rectification of

and a production of men and pletely devoted
to this supreme and ouly worthy mirgiou.

Turning to the schools of the prophets it is uoticeabl
that changes have taken place in traditional beliefs and
in the teaching that is given, Advanced scholarship has
produced distruet of some of the old views and ified
niany of the old statements. And ly this is to be
expected from time to time in w of the depth
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m were each to speak to us upon the infl ot
early lves a lug proportion would refer touching -
ty, I not, to the effect of the family altar, and
ascribe much of the good they have done to t
of that benign agency. Few will question the statement
that femily ip ls not #0 well sustained as once it
was.  Along with boasted advance, over which speakers
get elcquent someti there have been some backward
steps, #0 that further advarce must lnclude reversion to
some of the former ways. Religions No‘r:phy is very
instructive just here. case of James Paton iy re‘:;-e-
sentative, like that of Willlam Burnsas plctured in '*The
Cotter's Saturday Night.” Iu referring to his old home
Dz, John G. Paton has written in his thrilling autoblo-
gnph{: ** No hurry for market, no rush of business; no
arriva ‘o! friends or guests, no trouble or sorrow, no joy

workings

heights and breadths of divine revelation. Asoneis
credited with saying, * the Bible ie mo end of & book."
I'he very conflicts that are waged around it attest .to its
wealth of truth, truth that hungry humanity is eager to
grasp. Much light has already broken from it aud much
vet remains to stream forth, Some would be pleased to
have theology in"crystalized and unchangeable forms;
but the Bible is too large and too emphatically a living
ook, a book designed for too many generations to make
iny hard and fast pressi of its import bl
ithers again wonld cut themselves almost entirely clear
of what the past prayerful nud{ has reached, and of
what has operated so splendidly for the saving men
and the new-making of nations,” ae if there were no
teachers sent from God until they arrived upon the
scene. Aud ordinary folk are tossed up and down in
their minds, they are grieved and perplexed and un-
nerved for effort by these destructive critics. But be-
tween these two extremes, hyé;er-eomﬂm and
hyper-progressives, the mass of Christian scholars have
their place, I think, men who mize that there ia yet
i vast deal to be learned, whoo:cgndn ‘are open to re-
ceive light from any and every quarter, and mesn, too,.
who are coguizant that there is no real progress without a
tiae conservatism. This ought to be resssurimg. Itis
the iconoclast, moreaver, the rmasher of beloved tenets,
who draws most attentlon, A hundred chers who
prench according to the old standards are not particalar-
ly noticed, bat let a gified and xcholarly young brother
who has caught some new and perhape true ll-:.' a
glimpse which a yet clearer dncernment .ns a e
mlnuced mind would profitably relate to what are ac-
connted the orthudox teachin; «, let him rush forth as
the antogonist of his ninety-ni: « brethren and straight.
wiy he becomes the cynosure of eyes. The prese readily
pate itself at bis service, and for the moment the state of
hings in religlon appears to the inexperienced to be
vastly wore tgun it really is. With a crowd at the heeld
of such a preacher or professor, many of the more stall
aid eober are needlessly in tears. The distarbance will
puss, of course, and some contribution be made, possibly,
1 the ever-enlarging total of the truth that is grasped.
very time is a transition time, but the present seems
perhaps only because it s our own time, to be & time of
xceptional dirquitude, Such em is has been placed
of late, and rightly too, upon the law of heredity and the
fect of environment, that there has been an unwarrant.
le and banefual belittl of the hel of sint
vl A oo ding mi eption of the nature and
riue of the atonement. Crime in listed with disease
wud the life and death of Christ are deemed to be noth-
ng but exemplary. The might of tke old heredity is
roclaimed to a forgetfulness of the far ﬁnﬁer might of
ihe new heredity secured through faith in Jesws. From
ndue exaltation of the rfeason and inner co uspess,
he mysteries of inapiration, of incarnation, of crueifix-
m have led to teachings that stiike, unless we ave mis-
tuken, at the very foundations themselves. Since God
Las bis dwelling-place among us, the issue, let us be
crsuaded, will be blessed, leaviog us with better know-
Ige of himself and of his will. But meanwhile the
ffect is somewhat paralyzing. Doutt ie dwskened and
udifference, that indifference which is of the worst t
nce it as tolerance or liberality. There isa sul
e connection, I believe, between th? preseut teaching
{ men and books that attract notice from being far ont
f the beaten track, and the decreased attendanceat
heological Seminaries. Thereis not enough of per-
»ual contact with the Rible itself among the people at
arge, and the Holy Spirit is not sofficlently honared by
e many o neutralize the deliverances of the few. If
the book which has produced the institutions and civil-
ization of which we are justly proud is refused its T
place in our common schools, where early and
mpressions are made, serious damage is unavoidable,
Most loudly are parents and children and the teachers of
every grade and sort, summoned to the study of the Word
of God for themeelves, to a at the feet of the Great
Teacher himself, the One who takes the devout peasant
\way ahead of the scholar in an understanding of what is
central and vital; in case the scholar d too much
upon his erudition and leans too largely to his own un-
derstanding. - Only let the Bible be duly exalted, let old
preachers and young preachers, old school men and
new school men, conservatives and radicals, whether
young or obd, maintain hwmility and docility, as be-
cometh all, let both rve the nﬁvmd gaze. Knowing
that the Holy Spirit is the true en shteu:, let those who
are not theologiass and scholars and those who -nm
their hearts fixed on God and their lives rutining -
cntly in the paths opened before them by daily use of the
llible and by daily prayer, then shall the cause of Chriat
flunrish and the due quota of men be forthcomi
lead safely in matters pertaining to the sonl and ete; A
There will be improvement in the quality ss well

numbers,
Passiug from churches and schools to the I
people, where the of

of the character
churches s 90 considerably determined, it
and 'u:nt be said h: oﬂ.:dn:.-':uh
mett, that not enoug

Life is lesn and ur:n'.lnunn than it
that now there are more things clam
thought, New encroachmen

family prayers and home instraetion in
the Bunday School snd mestings of
Christisn netare

or t, ever pr d our kneeling around the
femily altar, while the high priest led our prayers to God
and offered himeelf and his children there.”" And aee
how the sweet aroma of those boyhood days remained
with himt. ‘* Never,” he wrote when his hair was white
and appearance patriarchal, ‘‘never, in temple or cathe-
dral, ou mountain or in glen, can I hope tg feel that the
Lord Gad is more near, more visibly walking and talkin
with men, than under the humble roof of thatch an
oaken wattles, Though everything else in religion were
by some unthinkable catastrophe to be swept out of
memory, or blotted from my understanding, my sonl
would wander back to those enrly sceues, and hearin,
atill the echoes of mv father's cries to heaven, won ¢
hurl back all doubt with the victorious appeal, he\nl\ed
with God, why may not 12" Dear parents; ‘what legacy
is thers that we can leave onr children at all comparable
with that? I remember hearing the late Dr. A. J.
Gordon in one of his spiritual addresses on missions,
saggesting as it did the strong er flow of & majestic river,
In alliterative way he named three needs : More wi->lon-
ary money, more missionary metiv. s, more missto.'ary
mothers. Praise Cod for the present activity of women
in moral and religions movements. But uamistakably
they make not enough of their chiefest opportunities,
oppcrinnities unegualled in this working-day world, if
ever they abbreviate home effort that the more may be
done beneath the public eye. So the farthe: we go in
our moraings’ investigations, the more apparent does it
that after all the procurisg of harvestersis a
personal matter. It is to begin at our own firesides.
Verily 1 speak for God in remiudiog yon ef this. And
if some fathers and mothers return to their families to
give the go-by to some minor affairs in order that there
may be more of watehful plety in their households, that
they may get nearer their bovs and girle with the tender
yearnlug of the Corlst himself, then there will be a
harvest of glory to the Redeemer from this hour in this
beautiful sanctuary. ;
But notice now, provided you have patience for ‘pny-
t farther, Christ's specific command relative to(this
destitution. Those alrendy jrined to Christ are to ¢ff.r
prayer that workers may be multip'ied. ** Pray yelthe
Lord of the harvest that he send foith laborers into/ his
harvest - This necessarily involves a constaut calling
upon God to add-day by day to the number of the regen-
erate. There must be a continwed importunity for the
sivation of those fn our homes, for Sunday School
scholare, for hosbands and wives, for neighbors and
friends, for people near by ard far away—that sincere,
sustained and agoumizing prayer which ensures as au
stteddant a thorongh-going consistency of life and wise
snd zealouws use of menmﬁoollng to conversions, This
agaln will bring with it r quests for all who feed the
flock of God, for teachers ot every sort that their teach.
ing may make, directly or indirectly, for soul-securing
lﬁ establishment in sound doctrine It will remember
the writers of books and those having the eonduct of the
religious dpv- that printed pages may be leaves for the
healing of the nations. In » word there must be ceaseless
petiti for replenish t and enlargement
of the converted hosts, and for all employed uot only to
tarn people to God bat to jncite them to diligence in
blessing yet other souls.
Then thetext indicates, in the mext place, that the
Lord of the barvest is to be appealed to that he may
the eonverted to their respective places f labor.
In those primitive days, dnz; of comparative simplicity,
without the division of labor begotten of modern life,
daye of beglunings, the *‘laborers'’ were to be chiefly
herald of the iog kingdom, preachers
repentance and faith. men who were to call the
ritnally ‘poor to the ample svpply in Jesus Christ,
sphere for heralding was the immediate nelghbor-
, the very towns and villages descried from the
tower ¢ provided -by the hills of Nezareth, Since
that time, by the love and wisdom and power of
God, the goopel gpread widely, uatil all
natives have heard something of the glad tidings, while
some have been marvellously transformed thereby. But
much more remains to be done than has yet been accom-
plished, Simplicity has been displaced by complexity,
abd there are many more ways now than then of helping
to bring in the Kingdom of God. Therefore a Ing
to the great breadth that inheresin Christ’a teachings, so
that there is no such thing as outgrowing them, the word
“laborers’ includes all sorts of workers in the world’s
vast fields of Christian enterprise. The innumerable en-
gements of the men of today and tomorrow are all to
g:-mnh!-l with the true end of all endeavor—the re-
demption of mankind. When & person. surrenders to
Christ, {f not required to leave the calling followed at
his de iverance, that calling ls henceforth to be con-
tribulory to the winving and edifyivg of souls, all belng
made acred that before was all secular. Preachers are
needrd and Bible translators and teachers. Man
are to l:lhl.tl‘h:ﬁe: and ﬁeldn.hr:‘u ;ho 8 an
OO, others , throug!
g:uhhhfp b .imn th lves

i

to
or teaching. ~And who will
sy is more impartant theu the other siuce
both are emsential *‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to

one

do " s a prayer for every ove and fr every day. Be-
fore Ol s commOA 10 G0, whether to Tekkall ss s

m| ot to a' workshop to get something to help
mr. comes his command to *‘pray.’ Only
sfter prayer do we know oar path.

all-domiuating purpose of exalting the Name thatis
above every name. See how the text makes promiceat
who the Proprietor is, as though there were danger of
making a mistake : ‘“‘Lord of the harvest . , . his har-
vest.”' Havoc is wrought when a servant acts as if he
were master “Pray ye the Lord of the harvest thatshe
send.” Murk it well : the assignment of men to their
respective places is God's affair. The pastor cannot ap-
1 to & young man to shape his course with the pulpit

n view, unless indeed he kai been so prayiug over the

case as to be impelled by the Holy Spirit to this very
thing, God using him to show the youth what the divine
will {a, You canuot pick up any one at randonr and say
that the schools can mould him ioto a preacher, I can-
not set apart my boy to the gospel ministry. [ can offer
him to God, I can say in all sincerity, ason my knees [
fall, Lord take him and use him as thou willest, lead him
into the place of thine own choosing. Make him &
preacher of the Word if it please thee, but if thy plan is
otherwise, employ him where thou seest he can best pro-
mote thy glory. . Thy will be done. If that son comes
up to preach, I rejoice. 1f sssured that he is
led of God inte something else, and if seelng
that he loes honorably there, I ought not to rejoice the
less, although somebow we incline to esteem-it best of
all to be a pulpit ambassador. My brethren, care ls heed-
ful lest we trespass upon the divine prerogative, presum-
ing to select persons for this atation and that. God has
defiaite plans. not for s scattered few, but for each aud
for all, and it will nkver do to be luring into the miunistry
those designed for sometbing else, nor to be taking away
from it those whom Gol beckons to it. Doubtless those
meant for physicians or merchants ‘sometimes s ray into
the piistorate. More frequently, however, for se (ii1h and
temporal reasons, those ,\vhom the Lord would have in

the p get d in other vocations, It
is a pity to miss the right place, or to get the right place
and there do poorly, since their need - be nelthe:, prayer
giving us sccess to infinite wisdom and power. How
great, then, is the sin of neglecting prayer or of makieg
intleof it  The,maltiplication offJaborers for the wait-
ing acres that streich far uu&,on every side 18 somewhat
and somehow in our hands. eighty responsibility, we
say. VYes; but why not rather say, magnificent oppor-
tunity. O for grace to rise as a body to the greatuess
of pur privilege. Dark and dead it ali is when the Mas-
ter is little resorted unto. The home atmosphere, meaut
to be heaven-lHke, is other than sweet and wholesome.
tireed and over-reaching obtain in business. Society is
corrupt. Men in political life seive not for their conntry
and their God but for thems:ives. Sabbath desecration
increaser. The churches langunish, they grow worldly,
conversions do not occur in them, by pittances is mouey
doled out, and benighted heathen get little from those
bidden to take them the Bread of Life. How many will
lay the lesson to heart this day that a lost race may be
b-ought home to the bosom of God. .

Finally, prayer is to be offered not only for births into
the Kingdom, and for the assignment of the regenerate
to their respec ive posts, but aleo that needed pressure
may be employed to bear men forward to the spheres
that they ought to take. Obeerye, will you, that strong
expression, ** Pray that be send forth,” Itis cast forth
or thrust out, impiylog argency and propulsion, as thongh
there were much to hold men back from entrance upon
the undertaking. And true s it that restraints are many
and mighty. bo is sufficlent for what is exacted of the
Christlan, whether missionary or merchant ? Terribly
bitter i« the enmity of the world against God and his
messengere. What a thankless task it often is, so far as
men are concerned, the effort to,extend the spiritual king-
dum 1n hearis aud communities, How the flesh shrink«
from mrivations that often wait upon the fulfilling of this
high commni<sion. The burdens of cthers have to be
made onrown ; their sins, when learned of by closeness
of touch, press us down ;. their ingratitude for choicest
labors on thelr behalf is apt to take away all our apirit for
sustained attempts. Therefore importunste prayer is
neccesary, continually necessary, that the power and
tenderness of our Lord may just bear us forth, bear
others forth, in spite of everything, to the doing o' that
which we and they were born to achieve. Tarrying to
count the cost. to take an inventory of the little we hrvs
of our own to do with and of the much that must inevit-
ably be encountered. turning over in our minds« the hard-
ships that may arise wnd .the improbabi itics
of any great success, we get weaker and weaker,
while souls keep perishing and the purpose of
Christ's dying goes mot ,on to ita glorions
completion. Hence love’'s own compulsion must thrist
un out, leaving us no other reliance than the promise . f
divine ance and sustaining. It may escape our ap-
Predn n that & ‘great deal which overtakes usin ovr
ives, soment which is patuful to bear, is iu answer to
our asking that the Lord send forth laborers. Some
mere incidentsl of living is absorbiog our thought, means
are used as though they were ends, making it necessary
that by vigorod tment we be shaken out of the waste
ful way. Our own plars are ruthlessly upset that the
neglected plane of God, which onght to be ours, may be
taken up with A throsting force s exerted upon the
neglectful and half hearted, upon the fearful and ‘hesi-
tating, in the readiug of the Word of God with its story
of sin and redemptisn throuvh pastor'd sermon and mis-
sionary's appesl, by the sfil'ction that draws the mind
to higher concerns, in the drying up of the earth-foun-
taine from which so much was expected, by the hedging
up of the way on this side and on thet, and from the
strong and patient action ot the Holy Spirit in conjune-
tion with the divers opportunities and experiences May
the folly of resistence be exchanged for the wisdom of
surrender. “Pray.” ‘Go,” and “Lo I am with
{on alway.”” The cal! of the wmerning, then,
s & call to oprayer,— prayer in  the closet,
around the fa altar, by the wavside, in the house of
God, everywheft,—to an upsending of united cries to:
dav and in the days to follow for » baptiam of the Holy
Spirit 4nd a revival of pureand undefiled religion.
With general to the call there sha'l dawn & fair-
er, gladder day we have seen for lang. Then shall
we have Christ’s ey&and heart and live hia lite, then
shall he see of the travail of his soul

Send forth thy Jaborers, Lord, to call
e th C ; the hardened old
 homeless ;

till all




