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June 9, 1897,

& The Sunday School s

BIBLE LESSON.
Adapted from Hurlbut's Notes.
Second Quarter.

Lesson X11-+Rom, 14, 10-21
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

[Read chapter 14. |
GorLoxs TrxT,

1t in good neither to ent flesh nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother
stumbleth,—Rom, 14, 21.

1, LIVING 70 0OD, VHRSKS 10-12

10, BUT WRY DOST THOU JUDGE THY
wROTHER—"' But you—why do you judge
your brother? He takes up the verb used
in his former appeal to the ' weak,’ verse
3" ' The original is more lvely : ' But
thou (the weaker believer), why judgest
thou thy brother? And thou ufmn (the
stronger ), whiy despisest thou thy brother 7'
VoR WK SBALL ALL (the strong and the
weak together) STAND BEVORYE THE JUDG-
MENT SKAT OF CHxr—'"" All the most
anclent and best manuscripts read here,
' the judgment seat of God.” "' ' We shall
stand, all of us, on one level, whatever
were our mutual sentitsents on earth, what-
ever claim we made here tosit as judges on
ul::'d brethren, before the tribunal of our
God,"

11, RVERY TONGUK SHALL CONVESS TO
Gop - ' Consequently shall bow to the
award of God upon their character and ac-
tions,” The prophecy is quoted substanti-
ally from Isa, 45, 23, A universal subjec-
tion, wm{nr or unwilling, to the divine
judgment, 1s described,

12, 0 THEN RVERY ONE OV US SHALL
OIVE ACCOUNT OF HIMSRLY TO oD, ~The
nccount is to be given to God—mnot to his
brethren, Thus of himself he must ac-
count—-not of his fellow-Christians,  Then
there is no chance to bribe the Judge or
hide the sin, Then the balances swing
free, and justice is done, 1t is a deep re-
minder that the beloved Saviour is also,
and in no figure of speech, but in an eter-
nal earnest, the Master too, We would
not have him not to be this, He would not
be all he is to us as Baviour were he not
Usds alio, and forever,”’

. LIVING IN LOVE, VERSES 1318,

13, Lwr us Nox TRYRIVORT, JUDGR (s
sume the office of judge over'’) oMk Aw-
OTHRR ANY MORY , 'BUT JUDGE THIS
RATHER~—' A beautiful sort of play upon
the word ' judge,’ menning, * But let. this
be yopr jm gment, not to put & stambling
block,’ " ete, Leave others free to obey
their own consciénces, as we wish to be
free ourselves,

14, THERE 18 NOTHING UNCLREAN OF
st v—This Christ had plainly faught,
Mark 7, 15, ''Hence it is that he calls
those *the strong’ who believe in the abo-
lition of all ritual distinctions under the
gospel, Bee Acts 10, 15" To niy THAT
KOTREMETH ANVTHING TO BI UNCLEAN,
TO HIM IT I8 UNCLEAN=—'' And therefore
yon, because you are not his comscience,
must not tamper with his conscience, Itis,
in this case, mistaken; mistaken to his own
lowss and to the loss of the chiurch, Yes, but
what it wants is not your compulsion, but
the Lord's light, If you ean do so, bring
that Hght to bear in a testimony made ini-
pressive by holy love and unselfish consid-
erateness, But dare not, for Christ's sake,
compel a conscience, Vor conscience
means the man's hest actual sight of the
Iaw of right and wrong. It may be a dim
and distorted sight ; but it is his best at
this moment, He cannot violate it with-
out sin, nor can you bid him do so without
yourself sinning. Conscience may not al-
ways see aright, But to transgress con-
science is alwayvs wrong.’'

15, BUT 1¥ THY BROTHER BE GRIEVED
(* has his weak conscience hurt’’) wrtH
THY MEAT—'' Rather, ' because of meat.’
The word ‘meat’ is purposely selected as
sometning contemptible, in contrast witl
the tremendous risk run for its sake.
cordingly, in the next clause, that idea is
brought out with great strength.” This
principle bears directly on indulgence in
strong drink, WALKRST THOU NOT CHAR-
1raBLY—The rule of Christian love would
keep you from doing anything that would
distress your brother—much more from
what would destroy him. . DR$TROY NOT
HIM WITH THY MEAT, FOR wWHOM CHRIST
pIgD—*‘ Do not, with your food, work his
ruin for whom Christ cfienl. Such sentences
are too intensely and tenderly in earnest to
be called sarcastic ; otherwise how fine and
keen an edge they carry! ‘' For food's
sake !’ ‘With your food!' The man is
shaken out of the sleep of what seemed an
assertion of liberty, but was after all much
rather a du{l indulgence of —that is, a mere
slavery to—himself, ‘I like this meat ; 1
like this drink ; I don't like the worry of

these scruples ; they interrupt me, they an-
noy me ! ' Unhappy man ! It is better to
be the slave of scruples than of self. In
order to allow yourself another dish you
would slight an anxious friend’s couscience,
and, so far as your conduct is concerned,
push hinr to a vielation of it, But that
means & push on the slope which leans to-
ward spiritual ruin,  The way to perdition
in paved with violated consciences, The
Lord may counteract your action and save
your injured brother from himself—and
you, But your action is, none the less,cal-
culated for his perdition. And all the
while this soul, for which, in comparison
with your dull and narrow ‘liberty,’ you
care %o little, was so much cared for by the
Lord that he died for it.

16. LT NOT THEN YOUR GOOD-''That
in, this liberty of yours as to Jewish meats
and days, well founded thongh it be—nr
UYL, BPOKKN op—for the evil it does to
others,”” You led we into this is a bitter
word from those who have gone astray, If
you ¢ling, even at the risk of injury to
your brother, to your undoubted right of
eating what you Hke, you will lead the
heathen to spenk evil of that religion which
is the common good of weak and strong.

17, Por THE KINGDOM oF Gop—''Or,
as we should say, religion, that is, the
proper business and blessedness for which
Christians are formed into a community of
renewed men in thorough subjection to
God, Comp, 1 Cor. 4, 20.” Of that &ternal
kingdom soon to be set up we are already
citizens. 18 NOT MEAT AND DRINK ; BUT
RIGHTROUSNESS, AND PEACE, AND JOY IN
xR Hory Guosr-—* A beautiful and com-
yrehiensive division of living Christianity,
Ihis phrase, ‘joy in the Holy Ghost,’
represents L’hr*uun as so thinking and
feeling under e workings of the Holy
Ghost that their joy may be viewed rather
as that of the blessed Agent who inspires
it than their own,

11, LIVING VOR OTHERS, VERSES 19-21,

19, Thr THINGS—'* More simply, ' the
things of peace, and the things of mutual
edification,’ ”  Epmyy ANOTHER ~— The
work of God in us is often represented asa
building. It makes most |;wu;u'(:uso\in those
who are atjpesce with each other,

20, Pow (" For the sake of’' ) MEAT DRS-
TROY NOT THH WORK oF Gop—Sce verse
15. “The apostle sees in whatever tends
to violate & brotuer' s Laaiencatheinnigh

ent destruction of God's work (for ev
“eonverted

man is such ) on the same princi-
ple as * he that hateth his brother is a mur-
derer. ALL THINGS INDEED AR PURN~—
S Clean,’ theritunl distinctions being at
an ewd,” ‘“He dyubtless qnotes a watch-
word often heard ; and it was truth itself iu
the abstract, but capable of becoming a
fatal fallacy in practice ; but anything is
bad to the man who is brought by a stumb-
ling-block to eat it."”” BUT I'T 18 RVIL, FOR
THAT MAN (* there is criminality in the
man’') WHO EATHTH WITH OFFENSH—
“That is,80 as to stumble a weak brother."
What we do others will do, even though

they believe it to be wrong, because they

see us doit,  Thus our conduct, which is
in itself right, will lead to what in their
case is wrong, To refrain from such con-
duct is therefore a kindness to our brother,

21, 17 18 GOOD NEITHER TO EAT FLUESH,
NOR PO DRINK WINKE, NOR ANYTHING
WHEREBY THY BROTHER STUMBLETH, OR
¥ OVFENDED, OR 18 MADE WEAK —
“ Rather, 'is weak.,' ' This is Christian
liberty.; a liberation from the strong and
subtle law of sclf ; a freedom to live for
others, independent of their evil, but the
servant of their souls,”’ ** But this injunc-
tion to abétain fromn flesh, from wine, amd
from whatsoever may hurt the conscience
of n brother, must be properly understood.
Manifestly, the apostle is treating of
the regulation of the Christian's con-
duct with reference simply to the

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Frcjudicen of the weak in faith ; and
1is directions are to be considered not as
prescriptions for one's entir: lifetime, even
to Kmmote the good of men on a larger
scale, bat ﬂmpl‘y as cautions against the
too free use of Christian liberty in matters
where other Christi through weak

are not persuaded that such ﬁiheﬂy is di-
vinely allowed.

¥ ¥

Recent excavations in Babylonia, under
Dr. J. H. Haynes, have brought to light
authentic records which, as made clear by
Professor Dr. H. V. Hilprecht, carry back
the history of the race to an earliér date
than was known before, Their archeologi-
cal value is even vet little known and faint-
1( o clated. The latest excavations
disclose historic data transcending in im-
portance the most sanguine expectations
at their start, A record of the explorations
which secured these results is now to be
published, under the ausp and by the
authority of the Department of Archeology
and I‘n{mnm]ogy of the Unpiversity of
Pennsylvania, under which the abno-yBl
jan Exploration Fund carries on its work.
The volume will include the personal nar-
rative of Dr. Haynes, director of the sze-
dition since 1892, and member of the earlier
expedition in 1888, as expanded and mﬁ

and

plemented by Dr, Hilprecht, Assyriol

of the expedition from the beginning,

editor-in-chief of the publications of the
Babylonian Explorationl Pund. It is to be
illustrated by lcventr or more maps, plans,
and other plates, including sketches of it.
most recent imy nt finds, The volume
is to be issued by John D. Wattles & Co.,
of Philadelphia, corr ding in style
with “Recent Research in Bible Lands,”
as edited by Professor Hilprecht. Price,
$2.50. It will be published simultaneously
in the United States and Great Britain,

¥ ¥ ¥

IT DOBSN'T PAY

T0 PARLEY WITH RHEUMATISM.
Rheumatic joints, and aching limbs mean
inability to work, and inability to work, for

most means inability to gain a live-
ﬁhwx”z?mmtht point o’l vhev it doesn't
y to parley with Rbeumatism, Then
another side of
agony

mineral springs in Indiana
and mud baths, but these did him sa fittle
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Agents Wanted at Once !

- FOR ————
V‘The Diamiond Jubilee Edition

THE LIFE OF HER MOST GRACIOUS
MAJESTY, ENTITLED!

“Victoria Sixty Years
a Queen.”

This attractive volume is charmingly
written, It covers the whole field of the
Queen's life, sotially and otherwise, em-
bracing all the leading events in Her
Majesty's reign, and forming an impartial
narrative of the times of this memorable
period of British history. It is profusely
illustrated with portraits and other superior
engravings., Sold only by subscription, at
popular prices. Large discounts to Agents.
Act gquickly, Write at once for terms and
ull particulars . Address,

R. A. H. MORROW,
59 Garden Street, :
ST JHON, N. B.
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A Pure White Soap

‘Made of the Finest Grade
& of Vegetable Oils, &

BeststFors Toiletotand #Bath
Saint Croix Soap Company,

good that he returned Home to Hamilton a -
S e iestadking Apchiias’ bt r-msadibivdios b i bue
yckman's Koote-

nay Cure, and four have completely
culz;dhrh‘n. He Mht&l}(tﬁwv«t w:' ,S' S- LIBRARI ES.

: i b1 Lot Pub by The A Pub, -
outset, bo:."mh time and would | istest and beat Sooks, In A mmy’:
have saved, and how much ring be | otbalare p‘:,::-."“d to me for deseriptive

would have escaped.

Mr. James Watson, living at 64 Florence
Street, in the CitLof Hamilton, makes a
sworn statement, he is employed as moulder
in the Grand Trunk shops. He had Rheu-
matism so bad in his feet and knees that he
could not work steadily, He says since
ukln Ryckman's Kootenay Cure he has
not felt a twinge of Rheumatism.

Now he can work every day, without
the slightest suffering. Kootenay has put
the e tism to r‘;xn. :

It y you if you are a victim ol
Rhonmati-': or Sciatica to investigate the
Merits of Ryckman's Kootenay Cure. To
parley with these diseases means loss of
time, loss of money, loss of health.

Sworn statements of cures sent free on
A tion to the Ryckman Medicine Co.,

amilton, Ont.

One bottle lasts over a month.

Walter Baker & Co., Limites.

‘L', . !
children.

‘Dorchester, Mass., U. 8. A.
The Oldest and Largest Manufacturers of

. PURE, HIGH GRADE
Cocoas e Chocolates

W It is palatable, nutritious-and healthful; a great favorite with
Consuthers should ask for and be sure that they get the genaine
Walter Baker & Co.’s goods, made at Dorchester, Mass., 6‘.

5. A,

CANADIAN HOUSE, 6 Hospital St., Montreal.

T. H HALIL,
St. ohn.

MANCHESTER, »# » =
# o ROBERTSON » »
s 4 s o & ALLISON,

27 and 29 King Street, St. Jokn,.
P e
Dry Goods, Millinery; Carpets, House
Furnishings; Cloths and Tailors'
Trimmings.
¥ %N

Wholesale and Retail.
* ok kK .
MANCHESTER, ROBERTSON and ALLISON.

The Standard American Brand » ¢ » ¢ Establishad 1850

SPENCERIAD

DROP US A LINE
If you wish to sclect 2 STEEL
PEN suitable for your handwriting

 ——

SPENCERIAN PEN CO.
450 Broome Strect, New York, N. V.
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