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Reflections on Current Events by
the Boarders.

, ¢ If the eight-hour day is but a side
-issue of the labor question,” said Sin-
nett, “ will some of you please fell me
the resl and ultimate aim of labor re-
form. I have heard you talk about
land reform, about money reform,
sbout Government ownership of rail.
roads and about shortening the hours of
1abor. All of you seem to argue that
the effect of each and every ome of
these reforms would be beneficial to
the great mass of the people ; you don’t
seem to underrate their importance, but
after you have fully discnssed them all
you invariably close with the remark
that after all they are but side isenes of
the labor question. This question has
more side shows attached to it than a
travelling circus ; now, I want to see
the circus. I want to know what all
#his racket is about.”

* All right,” said Brown, * don’t get
excited and I'll tell you all about it.
Labor reform has but one purpose ; ite

at aim is to secure to labor all that
which labor creates. It proclaims that
@l men are-born equal in respect to
their rights to the soil and therefure de-
mands free access to natural opportuni-
ties, We clearly understand that«gs
long as any man makes a profit on your
labor, you do not reeeive all your labor
is worth. Either that, or else the iin
who buys the product of your labor is
paying more for it than it is worth ; if
he does, then he is being robbed, and
if he don't, then you are bemng robbed.
Profit, properly defined, is either un-
paid wages of the producer or a forced
tax upon the necessities of the con-
sumer. I don't know what you woulu
call it, but I call it robbery ; legalized,
no doubt, but robbery just the same. I
must be abolished before labor can se-
¢éure its own.”

“Well, I can’t see,” said Sinnett,
““ how you are going to abolish profits,
Another thing I can’t understand is,
what connection land and money re-
form, Government ownerrhip of rail-
ways and shorter working hours can

possibly have with the abolition of pro-.

fits.”

 To the superficial observer it would
seem so.no doubt,” replied Brown ;
“but just let us dive down a litile
deeper and investigate for .ourselves.
There must be some powerful cause
which compels the laborer to accept
less than what his labor creates and
under which the difference fipds its

way into the pockets of another manj. -

a8 profits.  'What is this cause ” ¢
“ It seems. to me,” said Phil, “§l

the cause is to be found in the fag

the few—the wealthy—own and

trol the tools of production whi

many—the poor—must use in o

which the laborer must uee which coty-
pels him to accept less than what hﬁ
fabor produces.”

 That’s true, to a certain extent,"

\.

said Brown, * but the ownership of the!

tools of production is not the only
cause. I cloim that private ownership
of land bas just as much if not more to
do with it than the ownership of tools,

Lot me illu-trate this point, so that I|

may be understood. We will suppose
a community in which the land is ab-
solutely free and open to settlement to
anyone who cares to cultivate it. We
will also suppose a number of large
manafactories in the same commaunity.
In this community, as in all others
there are some men who do not like
factory life and these will séttle on the
land. There are also others to whom a
farmer’s life offers little or no attrac-
tion and they will prefer to woik in
the factories. Now, where land is free
and open to settlement the same as in
this community the whole product of
the land will go to him who cultivates
it as wages. Self-evidently, the wages
in these factories will be an amount
equal to what labor could procure from

the least productive land open to set-
tlement ; for if at any time less than
this would be offered labor wouldleave
the fac'ory and spply itself to land

which yields more. In spite of ﬂm ‘

manufacturer owning the tools of pro;|,
duction he could not in this community | ¢il
force wages below this point. But Jet
land ownership exist and rent srise and
conditions will change at once, The |,

whole product of the land new.mo|Co
longer goes to labor as wages, but only/|.

that part which remains afier the pay-

ment of rent. This enables the manu- |
facturer 10 reduce wages to that point |

which would still yield an equivalent
to what Jabor employed on land could]
procure after payment of rent, And
£0, a8 rent of land increases in ‘this
community would the power of the
manufacturer to reduce wages increase
until they barely sufficed ‘to buy the
bare necessities of him ‘who works for
wages. This is the point which we
have reached ; and this is the connec-
tion between land and labor reform.
We realize that so long as some men
are allowed to own and control the
tools of production and others are al-
lowed to own the land of the country,
those who neither own part of one or
the other are helpless in the hands of
those who do. It gives one section
the power fo rob the other section and
pocket the plunder under the name of
profit, interest, or rent, and it compels
those who are being robbed to submit
to the operation. Under our present
social system, which is the outcome of
centuries of claes rule, there is no re-
dress for the victims; they must grm
and bear it. We believe that indi-
viduals and private corporations must
be shorn of the power which the own-
ership of land and the tools of produec-
tion give, and that this power must’ be
vested in the people and through their
government administered for the bene-

fit of all. Though it means the com-
plete overthrow of the competitive sys-
tem, it can and will be brought about
gradually. Land reform, money re-
form, Government owuer:hip and con-
trol of railways, telegraphs and tele-
phones, abolition of the contract sys-
tem on public works, the shortening of
the hours of labor, all of’these singly,
will not settle the labor question ; they
are but steps towards th? total aboli-
tion of the wage system ‘and must be
regarded as such. Some qther time we
must take up currency 'reform and
transp-rtation and find ofit what Yela-

tion they bear to labor reform and the
abolition of wage slavery.”

Birr Brapgs.
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GO0 jas held last Thursday evening—L. Z
live; as you pointed out the other
night, it is this ownership of the toqlw
1 Ville Marie Assembly, J. P. Coutlee and

oudreau, president, in the ckair.
« Credentials were read and accepted from

F. X, Boileau ; Brotherhood of Carpenters
4nd Joiners, No. 666, J. B, Champagne.

The minutes of the last regular meeting
were read and confirmed,

The special committee on water tax re~
ported having held two public meetings,
and recommended that three more meetings
be held in different parts of the city, and
that the Council vote & sum of money to
defray the expenses of same,

On motion of Delegate Darlington, se-
conded by Delegate St. George the report
was concurred in, and the sum of $25 voted
the committee to carry on their work.

The Widow Flynn Committee reported
their intention to hold a grand drawing in
aid of the defence fund. Delegates Dar-
lington, Lafontaine and W. Keys being
unable, owing to other duties, to attend the

» ! meetings of the committee, were replaced

by Delegates R. Keys, Gus Gibbons and
J. P, Coutlee,

The case of ex~Treasurer Ayotta was
then taken up.

It was moved by Delegate Darhngton,
seconded by Delegate J. Brennan that the
committee present & full written report at
the next meeting, Carried.

Delegate Lafontaine having resigned as a
member of the night school committee and
Mr. P, A. Duffey being no longer connected
with the Council, Delegates Boileau and
Darlington were elected in their stead.

1t was then moved by Delegate Lafrance,

M uﬂdnllﬂ’ld ugiihh and limit the hours

seconded by Dele Flﬂhnr, that the ques-
‘tion of t:o’ Bumnw Statistics beqhid
over till pext mnting,mdthst Mr.A. T,
Lepine, M.P., be requested to attend said

fo blve the city chor.

of Ilsbor for cleth; g:im &
: ar
t,m yte J, ‘ﬁ -\nﬂm the
rii’ﬁginbn against  so-
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of l,. Offer to Arnalzamato
V lth the Amorlcan Faderatlon

The K. of L. convention dlmm a hl%v
ly important resoluiion offered by A

Wright to setile the differences between the
K. of L. and the American Federation of
Ltbor They were finally adopted, 95 yeas,
5 nays. If these resolutions are accepied by
the %’edeuﬁon it means that over 60,000
laboring men will be united in organized
labor assemblies or unions,.

The proposition ombrmd in the resolu-
tion is as follows ;"

1. In futare all: nghtlof Labor working
at a trade or calling shall recognize and re-
spect the working cards of all unions of the
same trade or ing attached to or affili-
ated with the American Federation of
Labor or connected with any labor organ-
izations who are parties to the agreement
when such unions and their members shall
in like manner recagnize and respect the
working carde of such Knights of Labor.

2. All labels the property of the Feder-~
ation, or of any body attached to it, or of
any of the labor organlzations who are par-
nu to the agreement, shall be officially

ecognized and indorsed by the Kmghts of
stor. and all Knights of Lo.bor labels shall
be officially recognized and indorsed by the
Federation and the other parties to this
agreement,

‘8. No person who is & suspended or ex~
pelled member of any union in affiliation

‘any body or ovganization that shall refuse

with the Federation @r of any other body a

arty to this agreement, or who is in arrears
F or dues or assessments or in any other way
indebted to such union oerganizastion, shall
be admitted to membership in any assembly
of the K. of L. without the consent of such
union or organization, in writing, and in
like manner no person who has been expelled
or suspended by an assembly of the K. of
L., or whois indebted, or in arrears for dues
or ‘Basessments o such assembly, shall be
admitted to membership in any union
affiliated with the Federation or any of the
orgenizations who are parties to thisagree-
ment.

4, The provisions here made shall be
promulgated as soon as practicable, and go
into effect on and after January 1, 1892, and

git
Resolved that no other assembly of K. of
L. shall form an alliance or affiliation with

%o enter an agreement as above with this
order, and be it further

Resolved that should the American
Federation of Labor at its comiog annyal
session refuse to enter into the agreement as
outlined ‘above it shall be the duty of the
geueral officers of the K. of L. to issue an
address to the workingmen of America set-
ting forth all the facts,

This afternoon the Assembly was in se
cret s ssion, and it is. said that the secret
work has been totally changed to prevent
expelled members coming in. In the case
of J, -J. Holland, of Florida, an expelled
member of the General Executive Board,
the expulsion was sustained.

In the' discussion on this point it was
charged that he and others boodled the
yellow fever fund sent by the General
Assembly to the Florida K. of L in 1888.

A proposition to admit lawyers to mem-
bershvp in the order was ro]eo'ed
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STOCK OF

BOOTS avo SHOES

e AND =

RUBBERS.

Bought at 65¢ on the $.

Must be Sold in 15 days

CALL EARLY
AND GET A BARGAIN AT

1351
ST. CATHERINE  ST.

EZ The Chedpest Sale ever
held in the East End.

S. H. PARKER,|

THE BARGAIN MAKER.

No More Misrepresentation!

ALL OUR GOODS SOLD ON THEIR MERITS.

Select your Furpiture from the Largest Stock in Canada

TEE & MATRTIIT,
Palace Furniture Store,

387 1o 367 ST. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL.

“All the Comforts of Home’?

Can be enjoyed by using one of our Stoves.

“One of the Finest”

Cook Stoves Made, and one that will do its share of the Heating.

“One of the Bravest”

and Finest things to do is to overcome your prejudice and remember there cam
be just as good Goods made in your own town as any other,

‘““The Grass is Green Far Away,”

But we notice that r fter knockmg around the wcrld a few years M
about as goo a city to live in as any further West. The yStoves ?\Irl:r::;:

here, and by your own people. Mlght as well put the money in th
a8 mail it to other cities. Think it over, and if you want nztove aﬂ;vlvm ::0:;

quote you prices.
SATESROOMS :

6524 CRAIG STREET, 2495 NOTRE DAME STREET,
319 ST.JAMES STREET, 1417 ST. CATHERINE STREKET,
CORNER INSPECTOR AND WILLIAM STS., HAYMARKET SQUARE

W. CLEﬂDIN I\TENG & SON.
TEA! T TEA

Housekeepers,zlook to your interestsfand

BUY STROUD'S TEAS AND COFFEES,

Have you tried STROUD'S 30¢ Black, Green or Japan Teas? If
so and save 100 to 20c per lb. This is no catch, and anl;' pation ﬁndm;‘:;: e(i:
Teas not as represented will have their money refunded.

Stroud's Tea and Coffee Warehouss,
9188 NOTRE DAME ST. NFAR MOUNTAIN,

GREAT REDUCTION !

sl GG

Furniture, Bedding

~—— AND —

Baby Carriages!

SNOW 18 THE TIME TO BUY |=

All goods stored and insured FREE until' wanted.

H. A.WILDER & CO.,

232 to 238 McGill Street




