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A SCANDALOUS APPOINTMENT.

Little fault will be found with the
appointment by the McBride govern-
ment of a commission to revise . the
statutes of British Columbia, The last
revision took place thirteen years ago,
and the legislature has been quite busy
since that time mixing and complicat-
ing the laws of the province. And, ac-
cording to competent authorities, much
of .the confusion is due to the
muddling methods eof one of the
gentlemen who has beeny ap-
pointed by the government to
clear away the accumulated debris.
We refer'to Mr. Charles Wiléon, K. C.,
and to his term of office as Attorney-
General, With the appointment of Mr.
A. P. Luxton, K. C.,, as one of the
revisers no one will find fault, We be-
lieve .the consensus of legal = opinion
will be that the appointment of Mr.
Luxton is a good one. This King's
Counsellor is a ‘careful, painstaking,
thorough ‘and able man, with a well-
ordered, methodical mind. If the work
were left entirely in his hands, there
is no question that it would prove sat-
jsfactory alike to the profession and to
the laity, But evéry one must -know.
that the selection of Mr. Wilson is a
purely political one, It was made be-
cause a job had to be found for a
gentleman who is considered to ' have
rendered the party some service. For
this service the province is to be made
to pay, the effort to have Mr. Wilson
elevated to the Bench of either the
Supreme or the Appellate Court having
failed.

There is little doubt that the an-
nouncement of the personnel of the
commission appointed to undertake the
!mportanf work of revising the statutes
will cause consternation in the ranks
of the legal profession. Yet it is just
what might be expected under the sys-
tem adopted by the McBride govern-
ment of turning the entire public ser-
vice of the province into a pension
bureau for the beneflt of party hadks
and heelers. - The recently adopted pub-
lic service act was ignored in the mat-
ter of the appointment of an assessor
for the Victoria District. Two scandals
already since the govemment recelved
its  “mandate” from the people What.
need an administration: with- thirty-
seven of a majority care for public
opinion?

‘

A PIT FOR THEIR OWN FEET.

The' Lords are quite busy defending
their course on the hustings, And Fet
the strongest and thet#ablest lordings
of them all admit the imperative ne-
cessity of reforms which will have
the effect of limiting and cu;tailing the
powers of the purple chamber. Is this
not practically a confession that a
fatal error was made in rejecting the
Lloyd-George Budget? Probably their
Lordships will now admit that they
were ill-advised in’ ignering the advice
of " Lord Rosebery; Yard Crewe and
Lord Cromer. If the Lords did the right
thing, as they claim, in insisting that
the question of “broadening the basis
of taxation” as proposed By the Liberal
government, in contradistinction to the
scheme of tariff reform which the
Conservatives claim would have a
similar effect, should he submitted to
the people for endorsement, wherein
lies theé necessity of reforming  the
Lords? If they did right in rejecting
the budget, it would surely be wrong
to shear them of their powers and thus
prevent them from doing the right
thing again should the necessity arise.
But the weakness of t\heir Lordships’
argument lies in the fact that it is
only when a Liberal government is in
power by will of the people as repre-
sented in the House of Commons that

U

assumed prerogative of vetoing legis-
lation and compelling an appeal to the
people. Their admission that a reform
is necessary which will have the. effect
of preventing such a situation as has
arisen and is now being dealt with is
tantamount to a confession that they
were wrong and that the electors will
convict them of wrongdoing on the day
of political judgment now drawing
near, There is ground-for the assump-
tion which is general throughout the
English-speaking world to-day’ that
@reat Britain is approaching the great-
est constitutional crisis in her political
history and’that the events of next
week and the week -after will prove
“epoch-making.’” The defeat of the
Liberal government under the circum-
stances is therefore inconceivable. If
the Asquith ddministration had no
~her purpose in view than retention
~wer, ‘it would have the best of
tfor returning- thanks to the
~tionaries.

AND THE PRESS,
Thex 5 of greater interest

to a peo; .no have achieved politi-

leading up to such high achlevements.'
The chief ‘issues in .the’ hot »politicﬁ\}

ampaign now engaging the people or\
1] )

- Great Britain is the method which
shall be adopted of mhléx revenue
commensurate with ‘the rqulrementa
bf the situation. The fiscal issue. up
to the date o_f abolition of the ‘‘corn
laws” always did play an important
part in the political contests of the
Mother Liand. The adoption of the
principle of free trade “took the tariff
out of politics” for half a century. Now
the issue has been raised again, angd it
is doubtful whether the results of the
pending general election will- have the
effect of permanently disposing of
the matter. But for the complications |
introduced by the Lords it is quite pos-
sible that the fight between the free
traders and the protectionists might
not haye been so one-sided as there is
every present prospect of its being.
One fact is established by the po-
litical history of Great Britain, and
that is that the Lords or the privileged
classes have always been opposed to
“light.” Previous to the enfran-
chisement of the “common people”
taxes were levied upon ‘windows. Taxes

-were also imposed upon newspapers in

the early days of the press, doubtless
Lecause that institution was suspected
of a design to illuminate popular un-
derstanding. -In a review of the career
of that great tribune of the people, the
late Willlam Ewart Gladstone, the
Canadian Courier prints a summary of
the efforts of that stern advocate’of
popular rights and popular govern-
ment to achieve freedom for the press.
The Courier says:

““William Edwart Gladstone, pub-

Jicist and litterateur, was born on De-

cember 29th, 1809. That fact has caused
much to be written about him during
the past week and no feature is more
interesting than the account of his
fight with the House of Lords over
penny newspapers. The features of
this contest bear an intimate relation
to the present struggle between the
Commons and the Lords now being
fought out, with other issues, in a gen-
eral election.

“By a law of the year 1836, there was
an inland revenue tax of a penny on
every copy of a newspaper printed Tn
Great Britain and an additional tax
of sixpence on every advertisement in
the paper. The distinct and avowed
purpose of the taxation, says Jusiin
McCarthy, was to prevent the issye of
cheap newspapers. ‘It was the creed
of many that chéap newspapers meant
the establisnment of a daily propagan-
da of socialism, communism, red re-
publicanism, blasphemy, bad spelling,
and general immorality.” In spite of
the tax, penny newspapers had come
into existerice in Liverpool, Mr. Glad-
stone’s birthplace, in London, and
other cities. The struggle to pay the
tax and also the expenses of publish-
ing was terrific, The older papers sold
at sixpence and naturally they opposed
the  ‘cheap wuns’ ' The manufacturers
of paper, strangely enough, was also
opposed to the newcomers, being un-
able to foresee the great growth ' of
their industry.

“Mr. Gladstone became the champion
of the penny rag, and in 1860 brought
in a bill to abolish the paper duties.
The second reading was carried by a
majority of fifty-three; the third read-
ing by nine. This gave courage to the
opponents in the House of Lords, and
When the bill was sent up to them, it
was promptly rejected. Mr. Gladstone
was highly incensed—and one of Mr.
Gladstone’s qualities was his ablility
to grow mightily ind{gnant when his
measure was rejected. He and Mr.
Bright maintained that since the
House of Lords could not initiate a
tax, they had ne power to reimpose a
tax which the House of Commons had
removed. It was argued in return that
the Lords could modify any schenre of
taxation,. even if they could not im-
itiate one, The question was fought
out before the public hetween sessions,
and the bill re-introduced in the -fol-
lowing year. The Lords attempted no
further opposition and the measure
became law. It is said that Lord
Palmerston sent a , message to the
Lords that the rejection of Mr. Glad-
stone’s scheme was a very good joke
for once, but they really must not try
it a second time, The Lords followed
this advice, if‘ it ever were really. given,
dnd cheap newspapers became - pos-
sible. To-day after fifty years of ex-
perience and mechanical improve-
ments, only one daily newspaper in
Great Britain sells for more than a
penny, and many of them sell for a
half-penny. Socialistic teaching has
ccme, but more through other sources
than the penny rag.”

ALAS! POOR COOK.

Our readers will remember that the
famous Dr. Cook announced on his
return from the Arctic regions that he
"had wrenched the north pole from fts
firm base, inserted a brass plate in its
stead, and brought the unique trophy,
decorated with an American flag; home
to the United States. At the time we
commented upon some contradictions
and absurdities in the story of the doe-
tor. Our scepticism has been proved
well founded. Dr. Cook brought back
with him not the:pole, but the brass
he claimed to have substituted there-
for. At the same time the fact that the
imposter had not the nerve to face the
situation his impeosture had created
may be counted to his credit. He js
ashamed of himself, which is a sign
that he is not wholly bad, There are
many imposters abroad, naked, ex-
posed and unashamed. in the United
States, in Canada, and even in British

 most ‘severe

Colun‘lbla. and very few of them will
‘bury themselves in obscurity = when
found out. We are consequently in-
clined to sympathise with Dr.” Cook,
imposter, liar and perjurer though he

were the first to accept his story and
to glorify the nation because of his
alleged discovery are the loudest and
in their condemnation.
The temptation was great, human na-
ture is ‘'weak, the possibilities of ex-
posure appeared to be remote, Eﬁd the
‘chances are that not one American out
of a thousand in similar circumstances
but. would have fallen, Rémembering
human frailty, let us deal-as leniently
as possible with the Doctor. He is a
dead one, let his ashes as an explorer
rest in peace.

COMBINES AND CONSUMERS,

Now it is the unassuming and indus-
trious, and it must also be said entgr-
prising, milkman who loSms up con-
spicuously in the limelight:" The cor-
respondent of the newspapers is chas-
tising him with scorplons, Yet we are
not sure that the milkman is so very
much to blame. He has found out the
advantages of organization. In that re-
spect he is not ‘nlque in this long-
suffering community. Others
beaten the path for him, and have not
incurred the cepsure which has fallen.
upon his back., After all, when men
find out by experience that all they
have t6 do in order to accomplfsh a

certain purpose is to meet together and
pass resolutions, and lo the thing is
done, why should they be roundly rated
for making the most of their oppor-
tunities? How many of us would be
proof against temptation under such
circumstances? Of course there must'
be a limit to such methods of elimin-
ating competition and  circumventing
the economic laws of supply and de-
mand, even if there .were not con-
densed milk factories dotting the land
and their products to be found.in every
grocery and supply store. If there are
fortunes to be made in the vending of
milk, as some ‘'correspondents of the
Times seem to believe, the inevitable
result ought to be a rush of fortune-
hunters into the dairy business—and
then we should see that which we have
all”professed a desire to behold accom-
plished, a rush of people to take wup
land. And what applies to the.dairy
branch = equally- applicable to every
other branch of the agricultural indus-
try.

But very few of us are disposed to
pay top prices for such a prime neces-
sity of life as.milk for the purpose of
bringing about the rajid settlement
of ;th'é land on Vancouver Island. For
thgt reason we grasp eagerly at thel
suggestion that the milkmen who sup-
ply Victoria have brought themselves
within the meshes of the law against
combinations by meeting togetner and
by resolution materially increasing the
prices of their product. There is no
question that their is an act ‘on the
statute book covering just such cases,
and, in order to make that law of real
force the government is making pro-
visions for the payment of the ex-
penses of all persons who invoke the
law and make out a prima facie case
against the parties or the organizations
aceused of forming combines for the
purpose of unduly raising prices.

At the same time there is something
more than a - suspicion in the public
mind that milkmen are not the only
nor the worst offenders in Victoria or
neighborhood against the anti-combine
law and against the interests of con-
sumers. If the provincial government
of this province had the true interests
of the great body of the people at heart
instead of having but one idea and
ambition—to get in, and when in to
stay in—by thoroughly investigating
and probing and exposing relief would

have

are our boasted natural resources,
from a public point of view, when they
are permitted to fall into the hands of
corporations? If conditions were im-
posed regulating prices to be charged
for products which are among the most
important necessaries of life, the lack
of system which obtains would not call
for such unqualified condemnation.
But when resources, originally the
property of the people, are developed
here and sold abroad at prices below
the cost to the local consumer, surely
the time ought to have come for the
adoption of remedial measures,

PROVINCIAL POLIT% CAL REFLEC-
TIONS.

Now that the holiday season is at
an end, the “glad hand” is beginning

become normal,
excused for bestowing a minute or two
to the consideration of matters whi:h
we expect tc occupy a E:onsiderable
deal of our attention for three or four
vears—the adaministration of provincial
affairs by the MeBride government. Al-
though the Premier has been returned
to power with a recerd majority, that
fact does not render/it immune from
criticisin, providing such criticism be
fair and reasonable—qualities which,
we submit, have always been charage
teristic of our attentions to our ese
teemed political friend and contempor-
ary the Premier. Indeed, the opposi-
tion being insignificant numerically
constitutes the strongest possible rea-
gcn for critical observation of the do-
ings of the government.

The Legislature is to meet on the

¥ 20th

inst.,, in about two weeks, Pre-

may be, now that the newspapers which'

speedily be afforded. Of what valye |

to cool off, and the business of life has |
perhaps we shall be !

mier McBride has been elected to re-
rresent two consti{uencieb. ‘We\ as-
sume that he will nominate Victoria as
his seat for the next four yéars, or for
whatever térm hé may fix as the life
of the legislature. That is a point
which of course cannot be cleared up
until a speaker is elected and . there is
an authority to receive his resigna-
tion of either Yale or WNictoria.
opposition at Ottawa hais been making
a great to-do about Sir Wilfrid Laurier
sitting in two seats, Quebec East and
Ottawa. We assume; therefore, tha:
such a trie Conservative as Mr. Mec-
Bride will not violate the principle laid
down by his friends in the East and
deprive a constituendy for a single day
longer than is necessary of its right
tc full legislative representation. His
resignation of either Viectoria‘' or Yale
will be handed 'in to° Mr. Speaker im-
‘nediately the. House assembles and s
fully organized for the dispatch of
business.

There is a Yacancy in the Cabinet.
The Attorney-General is acting Fin-
ance Minister. Hon. W. J. Bowser :s
no doubt an able man in hi§ own spe-
cial field of the law, but he is not a
financier. Nor do we think the prov-
ince would be well pleased to have him
tndergo the training necessary ta
make a competent Minister of Finance.
Besides the vacancy in the Cabinét
ought to be filled in accordance with
the requirements of, the constitution.
This. is a matter to which the Premier
cught to give his attention before the
Legisla_ture assembles. There are no
techniecal rules to be observed to bring
this about. There may be political ob-
stacles- in the way, but surely such
should not count when the government
has a magjority of thirty-seven in
House of forty-two members. If Mr.
McBride is exheriencing any difficulty
in making a seldction, we beg tonom-
inate the ¥on. the President of the
Council for the post. He is a man in
whom the people of the province have
great. confidence, and we believe the
geiection of Mr. Carter-Cotton would
be "acceptable to'a jarger number of
persons than any othéer choice the Pre-
mier could mak®#;. Mr. Cotton is a cau-
tious man, a Conservative in the real
sense of the word, and with such an un-
wieldy: majority behind it the govern-
ment ought to have a minister of the
type. of Captain "Patlow in charge of
ihe treasury.

We_ understand -‘that the government
has had in its. service for some time
one of the mast ‘cempetent mathema-
ticians or statisticians in the known
world, that wundef his supervision a
system of appointment, promotion and
equitable remuneration for the provin-
cial ecivil aerv,xceghas been -prepared,
and that it hufggbeen hccepted and
adopted hy ‘the government. That
measure, the Times was assured, was
going to “take the provincial civil ser-
vice out of politics.” Xnowing -the
character of the government, knowing
that its life depends absolutely upon
everything in connection with the ad-
ministration of the affairs of the prov-
ince being-turned to political account,
we: were sceptical. Our unbelief has
been justified already. A vacancy oz-
curred' in the civil service through the
regrettable illness of a valued mem-
ber of the staff in the assessment de-
partment. Was the position of Mr.
Worsfold as assessor for the Victoria
district filled by the promotion of an-
other member of the staff qualified by
experience and proved competance for
the discharge of his important duties?
The government does not transa’ct the
public business with a single eye to
the benefit’ of the public. The chief
end of the civil service, as of every-
thing else with which the: WMcBride
government has -to-do, is to convince
faithful “workers” that their reward
is sure. We do not- know anything
about the qualifications of Mr. E. E.
Leeson for the post of assessor. What
we do know is that Mr. Leeson’s ex-
perience hitherto. has been in the
managément of hotels, the conduct oZ
cigar manufacturies and the direction
of Tory political campaigns. These oc-
cupations are useful and necessary in
the affairs of life, but experience in
them can hardiy be accepted as fitting
a man for the position of assessor in
the service of the province.

BALFOUR’S SPEECH
CHEERS FOLLOWERS

(Continued from page 1.)

Lord Northcote said Lloyd
had lald a trap for the Lords,

had boldly
face

@ominant issue, and
tered into the arena to
traducers.

Bonar Law.

Bonar Law, Unjlenist candidate in
Dulwich, said he was strongly in favor
of reform in the House of Lords. If
the government had proposed a reform
he would have faithfully considered
the proposals with a view to supDOl‘l’
ing them.

Elections on January 17th.

Lord Milner has recovered from hiy
T=cent indispesition,

Sixteen London and fifty provincial
constituencies vote on Monday, Jan-
uary 17th. The forecasts of Unionists
are optimistic. They claim many seats,
even though in some cases the Lib-
erals in the last election had a ma<
jority «f 1,500, while on Monday a farge
number of Liberals are to’ see their
(inis

George |
but he;
may get his own figures caughi in 1L.‘I
The Lords were not afraid of being the !
en-

i
thelr ;
however,

The |

| =
|
|

WHI1E ELEPHANT

AT SPRING RIDGE |

CITY HAS PROPERTY
BUT CANNOT USE IT
J

Bought Scattered Land for
Purposes of Corporation
Yard.

The Spring Ridge gravel pits problem,
which for years-has loomed large as
a. civic.question, bids fair to be handed
on to succeeding generations with in-
creased fame, as a result of the action
of the city council of 1809. Enquiry at
the city hall elicits the fact that in
rurchasing ecertain lots from _John
Haggerty -the corporation has loaded
Hself with an asset likely to prove a
veritable “white elephant.”

It :will be recalled that ecarly last
vear the agitation which has long en-
gaged the attention of the residents of
that section of the city for the abolish-
ing of the sand and gravel pits and the
regrading of the lana in question took
definite form, the council instructing
the city engineer to prepare an esti-
mate of what it would cost to level off
the whole area. In due course and
after the expenditure of a considerable
sum of money the report was present-
ed, The estimated cost of effecting
the improvement was in the neighbor-
hood of $180,000. This scheme provided
for the making of roads and sidewalks
and other improvements to rehabilitate
the section as a residential site.

The people of Spring Ridge, how-
ever, expressed amazement at the high
¢ost. ©f the work as estimated, and
asked if a simpler plan could not be
devised. Then the engineer's staff went
to work again and, eliminating all im-
provements in the way of streets and
sidewalks and confining themselves tu
the matter of merely leveling off all
the property comprised in the sand
pits area in a uniform manner, &sti-
mated that the cost would be in the
vicinity of $50,000. This seemed agree-
able to the residents of the district,
who had several c¢onferences with the
counci] on the matter.

About this time the board, assuming
that the improvement acheme would
go through, and needing a site for a
corporation yard, thought it would be
advisable ‘to purchaseland at Spring
Ridge pits. John Haggerty had cer-
tain lots for sale there, and an option
was obtained on the same for $10,000
The deal for this property was finally
closed—and then came the denouement
disclosing the fact that the city has
acquired a white elephant.

The city barrister, on his opinion be-
ing asked, reported that the council
could not lawfully go on to private
property for the purpose of effecting
ithe improvement  work proposed, and
as several of the -property-ewners in
the district objected to the work which
the council proposed doing, the city
found itself estopped from any further
progress in the matter.

A Times reporter this morning in-
spected at the city engineer’s office at
the city hall the plan of the pro-
perty formerly owned by Mr. Haggerty,
which has passed into the hands of the
city. This plan shows four patches of
red to represent the lots and there are
white spaces which indicate that tne
lots are separated for considerable dis-
tances by intervening property.

The lots are described as follows: A
portion of Block 65—comprising lots A,
B, E, and F. Lot C of the same block
has not been acquired by the city.
Crossing Gladstone avenue the city
owns Block 54 and lot 18, of Block 53.
Then a skip i§ made across intervening
property to Block, 57, ‘where lots C, F,
D and E are owned by the city. Vin-
ing street intervenes here and then
there are ten acres—Blocks ‘48 and 49.
Looking at the plan of the properly
as drawn it is clear that it can never
be made use of for the purposes for
which it was acquired—a corporate
yard.

There are a number of other matters
in respect to which the taxpayers of
the city would like to be enlightened
before the administration vacates
office, but ‘it is improbable that their
curiosity will be satisfled. It is not
likely that anything further will be
done in regard Lo fixing the responsi-
billty for the failure of the Smith's Hill
reservoir, Arthur L. Adams having
shown no digposition to come on 1o
Victoria and make a report on the
same as requested by the council. Then
in respect ¥o the annual statement. It
is learned’ thai no statement sh®ying
the receipts and expenditures for the
year will be ready for publication untii
after the elections, notwithstanding
that the taxpayers are vitally concern-
e€d in seeing how the business of the
city has been transacted. In regard to
the fall fair deficit, the accounts are
still in the hands of J. L. Grimisson,
the auditor. Neither is there likely to
he’ 'm_,th“ g done in respect to placinz

the JIsolation hospital on a
tisfactory basis. Mayor Hall

s morning that he was confer-

’v.h the directors of the Jubilee
a]l with the idea of arranging«for
rger of the two institutions, but

»-delails of such a proposition re-

h discussion, this question |

ioubt go over as a legacy to
ng council,

3 ip also said this morning
that while he Wwill call no public meet-
ing for the purpose this year, he wiH,
pbefore vacating office, be glad
to give to the press an ‘aceount of
his stewardship during the year 1909.

RAILWAYS IN MANCHURIA.

St. Petershurg, Jan. 6.—The Russian
foreign office has received a'memor-
andum from the United States gov-
ernment, proposing as a solution for
the Manchurian probleny the neutral-
ization of the railroads in Manchuria
by their sale to an international syn-
dicate. The United States invited
‘Russian participation in such a scheme.
The supervision of the railroads ~wvould
be placed thereby in the hands of the
powers responsible for the financial
arrangements who would see that the
lines were conducted on a purely busi-
ness basis and not used for political
or strategetic purposes.

NEW (ORK GOVERNOR
FAVORS CHANGE

Boes Not Believe the People
“ould Elect Minor
State Officials.

Albany, Jan, 6.—~Judge Hughes does
not beliéve that the people should elect
the minor state officials. In his an-
nual message to the legislature he re-
commended the election of governor
and lieut. governor, allowing them to
appoint a cabinet like the National
government, The break between
Hughes and Republican machine is
riore pronounced than ever since the
suggestions, which fdllow the election
of J. P. Allis, a rabid anti-Hughes
man as president, pro tem, of the sen-
ate to succeed the late John Raines,

Hughes recommends the conservation
of the state’s foresi1 and water rights.
He says the building of the new Erie
canal should be not later than 1914,

He recommended acceptances of Mrs.
Harriman’s offer of 104,000 acres of land
to the state. The offer of Mrs., Harri-
man is made up on condition that the
state shall agree to protect her home
and grounds in Orange county where
Harriman died, from future confisca-
tion by condemnation procesdings in
case it should be decided later to ex-
tend the park.

The 104,000 acres offered to the state,
by Mrs. Harriman are in Orange and
Rockland counties where each comprise
valuable lands along the west shore of
the Hudson river.

SIX SCHOONERS FOR
SEALING GROUNDS

Pescawha Sailed for California

Coast Last Even-
ing.

(From Tuesday's Daily.)

It is reported that six sealing schoon-
ers at least will go to the Behring Sea
this year. The Pescawha salled last
evening for the California coast after
having a good deal of difficulty in get-
ting sher crew aboard. Capt. Peppitt
will also send the Umbrina later in the
season.

The Jessie is at the sealing grounds
by this time, the wind having been
favorable for some time after she left
this port. The Eva Marie will be sent
out later by Capt. Jacobson, and the
Vera is also likely to be on the hunt.
Of course the Thomas F. Bayard will
g0 as usual, she having been one of the
best paying boats sailing from this port
of recent years, Whether any more of
the Sealing Company's schooners will
be chartered has not been announced,
but it is sure that the company will
not send them out.

BELL COMPANY HAS
PROSPEROUS YEAR

Annual Report Shows Profits
of Nearly $150,000,000
During 1909.

New York, Jan. 5—The annual report
of the American Telephone and Tele-
graph Go., which recently purchased the
Western Union Telegraph Co., shows to-
day that the concern made nearly $150,-
000,000 during the last year. It was the
most prosperous year in the history of the
Bell interests. This record of profit for
12 months made the railroad magnates
and other financial powers in Wall Street
sit and take notice.

CLASH BETWEEN TROOPS.

French Native Soldiers Fired Upon by
‘Turks—Several Men Killed and
Wounded.

Paris, Jan. 6,--Native soldiers, serv=
ing at 'Tunis under the French flag,
have been fired upon by Taurkish
soldiers, according to dispatches re-
ceived at the war cifice to-day.

The natives returned the fire and
several Turkish- soldiers were Killed
and many wounded, the dispatches
stated.

The clash
the natives occurred on the border be-
tween Tunis and Tripoli, near the vil-
‘age of Daida. The cause of the out-
break was not stated,

;Iw'pon receipt of the news of the en-
counter the French government mads
demands on Turkey. to withdraw he1
troops from Daida.

BUYS STEAMER.

The Belcarra to Run Between Vancou-
ver and Ladysmith.
Vancouver, Jan. 6.—Sechelt Steam-
ship Company, of this city, has pur-
chased from the Terminal Steam

| Navigation Company the steamer Bel-

carra, which will be placed on the run
{ from here to Ladysmith on Janu

17th, to alternate with the steamer ,’I}a.’;y-\,
tar. The company expects to contlude
arrangements for the purchase o n-
other new steamer in the Old Counh-
try, which is to be much larger snd
better than any in their present service.

SUCCUMBS TO INJURIES.

Fireman Dies From Burnsn Sustained
When Engine Toppled Into Ditch.

San Francisco, Cal.,, Jan. 6.—Guy Cam-
eron, a Southern Pacific fireman, who
was badly scalded at Napa Junction on
Tuesday when his engine left the rallg
and toppled into a ditch, dfed here to-
day.

His death makes the second victim of
the accident, Engineer Charles Ross hav-
ing been caught in the cab of the over-
turned engine ,and scalded to death.
Cameron managed to jump when the en-
gine left the rails, but was caughs in g
jet of steam. He was crazed by the in-

betveen the Turks and| peig Monday

MINING IN THE
KASLO-SLOCAN DISTRICT

Outlook is Bright for the Pres.
ent Year—Extensive
Work Planned.

The mining outlook for 1910 oo -
up the most promising for a deca,
past. In the local field the prosp.
are particularly bright, says i Kasi)
Kootenaian, and the slow but graq,
rise in the prices of silver augurs -
for the silver-lead industry.

Assurance is given that the Slocap
Star, one of Sandon’s best knowp
properties, is about to start up
active ‘as of yore. Then there is (],
possibility or probability of the ol
Payne resuming life and being wor)
ed upon an extensive plane. From
all reports by next spring the Surprise
mine at Sandon will also be in g
working condition after completing an
extensive but deep development plan
which has been underway for several
years. The Richmond-Eureka is work-
ing steadily and is generally supposed
Lo begin aggressively in the spring. Ot
the other properties around there that
can be depended upon are the Reco
and Rulh, possibly the Noble Five, and
the rich McAllister group at Three
Forks. The outlook for the Silver City
is particularly bright, and it would
not surprise us next spring to find
conditions of such promising aspect as
to encourage the Great Northern to
reconnect Sandon with Xaslo and
nake - better arrangements here to
handle all ores more expeditiously than
heretofore.

Shipments from the Lucky Jim are
at present hampered somewhat owing
to the reluctance on the part of the
Great Northern to accept zinc cons
signments for the United States, due
in part no doubt to the switchmen's
strike across the line and the diffi-
culty experienced in handling the ton-
nage in a frozen state. In the mean-
time development of the mine is being
proceeded with, and when conditions
are favorable the Lucky Jim ,will be
to the fore.

With good prices for metals the
Rambler could ship extensively, bu?
under the present conditions there is
nothing to warrant a large output,
consequently all efforts are confined
to develgping this noted property.

By spring it is expected that the
Rio will be among the K. & S. ship-
pers. Its prospects are such as to war-
rant development of a rather extensive
nature for a prospect, but the owners
have absolute faith in the property de-
spite the discouragement experienced
after driving the 450-foot tunnel,

At Whitewater the greatest. activ-
ity, outside of Sandon, is expected
along the K. & S. line. The White~
water and the Whitewater Deep both
shipped. extensively the past season,
and | -this syear promises to  witness
greater activity than ever before.
With connections made from the long
Deep tunnel to the upper workings,
that property will be one of the banner
producers of the province.

Up South Fork, in addition to the
Bismarck, Cork, Flint and other pro-
perties, there is likely to be a consoli-
dation of several interests whereby
three properties will be worked to ad-
vantage. At present affairs are in an
embroyo state, but the deal has every
assurance of being consummated in
time to start up in the spring.

Along the lake Ainsworth promises
to be as active as at any time in its
history. The success attending the
operation of the Highland-Buckeye is
attracting capital Lo the old camp,
and from reports reaching wus, old
Ainsworth is likely to see an era of
prosperity, but a more stable one, as
swept over it in the early days.

In the northern section Poplar ap-
pears destined to come again to the
fore. The deal put through here a
day or twe ago is but the forerunmner
of others to follow. Engineers have
been quietly gathering all data pos-
sible as to the rich gold resources of
that section, and it would not sur-
yrise us to see an influx of ecapital
next summer to develop some of the
gold outcroppings up there known to
exist on the surface. Taken'as a whole
the outlock for mining during the
eoming year appears very alluring.

ELECT OFFICERS.

Si]ipma.sters’ Association Hold Annual
Meeting and Receive Reports.

The annual business’ meeting of the
Victoria Shipmasters’ Association was
evening in the associa-
Imperial ‘Bank building.
The secretary’'s report for the year
ending was read, and showed the as-
sociation to be in a prosperous condi-
tion both numerically and financially.
The following officers were elected
for the ensuing year: President, Capt.
Wm. Cox, first vice-president, Capt. H.
Bilton; second vice-president, Capt. E.
J. Parsons; secretary-treasurer, Capt.
Geo. Kirkendale; executive committee,
Captains J. J. Barry, Thos. Brown,
John MecLeod, W. J, Whiteley and S,
‘W. Bucknam.

Meetings have been held every Mon-
day evening during the past year, and
a number of matters affecting the in-
terests of mariners on this coast hava
been taken up by the association.

tion reoms,

PHYSICIAN SEEKS DIVORCE.
Wife Has Made Two At-
tempts on His Life.

\Sgn Francisco, Cal, Dec. 6—Dr.
Walter Lampe, whose wife, Mrs, Jessie
Lampe, fired a bullet into his head on
August ist, has brought suit for di-
vorce. He alleges two attempts had
been made on his life, from one of
which he still carries a souvenir in the
skape of a bullet located somewhere in
his head.

The physician declared that he had
signed a false statement to the effect
that the sHooting which nearly cost his
life had been accidental. His love for
his wife, he said, prompted the lie
when he believed he was on his death
bed. Dr. Lampe complained that Mr=.
Lampe had forced to sign statement
that he -had been untrue to her and
that he would not oppose a divorce

Declares

tense pain and ran around a field.

suit she intents to bring. 3
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