-
e

W S b + S e i

Tae i, = uoivuezasiwhich followed
thie union of tue white and red roses, afford-
ed fresh opportunity for the manifestation of
the merits of the Weathercocks. = Theirs

" was almost the unly family of any note in
England, which did nét 1as¢ one or other of
its members from the indiscriminate fury of
superstition. The head of the house appears
to have embraced . as many religions, aand
meore wives than Henry himself; and a
raunger branch s said to have been, within
a week, a serving man in the train of Gar-
¢di: er, and a clerk in the hohsehold of Cran-
vice.  But we are forgetting that we and our

triends lice 1u 1821, and thit we shail weary

t & safienre of our reader L tracing thuse

~evopstorical facts'ab ovo - T

{
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ilie- Weathereock: family, or rather that
braveh of 1t with which.we are at present
con~cracd, resides on a large ana productive
estate in Leistershire. We have spent much
tinie with them. aud have had several oppor-
tunities of studying their peculiac merits.—
Their rmaosion alfords a perfect college of
mitabidity ; every thing is kept in readiness
to be destroved-or frefitted, removed or re-
placéd at a minate’s warning. It is quite
deiizhtful to see how new fashions of furni-
tre ¢one in and go out; how the faces of
tiie servants are continnally altered ; how the
sour of .meals, the regulation of the par-
t2rres,— in short, the ‘whole system of do-
mestic economy, is always subjected to some

ephemeral arranzement, which must soov |

give way to another equaily new. and equal-:
v - >

ly ephemeral. To us, we say, this is de-
lightful:  But one'seldom finds two tastes
altke. Many pronounce tbe Weathercooks

to be quite crazed ; and many decide that | ; :
| }H‘: 'zlnwm'vr_ (:}Iban:w.i \illﬁt SS9

* they are mighty good kind of
have ve'y «d ! whirasies!”
The dispesitic n for chance, which ix inhe-
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rent in the family, has produced very stringe |

effects upcn theii place of residence.  Tae
house was crizinally a gouod stout old-ta-
shioned hause, remarkable for nothing buat
the antigmiv of its pictures, and the size of
its dininz hAall. But its pamcanl charaste

have shiftcd considerably siuce il came in
the possession of mv werthy friends.

O
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Sir Adonis Weathercock, it becawe fer a
few months a Cottage. The proprietor,
however, in this instance gave up his design
before it had effected anv thing bevond the
windows. The Mansion bears more perma-
nent marks of its nther metamorphoses.” On
one side it bas the square turrets and bat-
tlements of the feudal sistem = on “anocther,
_ the flowery puinted arch of a €othic cathe-
dral. Oae of the owners uf the place
thought prop=r ta sink a maat reund his ba-
bitation ; but he afterwards fiiled it up, and
converted it into a cireular gmovel walk.—
_ Another had a fancy for erecting some solid
" Doric pillars: he doubtless much improved
their appear-nce, by placing t}ip‘_on them a
beautiful Chinese verandah. Similar ob-
servations are suggested by an’ inspection of
the intérior of the building. Yeu may al-
m.ost read a history of two or three centuries
in the reitques of their manners which are
scattered - m every apartment. War- has
been carried on with tolerable equal success
between Lelv's portraits, Gainsborough’s
landscapes,.and Bunbury’s cericatures. A
cast of a Hercules looks somewhat angrily
upon a mandacin, who is his next neigh.bo-ur
and a tiiorous Vepus maintains her post
with great obstinaev, although her divine
presence is invaded by the scalv folds of an
immense dragon.  There are Bronzes and
Cupids, oaken talles, and mahegany tables,
drab pupering, aud crimson papering, high
mantel pieces, and low mantel-pieces, Dres-
den China, aud French China; everything
is superb, evervthing incongruous, -every
_thinz unfivished. '

The old Park has heen reduced to the
samie state. A scrupulous homage has been
paid io'every new mode of cultivation; a
thousand emendations, and additions, and
improvements, have been successively intro-
duced. Butitis easicr to plant new cus-
toms, than to eradicate the old.: Lycaon
was turned into a beast, but he retained his
- oid habits cf atrocitv.  Arachne was trans-
.. formed into a spider, but she did not forget
.her spinning. The Park cof the Weather-
.veocks has, in like manner, assumed various
- movel shapes, without losing the traces of its
old ones. ’
_ all thestiff regularitv of alleys and arcades ;
. at another, it was dubbed a ‘“wilderness,”
o 'ip(-l:'w.as immd’in!el_y laid waste by a terrible
% « uwirrad of shirubs’and weeds. without num-
¢~ . ber. dnone parkt your eye rests vpon the
*2 ..} muddy vestiges bfian-artificial -cascade; in
~* & -apether;your foot stimbles over a heap .of
3+ & -rubbighiShich hassbeen produced by .the
2o~ vdemolition of au artificial rnin.  Scme peo-
2. plephiact to these thines «for- my part . I
ook “oww-] ':w}"e'idgl,'}ﬁ g’(‘ff;vffﬁ'ti'\'e'm"f_" Thev show
45 v proper Aistriist of‘oue's"own opinton: a
s & *=decorous vofesliatice with the unstalie il
4. of the world ;, @n-ékger-spirit of en?ei{)riée;
-~ in short, they prove that the Weathercocks
« .~hdve not an-ewiceof obstinacy in.their com-

e s e e ey
Sir Wilfrid : ‘Weathereock;. ‘the . present
~ head of the family; is -a- ¢heerful and hale
 man, between foriy end f{iflty years of age.
He is about the widdle stature; although,

o
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measures of profusion : vel it mnst be eoi-

-point, we can only exnress anr opinion; that

! where he mav * chanze every hour,” nn

' ford, that ttis‘marvellous to 'me how little
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been aiternately a Ilall, an Abbev, a Castle, | red or green: Whethor his Buntgr suacly be

and a Lodge: nay, during the lite of the lute !

. Miss Chevier's,—only she is so insipid; 1

At one time it,was dressed out in |

_peesecutivn, he has remained in' thisong in-

- Weathercock. He builds. cottag'e.s, apparent-
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upoen some occasions by the affectation’of a°
fashiorable ‘stoop, he anpears somewhat
dwaifish ; while upon others, by the assump-
tion of a military g.it and a pair’ of high
heels, he bids fair to Le accounted a giant.
With a self-denial worthy of a Cincinnatus,
he has avoided all ¢/ivrs of place or pension,
all invitations to embark in publiec life; he
has confined his manifold talents’and his ex-
‘traordinary versatility to the lnnits of this
own estate = Perhaps indeed. ks deterniina-
tion 1n this respect, may huave heen a prudent
one ; for although, any minstry weuld have

THE STAK, WEDNESDAY, PEBRUARY 1.
, _

heen benefited bv the unusual fiality. with |
which Sir Wilfrid would have #wi from |
patriotic speeches to taxatien an i ga_-ging!
bills ; from prayers for prace to declaralions |
of war; from professions of econemy to

fessed that his reluctance to remain a-minute
stationary wounld have driven him from oune
side of the House to the other, oftener than
is seemly in a public man. Let it be under-
stood that we speak with all due deference
and respect for the numerrus precedents
ahich are to be f:uud in onr English Histo-
rv. Leaving great <tatesmen to settle thig
our friend has cerainly actel l:est'ﬁ}:i«:

own cominrt, by choosing a quiet’” priveky,

 §
turbed Ly the

clence of faction, .
Ilis elucatyn was, in Lis \’(’.{)'L};g;sa(ﬂ‘)* ;
; e ST 50
nesiected. ludeed his futher fluciiwded so
me, first between LEton and Westminster,
and afterwards betveen Cambridze and Ox-
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He |
murh learn-
ing as enables Wiim to cry no the Greeks and
Latins a!'ern.«u‘k)‘. and to flirt with all the’
nine Mises infsuccession. Hejescaped the
fatigne of deltberatinz in the choice of a
profession, by the death of his Father: who
1eft him in very early life, heir to all his Tor-
tunes, all Lis friendships, and all bis follies.
I1» spent his first two years upon the estate,
nrecupied in reflections of no very serious
imnort : such as whether his coat should be

Wiltrid picked up anv education at all,

Lay or brown ; whether his equipage shonld
be a barouche or a curricle.. * So far all was
sunshine; but some tempgstuous davs were
approaching. It was sngzgested to him that
the ancient family of ‘the Wea hercocks
ought to have an heir te its honours and
possessions. No evasion.would serve; Sir
Wilfrid must take-# wife. Héwas now ina
novel and a disagreeable dilemnz.  In_anv
trifling part of his domesticeconotay,gn the
livery of his servants, in the arrangenréntof

his dinner table, iu the fashifon {of his {A#te |

he would have bowed without a murninr @
the decision of his friends; but to iuflict
upon himself a wife was a thing so ntterly
unlooked for and unprepared for, that Sir
Wilfrid paused. He hesitated end decided,
and hesitated again, through three yvears;
at the termination of which he broke hid leg
in a fox chase, grew quiet in conseqience,
sold his hounds, and looked cut for a wife
Then another perplexity occurred.  Who
was to be the happy woman ?2—He could
never resolve to make so inviduous a dis-
tinction. :
“ It is verv true,” said poor Sir Wilired,

¢ that Miss Dormer has a very fine face,
but then 1 never much admired her nose.—
I certainly have always preferred her cousin
although that unfortunate cast of the eye
well well, I am a young man, and as

my aunt says, ‘ there1s no hurry!' = Miss
Rayner is very beautiful, and has such

charming dark hair;—I always liked dark |

hair ; vet I don’t know if light is not as
pretty—prettier somet:mes,—as for instance

think Lady Mary is more fascinating, ‘but |
then she is so terrible satirical. Perhaps
her sister would make ;a better \vi{:e-j--if she
was not such a fool !” L

He consulted in this manner with himself
for a long time: half the’belles of the coun-
ty were ready to pull caps for him, but he
¢ pratiled with fifty fair maids, and cl?ianged
them as oft—." At last, in a fit of courage,
he flung himself at the fect of his chosen
one,—talked some rhapsodies,—sighed some
sighs, and awaited his sentence. The Lady
was sorry, very sorry—and she was flattered
highly flattered,—and she was sure, quite
sure,—~it . would only be attributed to ber
own want of discernment, that she declined
the favour, the honour, the distinction—the
he heard no more ; he hesitated ! should he
leave the room ?—yes !—no !—yes !—and he
escaped as well as he could. ;

‘He has continued to this day a bachelor,
In spite of-all intrigue,- all, sclicitation, all’
stance obstinate. In all others he.is..s resl
1y with mo object but that of pulling them:
down; and..pulls them down, apparently
with no objeet but that of ‘building them
up; heis a-Tory one hour and a Whig the
next, and takes in the Chronicle and-Courier:
alternately ; he seldom reads more than half
a number of a periodical work, and never
wears the same coat above a month. In kis
conversation he pursues: the same plan,—or-
rather want of plan. In short—in-manner,

‘difier from her upcn anv fopic.

. siiccession.

‘vetl of the Nuuw.

in language, in business, and in pleasure, he

seté an admirable example of .mutability,
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which we shall always make it our study to
imitate ;—éspecially when we take up our
pens. ‘

- 1QF Sir Wiltrid's nephew and heir we shall

_héié say nothing, as his character has been
alréady noticed by another hand, under the.}

nawe of Acthnr Clavering.  We pass on.
therefore, to the Darcnet’s maiden sister, .
Lady Rachael Weathercock, who is nowise
‘deficrert’in the peculiarities for which her
farnily is remarkalle.- Jady Rachel haspow
attained her fifiivih year ; the caprices and
follies of her Youth have gradualiy subsid
e ; and in manv points she has Liecone
more stationary than a Weathercock ought
to be. FHer charaeter. however; is- just sav-
ed by one little ingredient, by which a per-

? son who is unacquainted it her habits.

mav be not a little puzzled.  Lady Rachel
is an‘inveterate realer, an inveterate talker,
and an inveterate arguer.  You might therex

‘fore supposeé that few subjects could be start-.

el upon which the Lady would not_ground
a dispnte;— butit is no such thing  Ter
Ladyship poscesses such a delightful pliabi-
I of gpinion, that it is hardly possible to
We have
‘heard her advocate and abuse cvery school
of painting or poetry in almost immediate
She combats to-day the very
opinions she maintained yesterday: yet,”
upon the first semblance of a eontradiction,

' she veers 1ound forthwith, and proves her-

selt a ‘more accommodating autagonist, if
possible, than the Neapolitans. - Mr Oakley
was three hours in conversation with her;
and though the burden of his song was No, -
No. No, he was unable to pick a quarrel.—
Like Sir Robert Bramble and Job,—* they

“conld not disagree,—and so they parted.”

The only remaining member of the family.
is Sir Wilfrid's niece. How delightful is.
your mutability, charming Leonora! You
are like a chess board which 1s checquered
with black and white squares alternately,—
or a melodrama, in which the tears of Tra-
gedy are relieved by the follies of Iarce,—
or a day in April, which blends ran with
sunshine, Summer with Winter,—or * the
Etonian,” in which the Serious is united

‘with the Absurd, and Pathos is intermingled
“with

Puns, What a wardrohe must be
vours! Tu-day you assume the costume of
the vietim Mary,—to-morrow that of the
executioner Klizabeth; you put off the dia-
monds of the Queen for the garland ‘of the
Peasant ; -the curls of the Coquette, for the
Your voice has a thousamd”
tones: vour lips have a thousand smiles; all
of ‘them distinet, vet all of them engaging! -
You are -alwavs the same, yet always varying
consistent only, in your iuconsistency ! = Be:
alwavs §0 ! we will build a'fape is the most:
Leantiful region of Faney; where no two
flowers shall wear the same hue, no ‘two
davs be of the same length or temperature.:’
light gales shall breathe from all prints ‘of
the cowpass by turns, and cledr streams
shall vary their course everv hour ;—Stabi-
lity shall be sacrilege—and Leonora shall be
the Goddess of the Temple.

(From the Decily Commercial Gazelte,
- January 12.)

Mr Cray's Rerort.—The following sy-
nopsis of this Report is furnished by the
Washington corresp-ndent of tNe New Yirk
Commercial Advertiserge— o '

The Report expresse: L% entire concur-
rence of opinion with tite President relative
to the justice of our claims upon the French
Government, and reviewed at length their
origin, and 'the policy which had been re-
sorted to to procure redress. The Commit-
tee also concur with the President in the
opinion that the amount stipulated to be

'paid by the French falls far short of the just

claims of our citizens including damages,

~but was cheerfully acquiesced in, as a re-

storer of harmony between the two coun-
tries.. Lok L

The committee furtheragree with the Exec-
utivethatacquieser.cein the refusal to fulfil the
stipulations of the treaty is not for a moment
to be tolerated. The report however, ‘ex-
presses decided reluctance to enter into con-*
flict with our ancient ally, towards whom
the people of this country had ever cherish-
ed the kindest sentiments. Itnext proceeds
to a critical analysis ot the correspondence
preceding the treaty—showing that the King
ofKrance had acted in good faith and that
our Minister had been made aware of the:
difficulties in the way of ils consummation..
This being the case, the Committee deem it.
not only unjust to the French Government,.
but impolitic,-and unwise as respects the |

_claimants themselves, to throw obstacles it |

the way of the success of the King's exer-

tions, by the adoption of rash and hasty

neasures; even contingently, which might

convert some of the warm  friends in the.|

Chambers into bitter enemies of the claims.
The Committee likewise proceed to con-

“sider the policy of the President in acting

upon the subject without waiting the issue’
of further proceedings in the Irench Cham-
bers. : ‘ ‘
The Report concludes with the following
resolution ,— ;

¢ Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this.
time to pass any law vesting in the President

_authotity for making reprisals upon French

.o diny

property, in .the eontingency of provisicn
_not being made- for paying to the United
“States the indemnity. stipulated ‘by thie treatv
of 1831, dnring the present session of the
Frewch Chambers.” . ;

oA Nover Navrican Trip.—A vessel de-
_seribed as a, first class Brifish built and
~armed barque of 400 tons, is fitting out at
Liverpool, and will sail next month, “hav-
ing been speeially engaged by several fami-
fiesof distinction to proceed on ‘a vovage
round the world; landing “goads and "p'ag.-
i sengers at New South Wales, Van Diemen's
Land, Valparaiso, Arica, Lima, &¢.” The
acverfisement “auneuncing the expedition,
says o=10"cmigrants of the better class, re-
tired vificers, and” others, to whom the op- .
portunity of cireuninavigating the Globe by
the must interestnig tract, at as little cost.as
their probable annual expense at home—and
espectally to invalids requiring con:bived
benetit of a sea vovage and most rencvating
chauge of climate, the present magnificent
Fconseyance 15 earnestly recommended,—
‘Terms, inecluding provisions and medical at-
tendance :=—Vovage rouml. the werld, £150
in the eahiv only; to New South Wales, &c..
cabin; 1£50, second cabin, £20. s(écfx-a"'c-’
" £15; to Valparuiso, &e.. eabin, £59. sv('(:)ai
cabin, £50, steerage, £35.” The advertive:
ment adds, thal **artangements have Leen
made for a' siiccession of vessels to the
noove destinatiuns every swx weelks.

On the {s'u‘.)joct of the posture. of oue af-
fairs with Frarcé, I have 'a few witds 1o
communicate, and which you muy de,pfn/d
- upon-as-eorrect. . Letters from France have
been received in: town, within the last 3G
haurs, from official sources which state,
“ that the people of that country, [France}
are@uxious for a war with us, and that the
Kixé of France with a show of good faith,
has affected to endeavour to get an appro-
priation : but that failing to dogc, has re-
solvea, knewing that he bolds his crown by
a brittle tenure, 1 let his subjects have
their own way, and to go to war if they
please.””” "Lhe .cource from which thir iu-
formation is derived adds: * you may ere
you are aware of it find yourselves 1nvolved
in a war ‘with France; and if it should
come upon you like a thunderbolt. when
you least expect it, you need not wonder at
i." 5 My information is derived from a first
rate:source, . and . is entitled to respectiul
¢onfidenge, - : ' : ‘

'-»ij.'hpf; sy o . 1 : =
Tn Qépa(_]gflfio,()oo of your Majesty's sub-
jects d&";ﬁritish blood groan under the op-
P sﬁg"’of‘wa Fredeh fadtliom. .

“Mr Brunel stated at obe of the evening
meetings of ‘the British Association at Ediu-
bnrgh? that the Government  had consented
o advancea sum which. would be sufficient
forsthe-completion of the Thames Tunpel,
andsthis announcement was received with
. chegrs. .. : o
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; } SPAIN.
Spain is_highly’ mountainous, her nume:
rous vallies are fertile, aud well watered by
numerous streams and rivers. :
The rains of acqueducts and amphithea-
tres are still “pumerous in the country and
attests the Roman origin—the Yanguage alsa

attests it. . The Romans first conquered
Spain from the Carthagenians, they were in
their turn deposed by the Ostragoths and
Visgoths, who adopted the Roman language..
The Arabs afterwards overrun Asia, Europe,
and - Africa, and. passed from Africa into
Spain, which they possessed for a thotsand
years—they were driven back from France,
and that country was thus saved from Ma-
hometanism. The Mocrs made many agri-
cultural improvements in Spain and increas-
ed’ ih wealth. In scme of the mountains
‘there had always remained a christian peo-
ple, who had be-n little regarded, perhaps
on. account of their insignificance.  This hit-
tle band commenced a warfare against the
Saricens, and subdued the provinces one
afted ancther until-the country was: abaut
equrally ditided. It wasin these wars-that
the Spanish® people laid the foundation of
their power in Enrope.

The middle of the fifteenth century was
distinguished by the reign of Ferdinand and
Isabella—the conquest of ‘the Moors and of
Italy, the discovery and sybjection of Ame-
rica. It was common. to assign to the con-
(querors of Mexico ‘cruelty and sordidoess,
‘but religious motives preponderated; they
wishied:;to establish . Christianity uponthe
ruins.-of . Paganism.—Cortez and Pizirro
were among the principal men of .the coun-
try. ' It'was about this' period that Spain had
attained her highest greatness ;- afterwards,
she had Tapidly declined to.a second rate
power. - The causes may- be traced -in part
_to her conguests in America, which drew
off her principal men and resources. Fer-
dinand, during his reign, changed the order
of succession, so as to preclude females from
inheriting the throne this right was after-
wards restored, and 1t'is upon the ground
that the civil war in Spain‘is now raging.—
Don Carlos and his party conmending for
_the former, and Isabella and her mother for
thelatter.  This fraternal war would be di-
vested of much of its fierceness, if religious
aeal was not mingled. Isabella belongs to




