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COVERNMENT T0 |
AID MARITIE
PROVINCES SOON

Ottawa, Feb. 3—Opponents of govern-

ment ownership of railways in general |,

ind of the amalgamation of the Grand
Trunk with the Canadian Nationa. in
Erticular were greatly disappointed over
e attitude of the maritime provinces
Liberal delegation which. waited upon
bers of the government here this
week. It was thought by the enemies
of government ownership that these men
vould aemand the complete isolation of
Intercolonial and would press for a
plete return to old conditions. What
ranspired during their interview with
Premier King is not known, bit several
f them have since expressed themselyes

.8 in sympathy with the idea of one big|™

" jational railway system. They are care-
ul, however, to add that they will still
temand local railway autonomy. For
nstance some of them point out that
he C. P. R. is divided into two systems
st and west. They say that a national
ystem could be divided into three, one
br the maritime provinces, one for On-
mrio and Quebec and one for the west
ind still, it could be run as one road un-
ler one trusteeship. i
. The maritime province men are greatly
oncerned over freight rates. They argue
hat freight rates should be a local con-
fderation. Some of them even go so
Br as to say that officials of the Inter-
plonial should be allowed to bargain as
my other business would on the question
f freight rates.

No Serfous Obstacle,

They tell a story of the old days when
\ company planned a barge transporta-
lon. The Intercolonial officials at Monc-
bn hearnig of this wrote the compauny
sking for a meeting with the company’s
fficials. At a subsequent meeting to-
ether the railway’s rates were so ar-

. mnged that the barge plans were drop-
§ red altogether, though they had been
| ompleted. It is now believed that no'
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great difficilties will be encountered in

the formation of one national railway
system so far as the maritime provinces
are concerned. It is prophesied that the
strongest supporters of the government’s
new plan will be the twenty-five Liberals
with the huge majorities from down by
the sea. They .have stated their case
and in some manner their troubles will
be overcome.

While the government has not delved
very deeply into the railway problem
Premier King, it is believed, has plans
to make the immigration question go
along with it. It was erroneously an-
nounced that the departments of interior
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and immigration had been linked tox
gether for the purposes of economy. As
a matter of fact a minister of immigra-
tion is 'yet to be named. Hon. Mr.
Crerar prior to the election said that the
cure for the railway deficits was more
people along the railway lines already
built. This government believes that
that is true and efforts will be made to
help the railways by means of farmer
immigrants.

Friends of the premier say that he is
very anxious that the right man be ap-
pointed to minister of immigration since
he thinks that much of the future pros-
perity of the country depends on the
work of that department. The new
minister’s whole duty will eonsist for a
while in getting farmers for Canada and
restricting as largely as posible the num-

ber of new comers who will try to make

their living in the cities.
The Air Partly Cleared.

The deputation of Liberals from the
maritime provinces left Ottawa this
afternoon. The members succeeded in
clearing the air in the railway situation

‘| 80 some extent. The government now

knows that these Liberals are not the
out and out enemies of a big national
railway system that certain interests had
pictured them to be. The government
knows that it can count on their support
in almost any plan to make the railways
of the country get away from the an-
nual deficits. These Liberals are not de-
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termined to knife ‘the govemmeﬂ un-
less the Imtercolomial is returned to its

former status standing alone as a sepa-
rately owned government line. They

acknowledge that there must 'be co-
ordination with the rest of the system.

However, one point, upon which they
feel strongly concerns the future of the
Grand Trunk line through the United
States from Montreal to Portland. They
say that Canadian ports like Halifax and
St. John should not be penalized by a
government road to help Portland even
though the haul fromm Montreal to Port-
land is much shorter. From Montreal to
Portland the distance is roughly 300
miles. From Montreal to Halifax over
the Intercolonial is is about 900 miles.
From Montreal’ to St. John over the C.
P. R. it is about 482 miles. In railway
business the shortest haul governs the
freight rates. According to a memo-
randum of 1919 in connection with the
G. T. R. acquisition there is against this
line from Montreal to Portland guaran-
teed six per cent stock amounting to
$5,483,800. This is also classed as a
rental in the government reports, through
the rental is based on a five per cent.
figure

In any new arrangement which the
government may make regarding an
amalgamation of the people’s lines the
plea of the Maritime province folks for
the Canadian route will have to be con-
sidered.
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are meeting in Winnipeg on February 6
to discuss a dominion-wide federation
of postal employes. W. E. B. Mann and

R. S. Bartlett (Toronto) will represent peri

the dominion postal clerks’ association.
The other organizations each of which
will have three delegates are the do-
minion federation of letter carriers, the
railway mail clerks’ federation, and the

TRIBUTE TO MR. GOLDING.

Sussex Record:—Friends in Sissex of
Walter H. Golding, manager of the Im-~
ial Theatre, St. John, will regret to

through illness and will wish him a
speedy recovery. The Imperial Theatre
is a popular resort for Kings county vis-
kitors to St. John, and its manager amd

POSTAL EMPLOYES

Ottawa, Feb. 8—FElected representa-
tives of postal department organizations

amalgamated postal “workers. The pro-
posed amalgamation is called the Cana-
dian Federation of Postal Employes.
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The Farmer Holds

Whip-Hand at Washington

Today the American farmer strangely finds himself simultaneously at the ebb-tide of his »
mic fortune and at the flood-tide of his political power; and it is to his poverty that he owes the
covery and assertion of his strength. As a result of this paradox President Harding calls a great con-
ference at Washington to devise ways to rescue our rural population from imminent disaster, ax§ al-
most in the same breath protests against the domination of Congress by the agriculiural bloc. News
dispatches describing the desperate plight of the farmer appear side by side with others averring that
the farmer holds the whip at Washington as never before in the nation’s history, and that his dicta-
tion amounts to a “super-government,” an “invisible empire.”

Senator Capper, of Kansas, in his publication, Capper’s Weekly, says that “the farmers lost
three and one-half billion dollars in 1921 in crop values alone compared with 1920, or eight billion
dollars compared with 1919.” “Concerning the grim reality of the present crisis in agriculture there
can be ho difference of opinion among informed people,” declared President Harding. On the other
side of the picture we see-the agricultural bloc defying the “Old Guard,” and disturbing the galcu-
lations of leaders in both parties. The symbol and instrument of their power is the famous “farm
bloc,” a group of Republican and Democratic Senators and Representatives who come from the agri-
cultural sections of the West-and South, and who are said to hold the balance of power in Congress.

" The leading article in THE LITERARY DIGEST this week, February 4th, under the headmg
“The Farmer’s Need and the Farmer’s Power,” presents in an illuminating way all phases of thir

subject, which is occupying so much attention.

Other news-features of almost equal importance in this number of THE DIGEST are:

Beans as Breeders of Divorce

The Gospel by Wireless

First Aid to Income-Tax Payers

An “English Yankee” Who Interpreted
"~ America

Setting the Stage for a Coal Strike
The Irish Getting Together

Death Toll of the Automobile
Two Years of Prohibition

Peace Insurance in Mid-Europe
England’s Errors in Egypt and India Ohio’s Girl Mayor “Has ’Em Scared”
Why America Should Help Russia .| The O.n.e-Man' Power Behind German
Laws That Favor Dust Explosion  Politics
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MU Iv] ~AND JEFF—MUTTLL REMEMBER THIS ANNIVERSARY FOR A DAY OR TWO

A FEW FLOWERS FOR
You, M'LOVE, IN
HoNOR OF oLR
WCEDDING
ANNIVERSARY!

Yy WORD, |E JEEE
HADNT REMINDED M&
I%R'wr e
REME MBERED THAT

THIS 1S MY wEDDING
ANNIVERSARY.

MUTT, YoURE

A DARLING.

T WONDERED
\F_Yov'D |
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oNCcE. (VST
THINK, DEAR =
we BEEN
wem\f,\l?méb .
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(Ouprright, 1908, by B (. Piher)




