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EARLY DAYS OF BOAT RACING
E ST. JOHN HARBOR

‘races Development of the Sport and of Modern
Racing Craft—When St. John Men Were World
Champions—Article by Late Sheriff Harding
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The following is an article recalling
many aquatic reminiscences of the early
days in St. John which was from the
sen of the late Sheriff Harding, and
which appeared in one of the local pub-
lications in the early eighties. The article
recalled the glories of the past and will
be of interest to our readers, as it gives
them an idea of events held here in the
early days, and also tends to show the
great change which has taken place in
the present day. It is as follows:

My earliest recollection of boating and
regattas commenced with the sloops
“Louise,” “Industry,” “Brunswick,”
“Harriett” and “Minerva,” Captains
Currier (still living), Akerly, Bradshaw,
Segee and Drake, that carried freight
between St. John and Indiantown, sail-
ing a race around Partridge Island; i
also a sailing race between the pilot

‘They were introduced to

feet long and 20 inches with with ‘out-
rigger, built by C. Lawton. The first one
built here was rowed by the builder in
a regatta and was a winner and was fol-
lowed by Patchell and others in scull
boats built by Lawton and R. Dalton.
The building of double sculls grew out
of a meeting by the writer at a dinner
party with two Oxford crew oarsmen,
who were here with Gov. Gardon, who
seeing our gunwale rowed boats, said if
they could get a boat built according to
their directions they would like to row
against any two of our oarsmen for a
ribbon of honor, the rules: of their club
preventing them from rowing for money
Their proposition was-at-once accepted.
R. Dalton,
who built according to instrhctions, Two
young men, sons of W., Britt

Carleton, were chosen to opposé the Eng-
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boat “Teazer” and'a weatherlv schooner ' }ishmen. Another narrow boat was at
ralled the “Alert,” with Scotch clipper jonce made for them. It was launched on
lines, built by George Thomson, Esq. (Friday and the crew placed in her. On
The “Alert” won. She was afterwards | Monday the the boat was conveyed by
sold in the West Indies and was used as '3teamer to Fredericton where the race
» mail packet among the islands. She was rowed on Wednesday in a heavy,
rival pilot boats. “Recab” and “Grace northwest wind. The course was two|
Darling,” sailed a match race from {miles. The Oxford men were left far be-
Reed’s Point around the Wolves. The 'hind and the Brittain boys wore the blue

i
]

start. was made with a southwest wind, ribbon.

!
1

but it changed and blew almost a gale '
Ifom the northwest. The “Recab” an-

thored in the west channel during the !boats that were an improvement on the! -
style then in vogue. On.e called the “Un-" coveland

night, and was surprised at daylight to
see the “Grace Darling” anchored off
Sand Point, some distance ahead of her.
A schooner for fast sailing was built
by onme of the older Mr. Thomsons in
. a.vacant lot on the corner of Duke and
Sydney streets. She was launched on
sliding ways down Sydney, turning into
Britain, and into the water at Lower
Cove slip. A noveltv then, it would be
a novelty now. :

A Mr. Sterling, an Irish buﬂder,;vhose;
shops were'in Lower Cove, built racing:

daunted” was rowed against the Oliver
built “Pert” A strong national feeling|

and local excitement was created by this;

i

race. The boats started in a fog from|
Reed’s Point. They passed on opposite |
sides of the Beacon, reached the island
and got lost. Meeting in the fog they!

that the race was off and that:
they would try conclusions on another!
day. They met again on a day when;
there were heavy rollers in the West!
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Pe(;c{. heat was the featute of the second day
“g5g | Of the grand circuit in Montreal.

992! The track was fast again today, and a

* gomewhat larger crowd than that of the
opening day witnessed cléver. work in
ever yrace. Peter Scott, the horse for
which $80,000 was paid before 'he had
ever won a race, landed the first event,
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Boat Building Boom Channel: The Carleton men exercised bet-
The first regatta was in 1836 or 37, & !
. general opinion was that the “Undaunt-:
four-oared pilot gigs, skiffs, double and (gn o ,q pthe faster boat. Mr.USterllng!
singlée sculls and amateurs competing. g5, hyjlt the famous boat “Xiphius,”!
In the four-oared race was a boat built gng «White Squall” Bought by Indian-;
by Charles Lawton for a number of toun clubs, the “Xiphias” proved a greati
young men clerks. She was called the gyccess. She was rowed by three bro-
“Nonpareil,” and was rowed by clerks thers named Stevens, all still alive, and!
and mechanies agaipst the pilot gigs and 4t times a Dunham or a Pidgeon as|
pilots; and iy winng b;l‘ltﬂsburie‘%!;;t« fourth man. |
gave a great impetus al 8-  Their success brought their old time |
Wﬂ.lium Smith, of the Strait Shore, . rivals, the Cu—letoniais, to the front.
whose bayi_sh ‘days were spent about again in a boat called the “Experiment,” |
Kinsale, built several ,;lnﬁ boats, dmONE byilt by Maleman (who emigrated to
them the “Harlequin,” “Victoria” and .New Zealand) and rowed by the old
others. Fraucis Marvin, the whale boat ' stock of invincibles. ' Their first attempt
ouilder of that day, built a fine weather- at g race resulted in a foul, that was
iy boat. Mr. McLellan, father of our rowed over again. The Carleton crew
oresent provincial secretary, then con- placed three inches of an outrigger on |
nected with Geo. Thompson, Esq., in their gunwale, this being the first trial
shipbuilding, made a four-oared boat, made here of this method of widening
guite a novelty in her day, very slack g four-oared boat, and she won.
in her bilges with wide spreading gun- F .
wales, Mr. Ring, of Sand Point, built Famous Crew,
several fine‘ boats, among them the 'Then followed the famous four and
*Wasp,” an immense boat to be called six-oared crew known as the Morris-
racer was rowed with great pluck by Welch-Lambert crew. They broke new
[ndiantown men. The “Hazard” and ground and visited Halifax and Boston.
. “Pert built by William Olive, Esq., of To get to Halifax with a racing boat in
Carleton, manned by Oarleton’s best those days was no boys’ play, for, after
men, the Colwells, Christophers, Thealls, fhey left the steamer at Windsor, they
Dunhams, Stackhouses, Belyeas, etc., carried and carted their Hoat slings
1made noble records in their day. Chris-:the rest of the distance.” They met
:opher, Belyea and Stackhouse arc still  brawny men with straps  across their
alive.: These were good working boats shoulders, and to their oars, making their
and mo_regatta iwas postponed on’ ac- backs as well as thejr armis do the work, |
sount of it being too rough weather for and they won, lost and won. They |
the boats to go round Partridge Island, . visited Boston several times as fours,,
the race eourse of that time. as sixe:, and as eights. The stroke onrs-‘i
- : men of this ¢rew, Dennis Morris, is still
Soronation Regatta alive, hearty and well. The managing
The building of so many fine boats 5 and at times an oarsman with the
and the spirit of rivalry between crews crew, Walter Walsh, a gehial pilot, was
in different localities, €aused the regatta Growned. In 1855, in a six mile race, on
that took place in the h“b"," on the the Charles river, Boston, they defeated
Bth of June; 1888 (our Queen’s corona- the Lynch-Lawson crew of New York,
mdxg’pt? be w:e g’“t success. The Sn? a year later, on the same river, they
races rizes : efeated the Roberts-Daw crew, also
First race—Won by the “Hasard,” fro:: New York. In 1855, as an eight
Carleton crew, prize, £20; 2nd prize, £5, oared crew, in a boat called the “Su-
won by the “Harlequin;” 3rd prize, £2, perior,” in a twelve mile race, with three
108, won by “True Blue, ”ft:}lowed bY ‘ turns, they defeated an eight oared crew
the “Coronation,” “Lawton,” “Venture,” from Boston. This crew having grown
“Y“P,” “Indiantown” and | rusty was defeated in 1867 at Spring-
“Blue Bonnet,” McLellan . field, Mass., by the Ward Brothers.
Second race—Three whole heats, 1st By this time C. Coyle had taken the
rize, £8, 10s., won by Marvin’s “Blue’ place of Mr. Sterling as a boat builder,
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Twilight Leagues

The Acadias defeated the Sharks by .
the score of 29 to 1, in & match last
night on the Marathon grounds. 'The;
batteries were: Winners, Cook and
Friars; losers, Cook, Cook, Gillard and
Thompson. !

The Curlews defeated the Lantics by.
2 scores ‘to 0 in the South End League

At Rochester:

* cide this event.

the King George $5,000 stakes, 2.08 trot,
his best time being

Lizzie Brown was the winner of the
2,10 trot, five heats being required to de-
Mirthful and Reusens
divided the first and’third heats respect-
ively with the winner.

Would Race for $2,000.

Fredericton Gleaner:—If Bert Lint,
owner of A Gamié of Chance (2.14%3),
really made the crack at St. John last
Saturfay that he would race his pacer
for $2,000 a side against any horse
owned in New Brunswick, and still feels
that way, the opportunity for such &
race has presented itself. : <

A loeal” hotelman notified the sporting
editor of The
noon that he was:ptepared fo take up
the $2,000 offer and would post his
moneéy just ‘as soon as the interested
parties could get together and do busi-
ness. . He  suggested that the sporting
editor ‘of ‘The Gleaner act as stake-
holder, the money to be put up in instal-
ments of $500 each on dates to be agreed

either party havingva right to drop out
at any time, but having to lose the por-
tion. of the stake, money then deposited.

The time suggested for the race is a
date in the menth.of «October after the
New Brunswick -agnd - Maine Fairs cir-
cuit is finished and. it is argued that the
race might as well take place in Freder-
icton as anywhere else, and particularly
as the horses will, both be Fredericton-~

last evening, The Curlews and Lan-
tics will play Monday night. A league

The Cubs won the pennant in
Hazen avenue league, by defeating the
Giants, by 9 scores to 1, last evening.
Brown and Arnold were battery for:

i owned animals, The hotelman says that
| he_will name the: horse he. nominates
the | when the first deposit of $500 is put up,

snd while he did not mention any
names, it is expected that James K.
Nebro (2.18%), will be his selection. As
to judges, his suggestion is that each

Mr yesterday after- |

upon, the race to.be play or pay with |

the Cubs; Donovan, Horseman and .
Galbraith for the Giants, . party should select a judge and that

| the third man in the stand be Frank

Fournier’s Arm Not Broken | Power, of Halifax, as starter-and judge
Chicago, Aug. 21—Jack Fournier, first both. 4
an of the Chicago Americans, will

In Mile Heats.

b

be out of the game for a week or more

Two events are down for decision at

as a result of his collision with Jack: Mogsepath today, when there will be
Barry, of the Boston Red Sox, yester- | sweepstake race between the veteran
day. An X-ray examination of Four-' Happy Lad, Natealcione and Victor.
nier’s injured left arm disclosed that no| These are well known horses and should
bones were fractured. Outfielder Col-‘ ;

!Chnrleston bridge to Boston light. The

18-year-old lad cleaved his way through
the eddying currents of the harbor, in
four hours, 54 minutes, thirty seconds.
The best previous performance was five
hours, fifteen minutes, forty seconds,
by Sam Richards, a club mate,

ATHLETIC .
Cooper Won Road Race,

the 800 mile automobile road race for
the Chicago Automobile Club trophy
here today. His time was 4.01.82. Coop-
‘ er’s teammate, Gil Anderson, was second,
in 4.06.04. Barney  Oldfield, who drove
! one of the prettiest road races of his
! career, was third. i

MORE STRIKES
N BRIDGEPORT

Bridgeport, Conn., Aug. 21—Labor un-
rest was a prevailing condition in many
Bridgeport industrial plants today. It
was reported that employes of the Bry-
ant Electric Company, the Electric Cable
Company,: the' Star Shirt Company, and
in two laundries have gone out and that
other departments in the’ Salts Textile
plant are closed because of additions to
the strikers’ ranks. The number of strik-
ers is said to exceed 2,000. !

.

Wherever

Elgin, Ills., Aug. 20—Earl Cooper won',
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'PRAISE FOR BARBADOS.

To the Editor of the Evening Times:—,
Sir:—Having visited Barbados Islatﬁ;
and very much impressed with the pla
‘I recommend it as one of the prettiest
and healthiest of the western islands
The Barbadians are kind, congenial and
true, and Canadians could not but enjoy
a visit to their island. y
Yours truly,
FLORENCE L. RATAINE.

Won Trap-Shooting Tousnament

Chicago, Aug. 21—L. B. Clarke, of
Chicago, shooting from -the 17-yard
mark, Friday, won the grand American
handicap, the feature 'of the week’s

NEWCASTLE CURFEW

Newcastle, Aug. 20—In Newcastls
Town Council last night the‘following
bye-law was adopted, on motion of Ald
H. H. Stuart, seconded by Ald. D. P
Doyle:

“No person under the age of four-
teen years shall be found on any streey

| sidewalk, lane, or thoroughfare within

the town, after the hour of 9 o’clock p
m., unless in the ordinary course of his
or her lawful employmént. or duty or
in the care of his or her parent or guar-
dian.”

In the original motion the age was
fifteen, which was changed to fourteen,
the motion then passing unanimously
without further change.

e ________]

CITY ASSESSMENT
COMMISSION

. All persons. desirous’ of presenting thels
views, or statements, before the City As<
sessment Commission, are hereby invited ..
to send their names to the secretary, Mi *

|D. Sweeney, 49 Canterbury street (Tele:

phone M. 784), in order that appoint-
ments may be made for them.
J. ROY CAMPBELL,
... Chairman
St. John, N. B., August 189, 1915. 8-24
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F. O: B. Walkerville

Nose;” 2nd prize, £4, won by McSyee-
ney’s “Try Again;” McAvity’s ‘Port-|
land” last. :
» Thipd race — Amateurs, “Cygnet,”

and he built fine boats, all lapstreaks,!
one of which the “James A. Harding,”
won a world wide notoriety, being own- |
ed and rowed by the famous Paris crew, |

lins will replace Fournier at first and
Leibold will go into left field.

Marson May Play With Feds

really the “Hazard” 1st prize, £5; 2nd at home and in their races on the Seine,
prize, £2, 75, “Red Rose“,” ’I‘homso;:: France.
R O ke oo S ot | The Fieet S0,
There were also fishing skiff, dingey | A short time before this a Scotchman, |
and canoe races. inamed McKay, built in St. John thei
Shortly after this regatta, the North | first shell boat I ever saw and I think
and South wharf and Partridge Island the first ever made in America. She!
tlubs, composed of young clerks, were, was built for the Welsh-Morris crew and
formed. They owned the boats “North | was called the “Young Neptune.” She
Star,” “Red Raven” and “Atlanta.” The | Was afterwards sold in Boston, but our
caces between them created as much in- clever builder, Robert Dalton, made|
terest and rivalry in summer as did the ieveral fine skel.eto.ns-—the “Thetis” and
ynewballing matches across the market “Retriever" winning notoriety. The
<lip in winter. Of these crews, Robert Thetis” was rowed in the Fourth of
1. Leonmard is the only surviv- [July regatta at Boston in 1866 by the|
sr Hving here. Sailing races ere on lightest crew of men ever placed in a!
nearly all the regatta programmes. The | four-oared racing boat—the Nice-Price-!
Dark-Eyed Maid,” Sulis, “Celeste,” Har- Woodworth-MacAulay crew of Carleton

St. Louis, Aug. 21—The injunction
restraining Armando Marsans from
playing with the St. Louis Federals was
dissolved by Judge Dyer in the Federal
District Court, and Marsons now is at
liberty to play ball with the St. Louis
team.

Chicago Sox Gets Outfielder

Chicago, Aug. 21—Charles Jackson,
an outfielder, purchased from
Bloomington
League, joined the Chicago Americans.
He has made a reputation by his heavy
hitting. i
ATHLETIC

Indian Runner Dead

Charlottetown Patriot:—Many friends

the
club * of the Three-Eye |

ding; “Red Rose,” Holden; Kannah’s —and they won against seven competit-
sloop “Aurora Borealis,” Travis; “Never
Mind,” “Go Ask Her” Hilyard; “Sil-
vie,” Stackhouse; “Peter,” Simonds;
*Agrora,” McGuire; “Flirt,” Tilton, and
many others played their part.

Whaleboat Races

‘Whaleboat races created great interest
(for we had whalers sailing out - of this
port then, and we built whale-boats).
There was the Ward crew against the
Marvin crew, and at one regatta there
were crews from Indiantown, Portland
and Carleton in a five-mile race, when
there was scarcely open water at any
time between the boats. In a match race
in boats built by Marvin on the same
model, the Carleton and Indiantown
crews drew lots for crafts and then
rowed a tie race for four miles, but in
coming up the harbor near the foot of
Navy Island, they passed on opposite
sides of the ship and the Carleton crew
forged ahead winning the race. A beau-
tiful class of skiffs were built about this
time and Coster then of Carleton, now
living in Australia, had a fine craft. The
Indiantown survey crews had models of
perfection and speed built by Cunnibell
and Dalton. There were no tugs then
and every week day in the season a half
dozen boats and crews went to South
Bay to work, and as they knocked off
at the same time it was a daily race
home, and developed a crew known as
the “Raccarees,” composed of Browns,
Tapleys and Reynolds, good specimens
of -manhood, strength, endurance and
activity.
First Outrigged Boat

The first outrigged boat I ever saw
was a 17 foot Madawaska dugout, 80
inches wide, with wooded outrigger. She
was rowed in a regatta by one Garvey,
who won, and was followed by boats 20

will regret to hear of the death o;
The o Michael Paul, the well-known runner o
Thfa;:ri?c:;w having won many‘! Hoely Point.l i s B‘ad be:;:;
races at picnics and on the Kennebec-E (s’ifcl; :Zﬁ_“;'é;‘;g,{,“;:oa&ichif;”
P it e e e
" maritime provinces. e was a member
§ o D e e i A e g leen 1 e
Harding,” both heavy lap-streak boats,! f{‘,‘;{{,,fﬂ",’g;neﬁag ug'ovol:xelecarr?:d o:
against eight competitors in each race.% nearly all the runnvi'ng e:rents. He had
l(e):g?e};or:ltu:l?etwa;er;r?tﬁe?sy '(‘) fCh:l}; numerous cups and medals as the result.
Hudson, who claimed the championship TURF.
of America.
The Paris Crew having left their fav-
orite boat behind them, and wishing to! Montreal, Aug. 20—Yedno, owned by !
try their luck in a skeleton, they de-! F. J. Daly, Peterboro (Ont.), established
clined for that year and had a boat built a new Canadian record for a competition
expressly for themselves by Elliott, of ' mile in the grand circuit races at Dorval
Green Point, and accepted for 1868, track today by stepping the distance in
where they, at Springfleld, Mass., over: the 2.08 pace contest in 2.02%. She had
the same course on which the Walsh- won the two previous heats with com-
Morris crew had been defeated, won eas- | parative ease, and her time in the final

ors.

|
|
Montreai Horse Races. |
|

show some going. There is also a trot-
| ting race in which the entries are I
| O. Parole, Margaret Chimes, Ed. C,
.and Chinchilla, The first. race starts
at 2.45 and extra car service will be put
on. A change has been made to mile
heats. best two out of three.

AQUATIC
| Boy Makes New Record

| Henry Miren of the L Street Swim-
| ming club of Boston, Thursday better-
ed all'records for the difficult swim from

See t_:his Car before §'Ou bu,
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Shoot Dominion Ammunition.

ily, and became the acknowledged best
four oarsmen in America. Their suc-}
cess at home and abroad tempted an
English ‘crew to try conclusions with
them and a match was made that came
off at Lachine, near Montreal. when, in
a wind and rain squall, the Englishmen
being prepared with washboards, defeat- |
ed them, the home boat having become !
waterlogged. This led to another race'’
that came off on the Kennebeccasis, !
when on a beautiful morning, with the
‘water like a mirror, at three-quarters
of a mile from the start, with the Paris |
crew leading, the ever to be reme‘mber—i
ed famous and unfortunate English oars- |
man, Renforth, gave out and was car-
ried ashore where he died shortly after
from an internal rupture. The Paris
crew rowed over the course, a measured

20% seconds

“Every 10c
Packet of

WILSON'S

FLY PADS ]

WILL KILL MORE FLIES THAN /
S 82°°WORTH OF ANY
STICKY FLY CATCHER

six miles, in the quick time of 2",
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made wholly in Canada’’.
under conditions that are identical to those
under which they are used. That’s why
they are dependable at all times.

Your dealer can supply you.
10 cents for handsome set of colored
pictures of Canadian game.

= Whien you,

ter the

our ammunition. Know it

thoroughly before hand. Make certain that
it is powerful and dependable—then when

comes—the prize is yours.
That’s the
It’s straight-shooting, hard-

hitting and never varies in quality.
Dominion metallics and shot shells — ‘‘the ammunition
They are tested and tried
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