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realisation of their co-operation. Nevertheless the hope
of the future liee in the recognition of the great truth that

the relations which subsist between the individual citizen

and his state ought to be reproduced in the family of

nations. Each nation must learn to regard itself as

a member of a great community and be prepared to

strike, if necessary, in defence of the common good. In

proportion as this feeling grows, we shall learn to cast

behind us the immoral doctrine that the only duty of

a nation is to play for its own hand, and to substitute for

it the good old precept, ' Righteousness exalteth a nation.'

Even now we see this hope taking shape.

A brotherhood in arms ! For right, for law !

Presage of what shall be in days to comf
When nations leagued in common coui ttand,
Strong in good will, to impose the rule l peace
And strike, if need be, for the general weal

!

Nor need we lose heart when we reflect that the ideal of

a • concert of Europe ' is not a new thing in history. It

still looms before us as an aspiration, nowhere more alive,

we are told, than in the land of its origin.* And a recent
step of the first importance towards the realization of
this dream, though it has hitherto attracted little public
attention, is the agreement made between Great Britain
and America that in any future dispute between these
two countries a whole year shall elapse before any
declaration of war.

' Prince Kropotkin, letter to The Timeg, Oct. 9, 1914, p. 6 ; of. also
Professor VinogradoflF's letter, ibid., Sept. 14 , p. 10 (reprinted as one of
the Oxford Pamphlets).
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