
m • 132 perry's reply to SIXIOT,

elapse, after receiving Ihe benefits oflay letter, before

your falsehoods and intrigu s against me made me fully

sensible of the error I had committed ia<«endeavoring

Id prop so unprjociiJied a character.

If it b^ really true that you iiurried to Washington

for the purpose of inviting me to a meeting, iris indeed

unfortunate that intentions for which you give yoursejf

so great credit have evaporated in a pitiful letter, which

none but a base and vulgar mind could have dictated.

The reputation you have lost is not to be recovered by

such artifices ; it was tarnished by your own beiia-

vior on Lake Erie, and has constantly been rendered

more desperate by your subsequent folly and habitual

falsehoods, i You cannot wonder at the loss : that rep.

utation which has neither honor nor trath, nor courage

for its basis, must ever be of short duration. Mean
and despicable as you have proved yourself to be,. I

shall never cease to criminate myself for h.-ping devi-

ated from the path of strict propriety, for the sake of

screening you from public contempt and indignation.

For this offence to the community I vill atone, in due

time, by a full disclosure of your disgraceful conduct.

But that you, of all men, should exultingly charge me
with an error committed in your favor, and b3' which

you were (as far as a man in your situation could be)

saved from disgrace, is aidegrce of turpitude of which

1 had before no conception. O. H. PERRY.
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