
n INTRODUCTION TO THE

i^eptablo ^ a v.c.oua King and Court and almost tokens of a spurion,
loyalty, were m close companionship. The stately and pedantic style ola former generation, over-abounding iu Latinized and leam.d wordsgave plaoe to a free and easy f^hion of writing and speakin^. which'.fa consequence of loose living, served also to increase^and ::c^^^:
It. It was the period of .or language when not only colloquial idioms
and expressions were greutly m favour, but also that coarseness and vul-ganty which can be described only by a term provided by the vocaba-^ of those t.mes-sZa„g^; a corrupt dialect which Dryden could notwithsuuxd, and which in «,n.e degree vitiated pulpit eToquence-now

»h T^ """"l
^^""^ "' ^^''''' ^''"^' ^' ^^''fi^'d the reflection,

which have been quoted above, as uttered by Milton, years before in hisearly manhood,and it may be added, that amid the general corruption.

LcalTT "' f ''°^"'^^' '^' ^'™"' ^^°-'P-—d his purity!because though ,n the age, he was not of it-because in truth his «so^was like a Stai> and dwelt apart."

It will be seen in the statement given by the Compiler of this DieUonary m his Preface, of 'he several rules which he prescribed forllexecution o the work, that in them he recognizes the pLciole ofgenen^and authontative ,.age-in the choice of words and in the^rtho^ary
and pronunciation of them. This is indeed the true and only saffS
.jp^,

while there may, to be sure, b. e..br..ussment in the apph^
*f It, from the difficulty of ascertaining such usage. Bui it is important^unde^tand that even when ascertained, it is'not the Jd"n utvar^nng standard which many expect to find it, and others hope to mako
t. It IS not, and camrot be so in a living language. Th.ro ^i, a pre-rous truth .n this metaphor of life, as applied to speech: thL Tanealthy, vital action going on, which is as far removed from the feeblepro ongation of anUouated words as from the rash introduction of thosethat are needless as well as new. There is perpetual birth and deaTlamong words: som. fall into disuse, are forgotten and die ; while othersare happily created, and grow up in the language. We may speak o7general and authorized usage in our day, and m'ost impoZtt

find and recognize it, but what is the nature of such usage may best belearnt from the history cf iho language.
I have before me the English Dictionary entitled « The New World

tr""^ ' u
"""" ^"^"'^'** "^ ^^^^' ^y E^'^^rd^ PhiJl'^, one of

Milton 3 nephews and pupils. In the Preface, in noticing the derivation
tf EflSlrsh verb, m t.^e from the Greek verbs, he adds that of lato the


