
passional nature, and the death of self—a«B only specimens of the clmractevistie
elements of Cliriatian Perfection. Tlune are many otliers on which I have no timc^
to dwell : such as uninterrupted joy, unwavering faith, jjerfect jH'aee, and ail thei
fruit of the spirit in unalloyed purity. We are to grow constantly towards theH(>l
attainments, hut wo are to realize them hy a union of tiie faitli and of thel
knowledge of tlie son of God.

This is the doctrine of the Methodist church and, as we all hcdievo, it is

in entire accord with Holy Scripture and with human exixnience.
,

Let us now follow up thie discussion of doctrine, by some statements of facts i

and duties

.

I

1. There has never been any attempted, formal departure from, or
repudiation of, tliis doctrine, hy any of the many Ijranches of Methodism that
ever existed. Twenty-hve or more of these bodies were rejjresented in tlie two
Ecumenical Conferences wliich luive been held, one in London, and one in
Washington, at both of wliich the doctrine was as clearly reviewed and iisf
strongly stated as by Wesley himself, and h(>artily endorsed l')y all the delegates. 1
And I affirm in the presence of all tiicse ministers and Cliristian j)eo|)le, and in the |
presence of God also, that the Metliodi.st cluirch here in Canada, and the Montreal
Conference in particular, do hold and teach this doctrine as it has been committed
to us. i

2. So far as I know, all the numerous branches of Methodism make belief in \
this tenet and an avowed desire for its personal realization, a requisite for entrance 3

into the ministry. The (piestions that are asked are such as -these: " Are you ^
going on to perfection ? Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life V

jAre you earnestly striving after it? John Wesley still stands at the door of ,J

every Methodist Conference under the sliining sun of Heaven and asks these 1
questions of all who knock for admittance. i

3. This doctrine we must faithfully preach. Although it has jiassed |
througli periods of neglect from .tlma to i-.ima, ^ulian «»-'B<«oncepti(ins, misuud'T- ^
standings and errors liave arisen, it has never lacked able advocates in oiirfe

pulpits, and in our periodicals. Our zeal must not flag at a time like thel
present. If we do not preach entSe sanctification certain things will assuredly j
happen: ^

(a) EiTors will spring up. Any truth that is not preuclied will soon be

controverted. Heresies will spring uji like weeds on ground that is not

cultivated. If Methodist preachers cease to press upon the attention of their

congregations what the Bil)le teaches in regard to tlie attainahility of a [aire

heart, unscrijitural notions will lie sure to arise on tliat ground conipelliug tli(>ni

to the task of clearing away the weeds in order to save the truth ilsclf from

being lost sight of altogetlier. '

(b) If we do not jireach this truth another thing will haiipen. It is said that

history repeats itself. That is true, as the annals of the world declare. But if tlic

Methodist pulpit becomes silent on this subject, if ministers and members no longer

" press on unto perfection," Methodism must lose much of its old-time power, and '7.<
J;^

history will certainly vnt rejieat itself. Let tlie in-eacliing of Entire Sanctitication jniss
g

into neglect, and IMethodi.sm will never sec anotjier Jolm Fletcher, or Mary Fletcher,
|

or Bramwell, or Stoner, or Carvosso, or Hester Ann Hogcrs, or Cookmnn of
|

Inskip. A great host of !»lethodist worthies would never have been heard of but
:^

for the actualization of this doctrine. It is for you, my young brethren, to see te
|

it that Methodism does not deteriorate in your hands.
|

(c) If we do not proclaim this truth still another thing will hapjien.
|

Others will take up the theme. Other churches will stand forth as witnesses of

this great salvation. They are .doing so. I gwatly rejoice in tlio \videiun>i,

disposition to recognize Christian Perfection under different names and forms qf

expression. Methodists have found tliat their gri^at dqio^itum is not a iiatent

right, that Christians who are afraid of our terminology may enjoy our salvatioi

without jironouncing our .shibboleth, as Fletcher says, " like peojile eating hoii(|.\

in the dark," knowing its sweetness but not its name. But not all are afruii

of our scriptural terms. Is it not of this very grace that Miss Havergal sings ?
i

4.
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