
CANADA'S ALASKAN DISMK NIIIKKMKN 1'

IMKOniC TIllN.

'I'hcTf can be no l)fttir introduction to a study of the rt-al

issuL-s involved by the Alaskan Treaty between Creat llritain

and Russia, than the following extract from a letter written by

Mr. (".eorgu ("anning, to the Minister in charge of the negoti-

ations, as given by Mr. Thos. H. Dalch, in a recent publication,

in support of the claims of the United States. The Utter is

dated : Feb. i6 28, 1825.

"// onl\ remains in rccapiltilalioii la remiiul ynu of Ike

orij^in and principle of this -ivluile nixolialion.

"it is not on our pari a negoliiition iiboiil limils.

"// is a demandfor l/te repeal of an offensil'e and unjus-

tifiable arrogatioH of exclusive jurisdiction m'er an ocean

of unmeasured extent: but a demand i/ualified and mitiga-

ted in its manner, in order that its justice may be ackmnv-

ledged and satisfied 'without soreness or humiliation on the

part of Russia.

"Il'e negotiate about territory to cin'er the remonstrance

about principle. But any attempt to take advantage of
this voluntary facility 7ve must oppose."

The attitude of the United States respecting the matter of

the Alaskan Boundary, can only be properly understood as being

part of a policy of aggression upon the Territorial rights of the

Dominion of Canada; that, while creating a situation that must

make her condition as a Colony of Cireat Britain intolerable, is

one that might be immediately relieved by her secession from

the Empire, and alliance with the States . As a solution for the

many (|uestions that are spending between the two countries, such

a consummation has much to recommend it. The considerations

opposed to this alliance may be summed up in the feeling of loy-


