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act the influence of public-house-keeping warehousemen. A
respectable man will, at any time, prefer 21s. a-week, with regular

work, to the vicissitudes -of a dock porter's life with 48. a-day.

The facility with which extra bands are obtained, owing to the

rapid influx of men when there is a flush of work, is not only the

cause of frequent distress, but is indicative of a widespread super-

abundance of labour elsewhere.

The Mayor of Southampton endorsed the following

statement

:

The Poor-Law Returns give an average of men out of employ,
ment. But by far the larger number of persons would not have
been in receipt of relief, and consequently I have no means of

ascertaining their number. The Poor-Law statistics would not
give you a tenth part of the numbers out of employment.

Next Session the House must be prepared to have

this question of the unemployed more fully discussed.

It was becoming every day of more and more im-
portance. Wild dreams were being indulged in, and
desperate expedients were being mooted with the view of

meeting the difficulty. As he ventured the other day to

tell a noble lord, who was better acquainted, perhaps, than

any man of his order with the true condition of the people,—" You who have good estates to lose or keep, had need

to look to it betimes : the devil is looking over the wall ;

"

and his noble friend replied, " I know it, and have often

said 80." He had been asked upon what giouud he
could advise Parliament to levy a tax for the benefit of a

particular class, but he did not ask for a single shilling.

The tax was already levied ; he asked only that it should

be adjusted. If there were a large number of people out

of f>mployment, and if they did not find their way to the

workhouse, they must live upon the wages of others ; and
it was BO, The poor would not see their neighbours dying

from starvation without helping them ; and besides this,

the poor rates were levied most unjustly. He knew of two
proprietors, who drew from 30,000^ to 40,000Z. a year from
house property in Finsbury, and were not assessed a shilling

to the local rates. As absentees they did not see the poverty of

the district, and were therefore not prompted to charity. The
remedy for this would not be found in any adjustment of

local burdena. He recently met a distinguished friend often

consulted by the Government upon the subject of commercial

legislation, who asked him why, instead of requiring State

interference in reference to surplus labour by means of

emigration, they did not ask for the means of opening new
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