
San TTrancisoo, arc from Vancoiivor Island. Coal formations of tertiary aae, furnish-
ing very go:i<l coiU of its kind, cover great tracts also, of tlio iiiainhTiui'of British
Columbia. Authracito c^al exj.st? in Queen Charlotto Island and on tho iiiainland
and indications of its pres(inco have been dis(^ovored in Vanconvor island.

It is only within tho past f y yars that tiio coal trade from British Coliinibia to
California lias j.ssuniod hr^vi proportions. In the twelve years ondiiijj; witli is?;}, tiie
:!ii|>orts were 150,(i00 tons, oi 12,500 tons pc'r annum. In tho last ton voare tliose
iniix>rts have been 1,280,000 tons, or 107,000 tons per aniuJni. In t\w hvsr, tivo years
they h;i\e avera^Jied 153,000 tons jx^r annum, or as mtich in one year as Avas receivecl
at San Francisco in tho first twelve years of tho above period.

TJie present indicutions point to a large increase of tlie coal trade of thft province.
A to^t by th(3 War Department of tlic United States, us already statetl, in orcer to

find the best steam-raisin^/ coal on the I'acilic coast, showed that to produce a given
'luantity of sttnim, it took ],S00 ttts. of Vancouver coal to 2,4no ths. of Sej^ttlo coal, 2,600
ttis. of Coos Bay coal Oregon, and 2,0(M) ttis. of Mont<^ Diablo coal, California. I'liis

jiroved tiiat, as far as tiie Pacifie coast is (xuicerued, the coal of ^anc(.avor Island has
a marked sni)eriority over all the others.

[r-:-,. IRON. ,--'-;, :.
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'-
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Great masses of iron ore exist on tlie cojist—sotne of the finest iron ores known in
Canada—and lying in close proximity to great beds of marble or limestone and tho
real lields of Nanaimo. l>r, Dawson descril>es the bed on Texada Ishmd as a "very
ri(.']i magnetic ore assaying 08.4 of iron, and a very low p'rcentage of phosphorus and
nther impurities ;"_ and having "only twenty tniles of tlio navigable waters of the
Strait of Georgia IwtweMMi it and the Comox coal lield, and both th() iron and coal
close t« tlie water's edge." Rich deposits of iron ore are louud in many other ix>rlion8
of the Province

SILVER. V

Siiver nas been found j\oar TIoik', on the Fraser River. The specimens of ore
iissayed have 'given high yields of silver. It has^also been found at Yale, on the
Fraser, and a rich silver ore has been brou<rht from Cherry Creek, a tributary of the
Shuswap. jS'ative silver has been found iit Omineca. in the northern interior, and
argentiferous galenas at Omineca and Kootenay. The silver ores in the Kootenay
district, both at Kootenay liako and on the Upper CohTmbia,seem to be very pi<>fitiful.

There is every reason to believe that rich mines of silver will be ojjened in (he pro-
vince. Specimcius received by the Geological Sur' ey, irom the Rocky Mountains,
show a high percentage.

OTHER MINERALS.

Copper, galena, mercury, platintun, antimony, bismuth, molybdenum, plumbago,
mica and other minerals liave been discov ored in dillerent inirts of the province

;

<opi)er being very widely distributed. • — !

MINING LAWS. " '

-

Feee MrNiJKS. -

"

" Free miners " only can have right of interest in mining claims or ditches. A
' free miner" must be over 16 years of age. His certificaif nuiy be for one year (.$5),

or three years ($15), and is not transferable. Ho may entur and mine Crown lands, or,

on making compensation, lands occupied for other than mining jmrjxjses. To recover

wages, must have free miner's certificate.

RECORD, &JC., OF CLAIMS. , „

Claims must be recorded ($2.50), and nvrecorded ($2.50). Time allowed for record

is thme days after l(j(!ation, if within ten jniles of otiico—one. addition.d day for every

additional ten miles, or fraction thereof, in very remote places, miners, assembled
in meeting, may make valid rules temporarily. Transfers of t^laims or mining
interests must be in writing and registered. Free miners may hold any number of

i[


