
deration of tho Provinces was iimler consideration, that it

was not safe to trust the educational interests of the minoTity

in the hands of the majority professing another faith and
speakiniT another language. Whether these fears were
well or ill founded, it was considered only proper that the

• juestion should be settled, and accordingly it was agreed

at the Quebec Conlerenco, so called, that a measure should

be carried through the Legislature of Canada, at its last

.session before Confederation, which should place the ques-

tion upon a satislactory ])asis. (Applause.) To carry out

this agreement a bill was introduced by the Hon. Mr.
Langevin into the last I'arliament of Canada, commonly
. ailed " The Langevin Bill,' containing such pro\nsion8 as

were con.sidered satisfactory to both Protestants and Roman.
Catholic. I need not go into the details of the failure of

this mensure in a house composed, it will be recollected, of

a majority of English Protestants. The bill was withdrawn
.after sonn^ discussion, and this circumstance was felt so

(^eejily and mad(^ so nmrh of In' certain parties who were
seeking occasio]i lor ilnding fault and to stir up national

and religious feelhig, that even those who entertained no
such fears were cbliged to take action,- otherwise s&rious

difticulties were a})prebended, and Confederation was
exceedingly dotibtful.—(Cheers.)

It will, Mr. &!peaker, be in the recollection of honorable
members, that the honorable member for Montreal East
stuted that the Protestants need feel under no apprehension
as to their rights under the Quebec Legislature, that he felt

assured the Parliament of Quebec would do justice to the
rights of all, irrespective of creed or nationality. This de-
claration was by some considered as a mere put off, at the
time. The rcsidt ^vhich I Avill allude to by-and by clearly

shows that the Hon. Baronet, well understood his country-
men, knew their desire to do justice to the minority, and
could fully reh^ on their action in this regard when the
time came. However in the meantime, a clause was intro-

duced into the B. N. A. jU-i, 1807, on the subject of Educa-
tion, which, while it left <)»«' ([ueNlionin the hands of the
Quebec Le.gislature gave in certain oases the right ofappeal
to the iJomimou authorities. .\j: the 2nd Session of thi^

House the (juesJiou canu' ii))— f was not at the time a
Member of the UoveriiiiH'nt. juid it will be in the recoUec-


