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BKXEFITS OF NORMAL SCHOOLS.

NditiiHl Si'Iiool* not only iid'cct, mntcriull)' iiml bene-

l!v''ully, llio coinnioti Scliool (Mliioatioii oiii country,

Ir.it nil il« filiicalii 111 inKtitulioiH, wlit'lliei' Armle-
iiiii" or (-'oH'"." -L'. Anil if llii? int(!ili;jcnco, tlic in-

'hi'ilry, thn i-Liiiicini'nl, (Ik; virliir, ntiiitlu! liMppincss

'.r Hiiy nation uro, nn w« know tlieui to Itc, insipiinibly

'•onncplcd with its Rtatc ot'ctiiictiiion,— if lliese rise or

I'ill Jti.sl ns its t'iIiici)tioii(i! iii.ilitiilions proApfM* or

iicflinc, tlion it i.s clear that Normal School!* possess

ni i:'i|iorlan('(! nini valiiu incalculalily great. Itut

t(i tc ini ;
•• |)arliTular.

1. Normiil Schools urn ofhcMulit hconnsc they

!inpi>ly Ihr place wlicrt; young; men and women of

.-> qnisile qualilicatiun may acquire ihu i«ciencc and
:irt of teaching.

Tlii'vc arc to he. foimd in every country talented

n.Ti'l T roniising yoiuipt persons, iiossessed of n natu-

iril :,i>(tu'Sfl for leuchinfj, and eajrerly desirous to

1(0 C'lifragetl in tho work. Uy dilif^enec and per-

severance, they obtain a pretty extensive know-
ledge of the branches usually taught in connnuu
S(!hools ; they pass with rr-dit tluj t;xainination enti-

tling them to teach and to draw a certain amount from

flic puhliefunds, and t'ley start a Scliool in apparently
jropitious eireumslanees. IJnt scarcely have they

commenced operations when they lind themselves

literally encompassed villi dillicultics, and they are

now thoroughly persuaded that something more \i

necessary for a Teacher than a bare knowledge of

(he brnnch«.s requiring to he taught, <veii a knowledge
1

!' the best melhod of organizing, governing, n .il

niiiunging a School. Some become at the very out-

s'."t disheartened, nnd, as soon as they eonvi-niendy
r.n, retire fvom the employment allogelher. Olh-
rrs resolutely hold on, anil, after a series ol'expcri

T icnts which are nnnually made at the expense of no
ordinary amount of pain and drudgery, as well as

oricntimes at the exi>ens»; of the health, facultiiis, and
riVcctions of the children placed under their charge,

I'liey succeed in establishing their claim to respcclalii-

lity, if not to cllicieucy, in teaching. Now Normal
Siliools arc designed as they are fitted for the oh-

v'Ating of these very ditlicullies,—and thcnilty ena-
I'hng such individuals to commence at ouce the real

vork ef 4faching, instead of going through a process
v'.' painful and, oftentimes, of fruitless experimenting.

:;. Normal Schoids open an honorable and useful

j^rolession to th« deserving and industrious young fc-

liiiilcs of the population.

ft is now, w« believe, generally admitted by
experienced educationisli that female Teachers are
IV., ire succcssftil than male, at least, in primary
.*^;'h> ols, that is, iu Schools composid of children,
trom five tp eighl vv nine years of age. Their
uionil inlluence is «freatcr. The tempenmient. the
mental constitution, and th» mora! imjiress of the
mules, arc oftentinius not of th.Ht order which fit

tii-!n for cmduring the disciplinarian perplexities
of the School-room. They acctirdingly require much
i.'.ore physical force in preserving order, and not un-
frequently contract the habit of .-speaking harshly to
maintain their Hignity' and authority. Female
tv.ache»s, on (he other Land, go into the School-room

with a natural fitness, both mental and moral, which
enable them to control the tempers and the iitfectioiH

of the young, and to win from them the liomago of

kind Hiid respectful deportment and attention. Itut thn

intellectual intliienru of femnlu Teachers is not ii

whit leas. Young men generally address the mi-

derslanding, and oftentimes by their sternness and
commanding tone, shut tho hearts of their pupiU
to the important truths they communicate. Femalo
Teachers, on the other hand, ))ly the afi'ections as

well as tho understanding of their scholars ; or rather,

through the influence of the afVeclions they get to tho

uuderstandlng.i of their pupils. A<>d when we eon-

sider that Normal Schools are admirably fitted for

tho improvement of females, i'ov (pialifying them for

such an honorable position in society, and fiir such a

field of usefulness, we are furnished with another

substantial proof of their value.

;t. Normal Schools send forth, as a body, the best

qualified 'IV'achers.

AVe are far from saying that there are no qualified

Teachers but those who emanate from Normal
Schools ;—such an assertion were altogether at vari-

ance with the past history of education, and I'veii

with the very I'xistence of Normal Schools them-
selves. If teaching in the highest and most com-
prehensive sense of the term requires a peculiar apt-

ness of mind, an innate enthusiastic ardour f()r tho

employment, thos;; who possess such specialty of

gift will arrive at i)roliciency in the art, and that

altogether irrcs|)cc'tive of Normal Schools. And such

individnals have existi'd an(l will continue to exist.

What then we mean to assert is this, that those Teach-
ers trained at eHii icnt Normal Schools, are, as a body,

better qualified th;»n those who have not enjoyed such

an o|iportunity. This is a position which no sound
educationist, no man of intelligence who has observed

the workings of Normal Schools in those countries,

where they have been for a lengthened period in ope-

ration, will venture to I'all in ipiestion. And this is

not mere conjcctiiro. It may be verified and ratified

by a thousand facts ; and what mure substantial than

tiie fact that not one Normal School has yet been
able to meet the applications made to it for 'I'eachers.

What a testimony this to tiie universally admitted
benefit of Normal Schools I

4. Normal Schools tend largely to make teaching

a ]iermanent employment.
It is an undenialde fact that many, too many, of

those who betake themselves to teaching, do so, not

as a calling, a mission, or a business for life, but as a

kind of stepping-stone to a more elevated [losition, or

to a more lucrative situation, or, it may be, as a kind

of (ferm'cr Miort because of their failure in every other

j»ursuit. And when the opportunity presents itself,

when a situation more congenial to their likings or

more remunerative in its prospects offers, they aban-

don their calling without the least compunction or

regret. And is not the effect of such .i course detri-

mental to the cause of education,—does it not lower

and degrade the profession ? Now we know no remedy
better fitted for the removal of this evil than Normal
Schools. l)y attendance at thtse Seminaries such will


