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Proteftant intereft in Germany, by fctting two

Proteftant Eleflorates at variance, is jufl the fame

;

and the Popilli States alone can rejc-ice in the de-

ftruflion of either. There have been times, when

the zeal of the I jpes of Rome made them hold fre-

quent confiftories to conlult, how they might bcft

deftroy that peftilent northern herefy, as our religion

was once called, when the reformation was firfl adop-

ted by the northern powers of Germany ; and there

have been bigotted Emperors, who have formed

leagues, and made many attempts, in conjundtion

with the court of Rome, for the defttuition of Prote-

ftants; which Providence was plcafed to difappoinc

But what is there, that the bittereft enemies of

our religion could have devifed, fo effeftually to

fcrve their purpofe, as the lighting up a war be-

tween thefe Proteftant States thcmfelves ? Which,

without raifing any jtaloufy of Papifts ; without

the cruelty of perfecuti(m -, without the odium of

incurring any breach of faith, fhould fet thefe Pro-

tef|tar\t powers upon worrying each other, with in-

finitely greater deftru<^tion than any the Iharpcft

perfecution ever produced, and ruining the whole

fiorth of permany. ,;/ , -ljv -
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Could a Gregory or a Ferdinand have wiftied for

any thing more, than that Saxony, where the refor-

mation firft began, (hould be ravaged from end to

end : its country wafted, its cities ruined, their

fuburbs burnt, its princes and nobles driven into

tanifhment, its merchants beggared, its pcafants

forced


