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ufed to give the Advantage to the latter, fn the

Point of managing Parliaments ; faying, " that
*' when Cromwell had a Mind to get them into any

Step they djd not like, he invefted the Houfe of

Commons iiO'ith a Body of Soldiers, and forced
** the Members to vote as he direded ; but this

*' was an open Violence to the Conftitution, and
*' created a deal of ill Blood ; whereas later Politi-

*' cians had fallen into an eafier and much furer Me-
*' thod of carrying their Points ; for inftead of fiil-

•* ing the Lobby with Officers and Soldiers, they
*• opened the Doors of the Houfe, and let them, •

** into a Place, where they could do more Mif-

chief by their Votes, that they were capable of

doing by their Arms without".
,

Dangerous as Standing Armies are to the Liber-;

ties of a Nation, they are not more fo, in the Opi-

nion of fomc wife Men, than Standing Taxes may.

.

prove ; elpecially when they produce large Supplies

of Money ; for Armies cannot fubfifl" unlefs they

are paid ; but with fuch Supplies, there is nothing

but they arc capable of executing. Now our Stand-

ing Taxes, appropriated to the Civil Lift, the

Sinkinjg Fund, and the Payment of the national

Debt, produce by common Computation ?ho\xt five

MiUioHs a Year ; a Sum which Sir W, Petty fays,

will pay 100,000 Foot, 40,000 Horfe, and 40,000/^/

Seanicn for a Year. There is no Occafion for a
"^

Parliament to meet for granting this Sura, (ince the

Taxes arc laid already, and continue for Years to

come. Dr. Davenant long ago forefaw the Danger,

to which the Conftitution was expofed from this

Quarter ; and therefore at i Time, when only Fundi

df threeMillions and an half were fetded for the

Security of t,e'nders, he complained of it **as a
^ great Defedl in our Conftitution, that fulHcienC

« Prdvtfion Was not made againft diverting and

V iTiiiapplyiiig^the public Treafure, and agaiiift'

^r- *« break-


