
tending to llm Rocky Muimtaius, upon which afa-

vorattlc icpurt wu> i-.iiMKil liy Mi. Puin.scU..

Thai reporl 1 have nlieady bad ilie lunioi" to ciio

10 the Senate in my ()()eninsf remarks iipnn tlijs

bill, when it firsi caine up lor et)i).sider!Uioii this

session. When next 1 brouijhl it (orward, the for-

eign negotiations with Lord Ashburton, which
elided in the late treaty, were about to be set on

foot; and I was urge) liy all political parties not to

embroil them with another diiiiculty,by a renewed
etlbrl lo bring about the occiipaiion of the territory.

To ttie>e wishes I r^eluitanlly yielded, consenting

to wait tor the rcsnlis of the prijiiiised (.iipliinmcy.

That diplomacy has siufered the occasion to pas-;

almost without an allusion to the subject; and still,

as before, the cry is, "Nut now ! wait a little long-

er! presently ! By-and by we are certain lo bring

the whole bnslnes.-. happily through, if you will not

press it now !" Such has ever been the encourage-

ment, or the arguineni, with which the measure
has, for above twenty y ars, been met; and the Sen-

ator from South Carolina will, therefore, see that

the purpose has been pursued with everything that

could give it forecast, and that no indiscreet meas-
ure or issue has been press d n.^ainslGievt Biilain,

or urged upon the henatc. It has been held back
not only until it became, in point of time, appro-

priate, but indispensable, if we are ever to accom-
plish the object at which wo aim.

The main subject was urged on the attention of

Congress in President Tyler's fust annual message,

where it is also strongly sustained by the auxiliary

reports of the Secretaries oi War and the Navy;
and the same recommendation was once more pre-

sented to Congress in the report? of Secretaries

Spencer and Upshur, at the beginning of this ses-

sion. The country is indebted to Mr. Pendleton

for an excellent report in 181-3, to the House of

Representatives, accompanying a bill even stronger

than the one now under discussion.

This succinct history of the measure must cer-

tainly acquit the committee of any indiscreet

haste, any inconsiderateness, any precipitateness oi

plunging Congress into premature debate, or n rash

issue with Great Britain; particularly as both Mr.
Jefierson and Mr. Madison had originally been in

favor of some action.

As to the apprehended elTectr, of debate here,

the Senator, I think, exaggerates to himself thena-

tional irritation which may be so produced. Great
Britain—herself accustomed to the most unre-

strained parliamentary discussion—surely better

understands how debate, and the heats into which
it naturally runs, are to be viewed. It is by our
action—not our speeches—that Great Britain will

he influenced. I shall therelore continue to speak,

as I have spoken, freely; well convinced that what
•we say of ner here will be of no more serious con-

sequence in London, than what she says of us, in

bfer legislative wrangling, is of weighty influence

upon us.

I understand the Senator's objections lo the bill to

be three-fold: first, that it would, in its main pro-

visions, bean infraction of the conventions of 1818

and 1827; secondly, that, when carried into effect,

it must plunge us into all the expense of a remote
military occupation; thirdly, that the territory it-

self is valueless, and must prove a disadvantage,

not only through the enormous expense it must en-

tail upon us, but by dispersing our pof)ulation,from

•whose concentration alone a progressive and an el-

evated civilization is to be expected.

The Senator will pardon ms if I say that the q-J
lire .Ml, p. of Lis 1 miliar!;:, yevlenlu.;, prov-^

'"Bn!'l';ii-' hm
greatly toiiiulervalue a territory as yet little Wnov iijaui^ln i';

ill his qiiaiier. Tnere is a mi>S3 ol doiMinieni;: allz! tin-

u

infonnatiuii in rcL-ard Id ii, in whifh 1 '"" < "i:^"'',.''

jielled to.-uppiisehim not vei.-ed. Even puiiingilp-.
»'"J'ii:'

minuieriactsout of view,however,anil supposini,'ie«iah!i;<;M

surface sleril, there are in iis favor liiyh andd'WH''^'' "i

viouselementsof comrneiciai value, of Inture coirii-L'^','"!'"''''
1 1 • 1 • 1 I . lOtc III'. II ;

mercial giea!nc;-s, which I thonght certain to pin; m (1,1^,,

a mind as capable as his of embracing these inB^J '-
' ,

poitant coiusidciatioiis. It is plainly, at no dista '***"* "'''.'-

d:;y, thi' (ies.iiicd 'jveiiue vf a great trade fiuiii .{luddim ?;'

our territories to the Pacific and the East. ,\ -ifli-.ii,'"

dnes he less overlook its present and past impdif'oW""'-" i

ance. The inertness of our policy lias already
li'^'^ai'iai' m

Railed to US more than icri millirnsoflcgiiimiileirai', Sjs,'.,,
,',_!'

By the sheer neglect ol' our Gi)vernn»ei)t, our (Vjnepst'iriT,

trade on ih t coasi—fornifrly affording at least ha'"''"' /" \'f'

a iniliitm—lia> been jsnlTered, under the operation
Jflhui,' *i'.'iv

the existing treaty, to dwindle to some two thoiaihri'MT

sand dollars a year. Examine, sir, the returns .*»rM .<!!

our fu»-trade, from the lirst .seiilemtnt on *lie
C|'j{j''Jjj'i'|'''

luinbia, by Astor, down to the present time; and yi he s'. .i.^

will lind that it has sunk to the paltry omouiitvtneni-. i

have raentitmed, and that nil tiie auxiliary con

mcrce which was connected with it—the lra<i^^^^,'i\',|.[

from that coast to China— is extinct. Mces rcu^ 1

Tiiese are matters easily estatjlished by doc: "\^

mcntary evidence before me, so copious that I da.^_

not lax the paiienc? of the Senile with its read in:

I will venture only lo cite a .single document rt

letter, add rcsspd to me by Mr. Pierce, while cngag;

in this trade of the Northwest:

"Boston, May 1, mi ^m: ' '']v<

"Sir: Thinking it may lie interesting or important to yoii!^J*'.^|'','|.,'^

kiU'W of 801111! ol Uiulatft opura'iDiiti ami (ires'ei.l pinna ol :

Biiiijih Fludson IJav ("otdpariy in ili-. Ncirili Pacific ocear

lieg leave to pro.ssnt lo your notice soino lacis in reiaiion loi:

.^ttine, anil whicli liuve come to my IfriowiaJgu fiom poveuif^flfni; „f r,

oiiservalion, or IroMi eouicea entitleii to the fullest ccedit.
^.

"All iliat extensive lino of coast compreheniliiig ilu! Kvm ' ''

poi=si'89ion8 on the noriti west cnast of America, from !Mouni>—^*

Eliassoutli to the lalitudtiof r4ileg.40 min. north, (tlie last t

in? the lnundary line l)etwcen the Rutsiaii and .\merican ten

niries,) toij'Bihei- with theeole and exclusive right or privilt;.

(if frequenting all poris, bays, sounds, rivers, <&c. within tt

icrritory, and nftablishing foria and trading with thn Indij*
has been leased or granted by iheKussian-Amcrican FurCoi
pany lo iheltriiish Ilmlson Hay Company for the term of

:

years from January, 1842, and "for wliicli the latter are to pa

annually, four thousand lur Real skins, or the value thereof

money, at tlie rate of thirty-two shillings each—say jEC,-;

sierline, or S3i>,720.

"In theabovonanied.lenae the Russians have, however,i
served to themselves the island of Sitka, or New Archancel;
which place, you probably are aware, the Russians have

large settlemKnt—the depot and headquarters of their fur tra

with the Fox islands, Aleutian islands, and the continental sh'

westward of Mount dt. Ellas. All the trading estal)lishme'

o!"the IluKHians lately existing atTumgass Stickene, and oil

places within said territory, leased to the Hudson Bay Com:
ny, have iif consequence been broken up. Thus the Hud-
Bay Company, not content with monopolizing the berntofc

profi'able trade ofthe Americans, of supplying die Uussian*!
tlenientson the Northwest coast, have now completely cut thi

otjalso from all tradu with the most valuable fur regions iiu

world
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"Whether the arraneementa made between the Russians a i-h.^ , .hip Z
English, above alluded to, arc conformable to the treaties (_ ,,, ,

'

,

isting between the United States on the one part, and ihoset orp.uoi va
lions respectively on the other, I leave to your belter knon,-,^',. .,..'.„ '^.

edge to determine.
,T . ; / ,

f'With the doings of the Hudson Bay Company at Pus* rfji,-, ,1 ,.,,,,

.sound and the Columbia river you are doubtless fully inforni^i^iy,, |.';„^,|'.
|,

those, however, lately commenced by them in California i>„,J „.(]".,',' m
admitofniysayinga few words. inven'i.iu 01 1

" At 8an Francisco they have purchased a large house, as, j«,|„ ,,||,.„(.^

trading establishment and depot for merchandise; and theyt^S,|._j^|,,|,,|.'|

tend this year to have a place of the sam* kind at each of iSJL
,i| 1"^) a n

principal ports in Upper California. Two vesselsare buiWi
rjl'., |. ,„,'„'„ |,

in London, intended for the same trade—(tut is, for titecWir,}^., |„|,(]'^,

I


