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•Mppowd to remit from it. hu yielded up the

Vhuk Mubjvct of dUpute which had led to the ware

There i«, U in true, more than one shining iriNtanc.

in whic}i a nation ha.s conquered itH indeprndcnc'b

without imPttiring the position of criuality of it.s op-

ponenl. There uro instances, too, in which a con-

quered people hiivc yielded all. But I know of no
treaty in modern times, between equals, in which
one of the jwrtiea, after a war, liaa given up the

whole subject in controversy without an e(|nival(.nt.

There may be such instances, but 1 do not rcmciu-

ber one, even in the most Hucressful period of the

career of iS'aiMJJcon. Neither Miirenijo nor Austcr-

]itz't;ver gave him such results in liis trentiesv/ilh

Austria. Of all the Europeim nations, Great Brit-

ain is the moHt di3tin<;uished for the pertinacity with

which siie has hitherto Kirugg'e'l for her riijhts and

her honor. Nov/, Mr. Chairman, ia there a niiui

amonj^si us wiio supposes—docs the wildest dream-

er of us all believe—that she would ever clone

a war by yielding not only the whole subject in dis-

pute, but her own undoubted territory until she hud

£rsl waged it, and been defeated in it, us a war not

only of raa.stery, but of existence? Would her .sa-

gacious statesmen be slow to perceive that any
treaty which branded her with the visible stamp of

inferiority alter a war, would be the sure precursor

of her downfall? She knows that the hungry
and expectant eye of contineiital Europe is fixed

upon the prey which a division of her mighty em-
pire would afford. She is uwurc, too, that the cal-

culation has already been made as to how far the

invention of steam ha.s destroyed the security of

ber natural defences—of her insular position. Site

no longer feels able to continue the proud bon^t that

^'Britannia needs no bulwarks, no towers along the

,
Btcep;" for she is now engaged in constructing coast

defences. She must feel that the whole charm of her

power lies in the idea of her invincibility on tlic st^as

and in her colonial poKsessions. To destroy by her

one act this idea, would be to hold forth the .signal for

the eagles to gather to the banquet, and would involve

the losa of power, empire, and churucteritself. Can I

be mistaken insuppoving that a war which brought

her to such a conclusion, would probably be the

longest and bloodiest ever known in the annals of
mankind ? Gentlemen have promi.sed that this

thine shall be done. I do not stand her to dispute

it. In the event of a war, I wish that they may
be able to make good llicir words. But before

this can be accomplished, we must track the British

lion in his blood from the rining to the setting sun.

"We must hunt him from stronghold to stronghold,

until we have pursued him throughout the circum-

ference of the elobe. Every sea, every rlime must
become familiar with the noise of the terrific

strife. Far distant people, nations to whom as yet

we are scarcely known, must be startled at the

apparhion of this new power which in to struggle

with Urcat Britain for the mastery in places where
he had long reigned the roost supreme. From
Aden to the Ionian isles we must pursue her over

wave and through fortress, on one continuous line

of blood and fire, until we have swept her Hag from

the Roas, and buried her fleets in the ocean. We
muat throw down her places of strength; we must
despoil even her gardens of "pleasaunce." Yes,

till to tliia dreadful extremity must we bring her,

before she can acree to concfude the contest upon
terms which wouui destroy her most cherished sen-

timent of national pride, and probably lead to the

destruction of the mightiest empire which, as yet,

the world has known.
If we are to obtain what gentlemen have promiaed

us, such mam bo the war which we are to

wage, What, Mr. Chairman, must be the con-
sequences of such a war upon ourselves and our in-

K.titutiona ? Who can foresee tliese consequences in all

their extent, or undertake to measure ihe results?

How great would be the danger of a centrali-

zation of all power in the federal govern-
ment, and of an obliteration of tht lines of State

authority? How many hundreds of millions of
debt should we entail on ourselves and our posteri-

ty? How far shoilld wo fhll into the lower depths
of the paper sygtem? To how distant a day in the

Greek calends should we postpone those great

democratic rcforins which we had fondly hoped wc
were about to introduce, and for which we have
labored sn long and often with such doubtful suc-

ccHH? We should go into the war a free, happy,
and moral people, Who can undertake to foretell

the extent and nature of the transformations which
wc may undergo before wc come out of it, or who
can measure the waste of all the elements of hu-
man happiness and social order which such a wai'

would occasion? Should we be justified in tht eyes
of God, or of mankind, for thus perilling the great

interests of our country and of numanity for the

sake of obtaining possession of Oregon a few years
earlier, when we arc sure of acquiring it a little la-

ter by honorable and peaceful means? Could wo
be justified in exposing the country to sue' ex-
tremity if there be even a probable chance of ac-

quiring the territory I'y means not only peaceful

but compatible with our honor? Or if war and such
a wnr be inevitable, ought we not to postpone it un-
til we have more men, more means, more resources,

and more auspicious circumstances for its com-
mencement? But, Mr. Chairman, it may be said

that in my view of the probable conseauences of
such a war as that must be which shoulu lead -to

such a conclusion as is promised, I have virtually

admitted that the republican system of policy is

practicable only in time of peace. Such is not my
opinion. We have not had time as yet to intro-

duce or mature our system. The ideas upon whitli

tliey rest iu"e not fully possessed by tlie public

mind. They require time imd a period of peace for

their full development. But if once matured and
developed, I believe they would enable our govern-
ment and people to stand the shock and pressure of
war with far greater ease and buoyancy than under
any other course of policy. I, for one, am of the

opinion that if wewere now to plunge into war we
8nould fall into some of the worst forms of the paper
systciii, owing to the remains of what I believe to

be a wrong idea once implanted in the public mind*,

and yet I oelieve that the expenses of a war could
be far better sdAtained without these abuses of that

system than with them. I have long' thought that

we suffered almost as much in the last war from
such abuses ns from the British troops. But, Mr.
Chairnian, I have y«t another answer. Tin- »eniuB
of our institutions is pacific—they were not organ-
ized for distant and offensive warfare. For deffen-

sive war 1 believe they are the strongest in the world,
for they bring to its aid the united hearts of our peo-
ple. We were not organized for a career of war and
conquest, and I thank Qod for it; for then we should
have required a fur more despotic form of govern-
ment, and we might have stood as fair a chance as
any to become the curse of mankind, instead of being


