
8 Qbo. 5 Nativi Onmn or Bsitibh CoLnMBiA.

PJanMnff.—The mcks were slid down a trougb-llke incline of pianlc* reacblng from the car
to a scow, on to wliich tlie aeed- wag emptied and the loose sacltg were dipped into the sea-water
and apread over the oysters to protect them from the sun. The scow was then towed bjr motor-
boat at high water to the planting-ground, already staked out at low tide, and the seed eeattiM
by men with shovels (Fig. 1) as the scow was slowly moved back and forth over the bed.

The ground selected is on what has been called the " eastern bed" in the last rqiort, altwitea
south and east of the channel of the Serpentine Hiver where it make* a aemicircnlar ennre to
pass between eastern and western beds on its way to Join with the channel of the NIcomekl
River. The area that can be used is upwards of half a mile broad and covered with 8 or 10
feet of water at high spring tide, but exposed for about five hours at the corresponding low tide.
The space required for a car-load of seed is a surprisingly small patch, so th*t there la nam te
a good deal of selection even within the limits of the eastern bed. There are puta Wgfcir oad
nrst exposed, somewhat sandy and without eel-grass, and parts th«t toww or tm VkWl O*
water lies longer. Inclined to be muddy and to some extent covmd wMi eri-gnM, Tke fir load
referred to was put down on such a place as the lai^ whm oM abika Uttio ta watttef. bat
It Is flm mdemeath and can hardly be said to em ftrjr oO.

The speclBc gravity of the water above OOa bed tmei^ ftUto b^w IjOU ni ii smnfflr
between this and 1.0S0. The fresh water of Om BerpeattM wfitm^ a«t om tteM at h%h
and falUng ttde. b^ Oe flat* bagia to ba aigeaed It aeiMa to ba rmillmrt fii tika alaaML
At rising tide, wkaa the water of the ^iuuA hnfmt to arerflew. arixai fN* aai '»m mm kt
brooglit back o*« tte bad. The ftadi water of the McoaaU ta earriad off wltkoat aSeettas Oe
bed at falUag ttde^ bat aeoM of it bmjt ba iwraritt ba«k at tUti^ tide. Ordinarily the watw
fraoi both riven la aot alea t to lower the aaUatty to a gnalar decree tjban that nianMoBad-

.
At tiam ftMft water froM tha rraaar Bhar ii tmsd bar tide nidwM Isto tba bay aad lawara
tte S.a to 1.613; taat, aadavea 1.0B6. TWa h^weaed bi laly of ISU and I«t& brt aet lam* end 181&

t—
Tbe tentgerafure of the high-tide water above the bed sritaa reaeiMs 15' C. before the

Iwti iicoad. ar tKM wart ot May. Shallow layen left in hollow* on the date for several hoars
tow aratw, rl««»«Mar oaasteg down a warn vall^ or channel-water draining off flats,

and tiH ibaBow edgii of tMal watar on baaehee may attain to this temperature a week or two
earlier. A degree of ao* a In Uw high-tide water over the bed is touched very rarely—about
once In a smamer, althon^ 18* C2. la attaiiwd several times. The great mass of the tidal water
la hrid at 16 to 18* C, but thin layers left stranded and exposed to tha am for bana 4aifw
fhlllng and rising tide may reach 25*, even 29* C. for an interval.

Bepmrating.—After the seed has grown for a year It will be found to be largely composed
of bunches of about half a dosten oysters with the hinge ends grown together and stuck in the
mud, while the opening ends of the shelto pohit upwards and diverge from one another. It is
quite plain that the oysters in a bunch were originally held together by the same piece of cnltch,
although they may have grown to each other more securely since, and that the upward divergent
extension was due especially to nn effort on tue part of the growing oysters to separate as mncb
as possible and get to free water and food. If left In this state they wlU continue to grow hmg
and narrow or some of them will die. It Is i«rt of the work of the culturlst to break theae
bunches apart into their separate oysters and to distrilmte the oysteru over the batf thinly
(Fig. 2), so that each has room to grow In breadth and thickness as well as in la^tt wiOort
interfering in feeding, respiration, and excretion. Where the oysters are too thickly pleated
some of them should be carried to qiots whoa tbm are few or aana. Wa aaa ba dona ĥp*^
the long low-vater periods of aprlag Odea.

'

Orowintf.—The eeed growe to geed-alaed ofsten la two ar tkiae yalra ftaa tta ttaa ad
planting, dqmidlag apaa the alaa ataHed with ud the rata at gtawtfc ' tba latter ifg^ batac
largely tea to locaUty (tanvaratate, salinity, food, etc.). bat also t» todMdaalKy and attaattea.'
Xhsy daaot aB tfow at Oa aaaie rate—evM i^fteta lyteg ^bjr alda fa eQaal eondMoai ORta
te atiaMd mpt, Thtgr kavatteir dMctaneae trfeeaMtatlea and aivetlte as wen uin other
rHVM& AiHaa weaken or dia Afaai hereditary ceases, eome happen accidents, i^lla others
are par^ atarrad or naoChMed. The death-rate b usually low for the first year, bat iaereasee
lapi^wltt Oa aeeoad aad third years. There Is an advanUge In nidng than aa fast aa Omg


