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Ilarrach }.roke in at lliis wiU; ih, ,athcr irrelevant
remark that he would rather see Miss Cavell shot than
have liann come to the humblest German soldier and
Ins only regret was that they had not "three or four
old hnghsh women to shoot."

Tlie Spanish Minister and I tried to prevail upon
Lancken to call Great Ileadciuarters at Charleville on
tJic telephone and have Uic case laid before the Em-
poror for his decision. Lancken stiffened perceptibly
at

1 us suggestion and refused, frankly, saying that he
could not d.) anything of the sort. Turning to Villa-
lobar, he said '"I can't do that sort of thing. I am
not a iru>nd of my Sovereigm as you are of yours," to
Avh.ch a rejomder was made that in order to be a good
inend, one nnist be loyal and ready to incur displeasure
in case (,f need. However, our arguments along this
Imo came to nothing, but Lancken finallv came to thepomt of saying that the Military Governor of Brussels
Avas the supreme authority (Ck'mUshcrr) in matters of
tins sort and that even the Governor-General had nopower to mtervene. After further argument he agreed
to get (.eneral von SauberscJiweig, the Mihtary Gov-
ernor out of bed to learn whether he had already rati-
fuHl he sentence and wliether there was any chance
tor clemency.

Lancke.: ^^ as gone about half an hour, during which
nne the llnvr of us laboured with Ilarrach and Falken-

I'ausen without, I am sorry to say, the slightest suc-
cess \M,ni Liincken returned he reported that the
Mihtary r.nvernor said that lie had acted in Miis case
onb^afl.T mature deliberation; that the circiu, .stances
<>1 -Miss Cavell s olFen.^e were of such character that he


