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as well as to Canada. Every week we receive letters
which we arc ashamed to put in the Question Box De-
partment. T'ley furnish ample evidence of the nrj:,rcnt
need which exists for a wider distrihiition cf Catholic
literature and particularly of newspapers and periodi-
cals. Another gentleman informed us not long ago
that he did not have time to read Catholic papers.'^ TTis
wife and children read them, but he was t(^o busy.
Later he asked us what was meant by the Assumption.
lie asked the (juestion in a careless sort of way, as if
tiie subject bored him. Tie was a man of more than
ordinary intelligence, but he did not "eali/e that his
Ignorance^ of fundamental Catholic .. uths was truly
I'itiable. These are only a few of the manv instances
of the gross ignorance of common Catholic teaching
and practice to be found in the homes from whicii the
religious press is excluded. Manv people labor under
the impression that when thev have gone to church
and heard the sermon on Sundav. thev have done their
duty and have had an opportun'itv to learn all that is

necessary about the Cliurch and her doctrines. They
do rot realize that one weeklv issue of a newspaper
contains as much matter bearing on Catholic faith ann
practice as twenty sermons or instructions. It will take
a priest five years to deliver a course of sermons cover-
ing the whole field of dogmatic and moral Theolog^^
The Catholic pajx-r .sui)j)lements the work of the priest
and tenches upon many .subjects which are barred
from the pulpit.
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