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HELENA

views on the Austrian Treaty, and on the prospects

of the Government. He lent himself to h" "P"«-

so long as they were walking one behmd the other

trough a crowded oak-wood and along a narrow

path where she could throw her quest.ons back over

her shoulder, herself well out of reach. But pre

ently they came out on a glorious stretch of fe 1,

clothed with :oung green fern, and runnmg up mto

a purple crag fringed with junipers. Then he sprang

to her side, and Helena knew that the hour had come

and the man. There was a flat rock on the slope

below the crag, under a group of jun.pers, and

Helena presently found herself s.tt.ng there, per-

emptorily guided by her companion, and f« '"« *^-

zily that she was beginning to lose control of the

situation, as Geoffrey sank down mto the fern be-

side her.
t ..u " Jt

" At last I
" he said, drawing a long breath— At

last!" , ,.

He lay looking up at her, his long face working

with emotion-the face of an intellectual, with that

deep scar on the temple, where a fragment of shrap-

nel had struck him on the first day of the Somme

advance. , •...1.4.
- Unkind Helena ! " he said, m a low voice that

shook—"unkind Helena!"

Her liDS framed a retort. Then suddenly the


