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WINNIVPEG, DECEMBER 15, 1890.

THE EXHIBITION BY-LAW,

To morrow tho municipal voters of the city
of Winnipeg will have an opportunity of voting
for or against & by-law to authorize the ex-
penditure of $20,000 for the purpose of erecting
and maintaining perimanent buildings, and
sccuring pormanent grounds for a provincial
oxhibition, to bo held annually cach fall ; and
as the by.aw is one which was lost at an
clection held for the purpose last spring, simply
for want of interest in the matter on the part
of the ratopayers, it is tobe hoped that the
samo apathy will not exist this time. A
scrutiny of tho votes after the last clection
showed the singnlar anomaly, that the by law
was lost for want of upposition, for had there
been some three hundred or so of opposition
votes in addition to the few cast, the necessary
number of resident votors wou'd havo been to
the polls, and the supporters of the by-law
would have had tho necessary majority to carry
their point.

‘To.morrow there should be a much larger
vote than turned out at the special election, as
the annuel election of alderman for the different
wards takes place the samo day and at the
samo polling places. Unforiunately for the
by-law, if not for the city's interest otherwise,
there is no contest for the mayoralty, and only
in two wards is there contests for aldermanic
honors, and this is very unfavorable for the
turning out of a large vote. For instance in
the central ward four, which has neatly enough
of resident voters of itself to carry the by-law,
there is no contest of any  description, aund io
) ward two, another wurd with a heavy vote,

there is only & contest for the position of school
: trustee, in which a large proportion of the
‘ voters take littlo or no jntercst. Oaly ia oune
: populous ward, namely ward five, is there an

-, aldermanic contest, and even there the interest

i is by no meaus as keen as in contests of former
" years. Locking at the situation as it stands
¢ for to-morrow, there is therefore great danger

Y t that the exhibition by-law may be wrecked

% agniv through the apathy of the ratopayers,
éwhile there is but little chance of its being
y swamped by any opposition vote. Ia fact
; there is no organized opposition to its passing,
;and if there was, its chances would be pretty

. g near to a certainty of success.
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{ It seems almost unnecessary to impress upon

. < zpeople in Winnipeg tho advaatages of having

. ‘an apoual provincial exhibition in the city.

] . .
+ ¢It is now beyond a mere question of an ex-

: ¢ hibition in Winnipeg, but is onec of haviog a

provmcxa] exhibition or not. The old system
z"fot' the provincial government of holding one at
;8 different point each year proved a dismal
ailure, and the attempt to establish one per-
maneatly at St. Beriface met with no better

”rcsnlt The only hove therefore of baving an

.;“»unnual exhibition in BManitoba lies in the

=5 Winnipeg project, and that can only be a suc.

ess whon it receives tho hearty co-operation
not only of the city couucil, board of trade and

such Yike bodies, but of tho citizens gonorally
from tho wealthiest and most influcatial down
to the poorest ratepayer io the aity.

The city council has done its duty in endorsiug
this by-law and submitting it to tho voters.
The privato citizens who have taken atock 1
the proposed company and those who have
taken the additional step of placing their
names on the guarautee fund have dono their
Jduty by paying their cash and pledging their
credit, so that financial failure is a matter im
possible ia conncction with the undertaking.
The Local Goyernmen? aro prepared to do their
duty by aiding the project with a grant, if the
citizens will furnish the buildings and other
necessaries, and now we have the Domiuion
Government ready to furnish suitable and con-
veniont grounds to the extent of sixty acres, st
the nominal price of $20 au acre, thus relieving
the committee of manasgement of a large esti-
mated outlay. All round those from whom aid
was asked or cxpocted have dono their duty,
and to-morrow if the ratepayers of \Winnipeg
will only do their duty by going to tho polls
and voting for the by law, therc will be a
provincial oxhibition in Winnipeg next fall, on
a scalo of magnitude such as few people in the
proviace expocted to sec for a number of years
to come.

Now it might be wise to give a word to a
class from whom opposition to the bye-law
might be expected. These will be the chronic
parsimonious obstructionist, whe is ready to
kick over the expenditure of every cent of
civic funds. Ho can rvegister his vote, and
eatisfy his narrow conscience, for the number
like himsolf is too small to do any ibjury, or do
anything but swell the number of votes polled
and thus help the bye.law. There is thatclass,
however, who will look at the large outlay by
the city and its citizens, compared with the
very limited grant from the Provincial Govora.
ment, and argue that Winnipeg bears too great
a burden of what is, after all, to be as much
for the benefit of Manitoba at large as for the
city itsolf, This miserable ‘*dog in the
manger " feeling found its origin in the cupidity
of some of our real estate speculators years ago,
and their application of it to almost every pro-
vincial uadertaking, in which the corporation
of Winnipeg was peeded, has done much to-
wards Lkeeping up that feeling of jealousy
towards the city, which is known to 2xist ina
few other places in the province. If Winnipeg
is to be the commercial, finaucial snd political
centre of the province as the citizens naturally
desire it to be, these same citizens must be pre-
pared to shoulder the heavy end of any burden,
which it is necessary to shoulder, to secure pro-
vincial progress ; and when an estimate is made
of o division of advantages as well as burdens,
we cannot sce that the rate payers of Winnipeg
are asked to carry an extra share of the latter,
in connectioa with this exhibition uadertaking,
when they are asked to vote for the bye.law
to-morrow.

SHCRTENING GREDITS.

The movement in the whelesale grocery trade
of Fantern Canada to shorten credits, is of
special significonce. It is indeed time that
some effort was made to correct this evi), which

is roally the chief cause of all tho loss aud the
unsatisfactory coadition of business in Canada,
The bauks have it in their | wer to remedy this
evil to a great extent, but they do nut feel dis-
poscd to take action, Every now and again
there is an agitation in some branch of whole-
eale trade to shorten credits, but it usually
fizzles out before anything is accomplished. It
is to be hoped the grocers may be more suc
rogaful. Lhe grocurs propose to shorten tho
length of credit to three months on general
goods, and to thirty days on sugars, wolasscs,
otc. These dates are ounc nonth shorter in
each class. In the United States aixty duyais
tho limit of credit, while cash and thirty days
is the rale on o large varicty of goods. It is
also much casier to obtain credit in Canada
than in tho republic. 1f business iu this coun-
try were veduced to the samo basis as regards
credit, as it is in the United States, it would
be better for all concerned.

It is apparently a very easy matter to vbtain
credit in Canada, Many examples of a sur-
prising nature have been brought to view in
Western Capada during the last few years.
Men who should have had no credit have
branched out with large stocks of goods, and
the inevitable failure has followed in due timo.
This euso with which credit is obtained by
irresponsible and incompetent persons, com-
bined with the long dates for which credit is
given, will continue to kecp our commerciel
condition shaky, and rotten ot the core. So
long os these conditions remain as they aro,
commercial disasters will be frequent, and bus-
iness will be unsafe.

Even with retailers in fairly good circun-
stances and of average bueiness ability, the
long credit system is a mennce. It is such a
strong incentive to over-buyiog, that fow cau
resist its seducti -~ influence. Under a rational
business system many would succeed, who now
go to smash. With credit ot thirty to sixty
days, buying would be done much more care-
fully. The retailer would purchase in smaller
lots and more frequently. But with these long
credits, he is tempted to purchase heavily,
thicking that all will be well by the time the
goods are to be paid for. Obne trader buys
heavily because he has a lorg time to pay for
the goods, and his competitor in the same line
must buy equally as recklessly in order to
make as big a display as his neighbor.

If credits were shorter there would be less
disposition to get into business. Irresponsible
parties without means would not {ind it so easy
to start in trade. Following this up, there
would be fewer failures, and responsible parties
in business would be more successful. Men
who get into business easily, without capital,
are generally the very worst compatitors which
legitimate merchants can have. They fre-
quently play bavoc with prices, resort to all
sorts of schemces to work up trade, and finally
when they assign, which is only a matterof
time, a large stock of goods i¢ slaughtered, to
the detriment of the trade of the legitimato
storekeoper.

‘The Jong credit system leads to frec and in-
discriminate credit.  If credits were shortened
up to a reasonble date, the tendency would be
to render it more dificult for any but responsi



