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'zbe Commercial
WINNIPEG, DECEU BER 15, 1890.

THE EXHIBITION BY-LA
To morrow tho municipal votera of tho city

of WVlnnipegwiili haro an cpportuuity of voting
for or against a by-law to authurize tho ex.
penditure cf 8'20,000 for the purpose cf orecting
aud uiaintaining permanent buildings, and
sccurlng permanent grounds for a provincial
exhibition, te bc lield annually cach faitl; and
as the by.law ie one which was test at an
etection lield for the purpose luat spring, ainiply
for %vaut ef interest in the matter on the part
of the ratepayera, it la to bc hoed that the
saino apathy wvill u't exiat titis titne. A
acrutiuy of tho votes of ter the tat clection
showed, the eingular anomaly, that tho by law
ivas lest for want of opposition, for hiad there
beu Borne thrce hundred or Be of opposition
votes in addition te the fow tant, the necessury
numnber cf resident votera wou'd have been te
the polse, and the supporters cf the by.law
wonld have had the necessary majority te carry
their point.

're.morrow there ahould be a much larger
vote than turned out at the special election, as
the annuel election of alderman for the different
ivarda takesn place the saune day aud at the
samne polling places. Unfor.tinately for the
by.law, if net for thc city's interest otherivise,
there la ne contest for the inayoralty, and orily
in two ivarda la thoe contes for alderinanie
honora, aud this is very unfavorablo for the
turning eut cf a large vote. For instance in
the central ward four, îvhich has nearly enough
oi rcBsideint votera cf itself te carry the by.law,
there is ne coutest cf any description, and in
ivard two, another wardl with a heavy vote,
there is only a contest for the position cf acho
truBtee, in which a large proportion cf the
votera take little or n interest. Ouly in oe
populous vard, namnely ward ie, is there an
aldcrmanic conteat, aud even there the interest
is by ne means as kecn as in contesta cf fermer
years. Locùking at the situation as it stands
fu.r to-morrow, there in thereforo great dan.ger

'.i that tho exhibition by.Iaw may bo wrecked
a gain through tho apathy cf the ratepayers,
white there is but littie chance cf its being
aiwam ped by any opposition voe. In f>act
tîtere ln ne organized opposition te ita pu.ssing,
and if there was, its chances voul be pietty
niear te a certainty cf succeas.

ÇIt sfeema almost uuneccasary te impress upon
~)~people in Winnipeg cha advatages of having

an annual provincial exhibition in the city.
tIt in new boyonci a more question cf an ex-
ihibition in Winnipeg, but is ene cf having a
iprovincial exhibition or tnt. The old system

'etof the provincial goverumeut cf holding eite at
adifféet point each year provcd a diamal

fa trand tha attempt te establish oe paer-
tuýanuntIy at St. Boniface met with ne better
rentt The only bene therefore cf baving an

"ý-aunual exhibition in Nlauitobi lies in the
; IWinnipeg prejeot, aud that ean enly be a tue.
ceas when il receives thc hcarty co.operation
ne11t only of the city coucil, board of trado and

sucli Mi bodies. but cf the citizens generallY
freint the ive3lthiest aud Moit !ulluontial dOwn
te tha pooreat ratepayer iu the c'1ty.

The city councit.hs (lue it3 duty iu endorsiug
titis by-law and stibmltring it te the votera.
The privato citizeus iîio hae takc-n stock tu
the proposcd conp.iny ani thoie %vit have
taken thp atlditional step cf placing thýAr
naimes ou the gitaraittee faund have (tou thnir
*luty by paying their cash sud pledgiîig thoir
credit, se tlîat finauds!l failure is a niattor un
possible in c-itinectien with the undertakiug.
The Local (joyernineu. are prrparcd te (le tlîeir
duty by aiding the projeet Nvith a grant, il the
citizens ivili furnish, the buitlings snd other
necessarles, sud uow ive have the Dominion
Goveruînent ready te furnieh suitable sud con.
veulent grounds te the extent cf aixty acres, :tt
the nominal price of $20 au acre, thus relieving
the committec of 111nageluznt, e! a large esti-
mated outlay. Ait round those fcoin ivhom aid
was asked or expected have douc their duty,
aud te. merrewç if the ratopayers cf WVinnipeg
will only do their duty by goiug te tîte polIs
sud votiug fer the by law, there will bc a
provincial exhibition lu Winnipeg next fait, ou
a acide cf magnitude sncb as fewv people lu the
province expectcd te sec for a number cf years
te coule.

Nov it mighit be wise te give a word te a
class from whosti opposition te the bye.law
uîight 1)e expectett. These wvill bo tho chroulo
parsimenicus obstructionist, v ho la rcady te
kick over the expeuditure cf every cent or
ci-ie funds. He can register bis vote, and
Patiafy bis nsrrow conscience, for the nuîber
like himacîf is teesmall te do any injury, or do
anything but swcll tne num'oar of votes polled
aud thus help tie byt-laîv. There la that class,
bowever, who will look at tlo large outlay by
the city and its citizons, coîîîpared with the
very litnited grant frem tho Provincial Goveru.
meut, sud argue that Winunipeg bears tue great
a burden of what is, after ail, te ba as much
for the beuefit cf Manitoba at large as fer the
city itsnlf. Tbis utiserable "«dog in the
manger" feeling fouud its enigin in the cupidity
cf Borne cf aur roui estate apeculators years age,
sud their application cf it te almost every pro.
iiai undertahiug, lu wvblch the corporation

cf Winnipeg was needcd, lias doue nincl to.
warda keepiug up that feeling cf jealousy
towarda the city, ivbich la kuown te axiat in a
few other place lu the province. If Winnipeg
la te bo the commercial, finauicial sud political
cecntre cf the province as the citizens naturally
desgire it te ho, these same citizeus. mut bie pro-
parcd te shoulder the beavy end cf auy burden,
wiîich it is neeessary tu sitoulder, te securo pro.
inoisi pregre8s; sud vhien an estimate is made

cf a division cf advantages as well as burdens,
wc caunot sce that tha rate payera cf Winnipeg
are asked te carry au extra shartocf the latter,
lu t.onnectioa witit this exhibition uudcrtaking,
wlicn they are asked te voe for thc byc.law
to-morrow.

SRCRDT;ENrNJ OREflITS.
The movement iu the wh'lesale grocery trado

cf Ea'tern Canada te shorten credits, la of
speciai siguificance. It la indeed time that
some effort wus made te correct this cvii, which

la really tho chief cause cf ail the loue aud the
uunsatisfactory coûditioneof business lu Canadta.
Tite batiks liaveo h in their .wer te rrnedy titis
cvii te s great extent, but they dIo not teed dis.
posrdl te take action. Every iiow nudt againi
thec in an agitation mn Borne brauch cf whole-
@ale trade te uborten credits, but ht utsuaily
izzbes out before auythiug la accornplished. It

la te bu ieped the grocera nîsy bc tuero suc
"safut. rhe groccre propose te shorten the
length cf oredit te thrc mnenthe ou general
gonds, sud te tliirty days on augara, inocasses,

e. These dat!s are eue îuouth aliovter lu
.ach clas. Iu the Unitcd States sixty dm.ys ie
the limit cf crctlit, whuite cash sud thirty days
is the rate on a large vsriuty cf gouda. It ia
aIse iiucih casier te obtalu credit in Canada
thtan in the repuiblie. Il business in titis cent-
try %vert rcdncccd te the samne lisis as regards
credit, as it is lut the United -States, it would
be botter for ail coiîcerned.

1 la inpparently a very easy moatter te ubtaîn
credit iu Canada. Many examplcs cf a sur-
prisiug nature have heen. brouglit te, vlew iii
WVestern Canada durng the test fcw yoars.
Men %ite should bave badl ne credit have
branched eut with largo stocks cf gcode, aud
tha inevitable failuire has followcd in due titno.
Trhis case îvith whlich credit is obt.aiued by
irrespousible sud incotupetent persons, cern-
bincd with the leng dates for whiclî credit la
gi-en, will continue te kecp our commercial
condition shaky, aud rotten at the core. Se
long as these conditions remain as tbey arc,
comîmercial disastera ivill ho frequent, sud bus.
ineSa wvill be unsafe.

Even witb retailers lu fainly good cireuin.
stances sud cf average business ability, the
long eredit ayatem la a menace. It la nuch a
streug inentive te over-buying, that few cau
realtat scsducti iniluence. Under arational
business systein mauy îvould succecd, wlîe uow
go te smash. With credit at thîirty te sixty
days, buying would ho doue usuch more cane-
fully. The retailer would punehase lu smaller
lots aud mort frequeutly. But %vith theso long
crcdits, ho is tcmpted te pîmnehase heavily,
thinking that aIl will be iveli by the time the
gooda are te bo paid fer. Out trader huys
heavily hecause lia bas a lom'g titre te pay for
the gonds, aud bis ctnipetitor lu the saine lino
muumt huy cqually as nc':klcssly ie order te
make as big a display as bis neiglibor.

If credits were ahorter thera wouhd be les
disposition to get into business. Irresponsiblu
parties wit bout meaus would net fiud ht se easy
te 8tant lu trade. Following titis up, there
îvouid ba fowen failares, sud reapousible parties
lu husincss would bie more suecesstnl. Men
wbo get jute business easily, witbout capital,
are geuenaiby the very worst competitona whicb
legitimate merchants can bave. Tbey fre-
'juently pîay bai-oc svith pnicca, nesott te ail
sorts cf scheros te work up trade, sud finally
i-heu they assigu, which la only a matter of
tisnie, a large stock cf gooda ,r slaughtered, te
the datrimeut cf the tradle ef the legitimate
aterekeoper.

The long credit system, leads te froc sud lu-
ditcniminato credit. If credits were shorteued
up te a neasoublo date, tbo teudeucy ivould, bc
t 0 rendor it morc di Iicu It for auy but respoii


