Wheat Stocks Decreasing.

| creases in American and Cana-

wheat supplies continue to ex-
ceo | those for corresponding periods
In o receding years, says Bradstreet'
an . the statistical position of that
er al unguestionably strength-
et + during \ie month just closed as
4 sult of the very la'ge drop In the
aiunt in sight at leading points of
o smulation.  The wmount held in
W country and C
wiel of the Rockid:

g5 with preceding
o

J.

r

M

A

M

J

J

A

¢

N

Dec 120 000,000 96,

11 total stock on June 1, it will be
s was 40,815,000 bushels, a de-
crovse of 17,480,000 bushels ' during
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%) bushels decrease in 1900,  The
sitiition on June 1 this year com-

pares with earller years as follows:
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The total stock, it will be seen,*is
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000,000 bushels less than in
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lows
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An Old Company Incorporated.
On May 1st, 1002, the B. W. Gillett

Co. 1td., succeeded the old established

Canndian business of E. W, Gillett,

Chicago. The new company has & cap-

Ital of X fully subscribed and

pall, and the shareholders are prin-

clpiily wholesale and retall grocers in
busness in Canada. The direct and
peronal interest of the shareholders

In this successful concern has been

shown In & marked degree. e

¢reise of sales during the short time:

the company has been organized has
caused the company to secure addi-

THE COMMERCIAL,.

Uonal premises fully as large as they
are now occupying, which will greatly
Increase their capacity for the produc-
tion of their various lines of goods.

The company s doing a large busi-
ness in Manitoba and the Northwest
to the coast, but with the Increased
facilities they will no doubt be able o
largely Increase their western trade.

The officers of the comrany are, I3
W. Glllett, president; Wm. . ‘oble, ger
eral manager and treasurer, Geo. Hep
burn secretary. The whole staft but
the president are Canadlans and Brit-
ish subjects, and the company is in

an all Canadlan company. The
B. W. Gillett Co. are firm believers in
printers’ ink. This policy has made
thelr goods easy to sell and has built
very prosperous and profitabl.

Irrigation in the West.

A short time ago the Lethbridg:
News Lid the following on the irriga-
tlon vorks in that part of Alberta:

That the advent of a large irriga-
tlon enterprise in this district would
in time lead to development on an ex-
tended scale, with consequent benefi.
clal results to the town In ine
trade and stability, was very gener-

1ly assented to by the majority of
our citizens, but few would have car-
ed to predict that such a revolution in
the condition of the district as has
been quletly in progress during t
past two years, would have resulted
therefrom In such a t space of
time.  Where but two yea r B0
ago, a few bunches of cattle roamed
over the large extent of land between
the town and the international bound-
ary on the south, and the Mormon
settlement at Cardston on the south-
west—with scarcely a habitation in
the  whole intervening district re
now to be found two thriving towns,
another in embryo, great stretches of
prairie fenced in and stocked with
vattle; smaller enclosures whose up-
turned sod shows like a black blanket
against the light brown hue of the
dried prairie grasses; or mayhap sus-
taining a bounteous crop of grain or
prodigious crop of roots and veget-
ables, such as will compare with any
rich, rgin soll of the west. Lands
hitherto practically valueless in con-
sequence of the absence of the all
necessary water, both for man and
beast, are now by the agency of man
transformed into lands of greater in-
trinsic value than similar lands well
supplied with natural water-fronts,
for where, as In the latter case, the
Water is below the level of the land,
and is running unfettered on its way
to the point of discharge into lake or
oceal he former is above the level of
the lang through which it flows, and
is regulated and governed by man for
supplylng his crops or flooding his hay
meadows In a season of drought,
thereby ensuring a profitable return
for his season's labor,
from hi

Did any doubt exist in the minds of
anyo'ie as the probable outcome of
farming operations on the lands
Watered by this system of canals, a
few minutes’ conversation with any of
the practical irrigationists located in
the district would rapidly dissipate
such doubt, and convince the most
sceptical of the advantages to be reap-
ed from this system of farming. Al-
though the past season was an excep-
tlonally wet one for Alberta, there
Was. nevertheless, a difference in fa.
vor of irrigated crops of about ten
bushels to the acre of in, water be-
ing applied once during a short dry
pell. It is, however, in connection

owth of forage crops and
the feeding of cattle, that the irrigat-
ed lands appear to offer the greate:
inducements, it being confidently pre.
dicted that two heavy crops of alfalfa
Wil be taken off the Irrigated lands
during one growing season, while all
kinds of forage and coarse grains give
heavy returns. It will thus be pos-
sible to raise great quantities of feed
on the Irrigated lands, for feeding
stock during the winter month
the animals would be fit for market
at the season of the year when they
would bring the highest prices. There
is but little doubt also that this will
be the *

and

present
supply of moisture for the growing

Crops, together with the comparative
mildness of the winter season, the
freedom from summer frosts, and the
length and  warmth of the summ
season.  Another industry which will
afford profitable returns 1o the culti-
vators is the raising of sugar beets
for the large factory to be bullt at the
new town of Raymond, while the min-
Ing towns of British Columbia offer a
ready market for all kinds of produce.

On the route to the nal, which
undl late in  the
there are already two
Stirling and Magrath
tions of GO0 and 800 re-
spectively, and the land arc nd these
scitlements is rapldly being brought
under cultivation. At each of these
towns there arc already established, a
hotel, livery  stable, large  general
Stores, churches and school, post of-
fice, lumbe: blacksmith, butcher,

5. The buildings

ame and the farms well fenced.
number of acres cropped last
Agrath was in the neighbor-
XN, and the harvest is sald
to haev totalied bushels, or
average of 35 bushels for all grains.
At Stirling the acreage was in  the
nelghborhood of 1,200, and the aver-
ige about the same.

Situate between
grath is th

h

=

Stirling and Ma-
embryo town of Ray-
mond, of which Mr. Jesse Knight fs
the active promoter. The population
in the vicinity is placed at and
the town already = boasts of a large
8Store, hotel, livery stable, church, lum-
ber yard, a piped water service, and a
school will be @
1l be loc:

a milllon dollars,
land will  be d

rly half
and 4000 acres of
voted to the growth of sugar beets.

costing

A large influx of settlers from
cast and south Is anticipated, and un-
wonted activity will doubtless prevail
in this district.

Mr. Austin, a sugar expert from
Utah, whe has been consulted regard-
ing the proposed factory, gives the
following particulars

The dally consumption of beets for
each 24 hours, 400 tons; or 40,000 tons
for 100 days. ‘This is considered an
average campaign for a sugar fac-
tory to work up in one season. It will
require from 50 to 60 tons of coal per
day; 20 of lime rock; two tons of

ke 125 men to operate the factory.
stimated output of  sugar 80,000
bugs, which will require about 40 ton
of bags to hold same. To raise th
beets will require about 100 people
continually to cultivate and take care
of the beet crop,

The tactory will enter into an agree-
ment to pay the farmers according to
the quality of their beets, as follows.

Saccharine Purity Price _per ton
14 per cent 80 4.

13 per cen, 80 4.50

12 per cent 80

4.

Twelve per cent. of sugar is consid-
ered a very low quality of beet, and
there Is not the least doubt that the
beets raised here, judging from an-
alysis of roots grown, will be consid.
erably in excess of (his percentage,
When one remembers that from 15 to
25 tons of roots can be raised to the
nature of the

n
acre, the profitable
undertaking becomes at once appar-
ent.

In addition to this large enterprise,
Mr. Knight

Is also the owner of the
in this district, and his
nents are already sald to have
reached the £400.000 mark.

The district In which this rapid de-
velopment is taking ‘place is connect-
ed with Lethbridge by the St. Mary's
River rallway, the terminus of which
I8 at present at  Spring Coulee, but
there is a probability of It being ex-
tended this year to Cardston. At
Spring Coulee there are a few fami-
lles, a hotel and boarding house, and
In the vicinity is the large ranch of
Mr. W. H. McIntyre, who has prob-
ably invested $380,000 In this neigh-
borhood.

The towns noted are on the Stirling
branch of the canal. On the Leth-
bridge branch, there is quite a settle-
ment within three or four miles of the
town, and the results of the first sea-
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the district has been increased to the
extent of $1,000,000, and the popula-
tion Increased by nearly 1,500 souls,
Considering the small extent of coun-
try affected, one Is led to the conclu-
sion that no similar extent of country
In the Northwest can show such re-
markable giowth and development
Within the same period as here record-
ed. This Is growing time, and with a
continuation of the progress that has
marked the past two years, Leth-
bridge, with its progressive surround-
ings, with its cheap coal and excel-
lent rallway facilities, is destined to
become one of the most promine
centres in these vast

tories.

Canada For Canadians.

Dr. Montague's statement that it the
$40,000,000  worth  of manufactured
Boods Imported by the Cunadians last
year from the United States, which
might as well have been made in
Canuda, had by manufactured at
home, enough people would huve been
vmployed to consume $11,000,000 worth
of farm products, is very striking, It
¢ lmportance of In-

to realize that we are losing so muct
yearly as Dr. Montague has stated, we
must recognize In |t very serlous
condition of affairs, and must there.
fore be ready to hear the remedy that
he presents. First, he says, “Inspire
r Canadian peopie with u desire ty

e and use Canadian manufac.

Next he recommends that we
defend our markets -close
mporta-

fully
un our defences and stop the
tlon of manufactures that we can make

“t home.” Then “a vigorous and de-
upon equitable terms of the markets
of the motherland;” also for as great
L On as we can command of the
trade of our sister colonies and of the
other buying nations of the world. Dr.
Montague points out that the agricul-
turists of Canada are greatly interest-
ed In such lines of policy, for the ad-
vantage goes to the Canadian farm-
ers If they can feed workmen engg x-
«d in producing $40,000,000 worth more
Of goods than are now
nually in this ountry.  “If, however,
instead of manufacturing these, under
the term of a preferential arrangement,
we purchase them from England fn-
stead of J

Of return cargoes on the ships which
carry their farming products to the
markets of Great Britain.” These are
Dr. Montague's ideas and his remedy
for a serlous condition may be sufely
commended to the consideration of
the Canadian people.—From The Cana .
dian Trade Review, March 14, 1909

Oil Companies Wiped Out,

Texas,

mont fields, will be of especial Interest
to the many who have doubtless been
allured by the specious
that have

from one cent each to ten cents.

he aggregate capital stock of these
companies, which have become de-
funct through the secretary's
was 000,000, and 1t
that they have realized f, e
0f worthless shares not less than §10,-
000,000,

Besides the 242 home corporations,
27 that were organized under the laws

ame due on Miy 1. They

Wwere organized only to s:ll stock, It

Is understood that not une of them

:!;l drilled for ofl or done more toward
o

son's operations were ly sat
factory, grain crops averaging about
35 bushels to the acre. A considerable
Aamount of breaking has
the farms fenced and several fine re-
sldences erected A proposition for
the formation of a school district s
now being considered, and the coming
season will doubtless see a consider-
able addition to the settlement.

As a_direct result of the operations
of the Irrigation Co., it may safely be
affirmed that the material wealth of

the vielnity of territory on which bona
are carrled on.
The moral is that even the worst of

—_——

Country hides declined Yac at Chi-
€ago last week. This makes the price
thero for No. 1 buffa 8le per pound.




