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mnan iu his profession. Greenleaf', p. 148, and
see also Iladleb' v. Clarke, 8 T. R. 266, and
Russeit v. -Russell, 1 Moul. 526.

"lThe cases reported in the 2nd vol. of Vero
are very inaceilcate. They were puhlishaed after
tise death of NIr. Vernon, wçhich coay perbaps bie
the reason. " Per Turner, L. J., in 3iforn2ssgtoïb
v. Keec, 4 Jur. iN. S. 982, n.

"The cases in Vernon are not considered to

be very acenrate." Per Lord Cottenharn in
1!rzteleck v. riebey, 11 Jur. 9.99.

VESEY (JUJNIOR) REPORTS. Il When lie re-

ported Lord Thurlon 'a Cases, Mr. Vesey w as a

very younig mlan, afterwards hie becam e an excel-

lent reporter" ('clhoaee v. Thornjnoa, 2 Mail.
287.

WILLES' !REP'OTS. Il Thone were not pub-

lislied for more thani haif a centnry after the
de*cisiorn luOnziehund v. Barker, 1 Wil. 84.
The mamu,3ript was furnished by the Chief

Justice's ,randsoni." Greenleaf's Ovur-ruiled

Cases, p. 531.

A defenclant wass indicted for keepig
a bouse of iii faine. lis defence n'as
that hie kept nlo 1100e at ail, but only a
biout, and therefore did not corne witlsin
the purview of the statute, which made
no mention of sncob structures. H1e had
a flat-boat very comfortably fltted np for
the purpose to which lie designed to put
it, and in -vhicli, carrying his cargo of
frail gooda and damnaged virtue, lie was
wvont to navigate up nnd down the waters
of the Mississippi, bringing, lus wares to
any market where at the moment there
seemned to bie the liveliest demand, nnd
rejoîcing in the belief that hie lad fairly
floated ont of the reach of the criminal
statutes. iBut the Supreme Court were
unable to appreciate tise subtie distinction
which had seemed 8o patent even to the
unskilled vision of this laymass. 'lhey
risked their repu tations upon the decision
that a boat was a house, vouched in poor
Mr. Webster with lis big dictionary to
sustain their views, and punished the de-
fendant sumamarily.-Am. Lau' Rcview.

As an illustration of what common law
pleading is capable, we may mention that
a cause is now pending in whidh no les
than eighty-one pleas have been put upon
the record.-Law Times.

SELECTIONS.

F088 ANI) RIS8 IlBIOCIlAPilIA
IJLRI1DICA."

XVe nd oniy refer to former numbera
of this -Magazine for a just appreciation
oFtiselate Mr. Foss's biograpbical sketches
of thc Jndges of Erigland.' ln 1848
Mr. IFoss commenced bis labours, nnd in
1857 he had comnpleted six volumes of
bis work, wvhich, in 1865 he brought to
a conc uision in three more volumes.,
These volumes coutaiued somjething more
than memoirs . thcy traced chronologi-
cnlly the différent incidents and changes
in the courts cf etîiertisat occur-
red froma tbe rcign cf Wlimthe Con-
queror f0 that of lier presesut Majcsty,
and gave an accousut under eadch reign of
fthe judicial pesnae ho then adnsin-
istcrod tihe lsuw. 'The i',scfnlrucss and

1imsportanîceofthe, work niay be sunimed

volumes,
' To bave successfilly stpplicd a cbasmi

in flie leg-al literature of England is no
unenviable success. To have executed
the task with such a depth and s arîety
of research, -with sucb -vigilance, acute-
ness, ]udgrocnt, andssi li, as to set all
future competition at defiance, and ror-
duce at once a perfect -%ork in its kind,
is assure(lly high praise. This higli
praise, however, and nothing less than
this, is fairly due to Mr. Foss. Hutherto
Dugdale's Origrine(s Juiciales and Chiron-
ica Series bas býýen the only .guide for
fthe inquirer into flic, per-sonai bistory of
tlie iBeneli. But cvcry one svho lias had
occasion to consuit that work must be
aware of its manifold imperfections; its
fanits of commission and omission ;ifs
inaccuracies, mis tmetbluid ers, and
general untrustworthiness. In the work
before ns, an almost perfect accuracy and
fuiness bas beess ncbieved by an almost
unequallcd labour uf re-earch. Tlie Year-
books and subsequen t Reports, flie State
Trials, the ]"atout, Rolls, the Close iROUS,
tlie IBaga de Secretis, the Pela Records,
th-, stores of fthe State-Paper Office, the
Lansdowne MSS., the Harleian MSS.,,
and other MSS. in fthe Britishi Museum,
MSS. in the College of Arms, flie Eger-
ton MSS., the Petre Papers, the Paston

j "Law Magazine," Lste S ýries, INumbers
1,37 and 60.
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