
INFANT ORIMINAI£.

,,Minatien that lic had malice, revenge, craft and cunning he-e

bid judgment te be hanged and was executed aceordingly:"
Dean's case, cited in 1 Hale 25 note (u). An infant of the age
-of naine yeara having kiIbAd an infant of the like age, confessed
the. felony and upon examination it 'vas found that lie bld the
bleod and the body. The judges held that lie ought te be hanged,
btit they respited the. execution, however, that lie iniglt have a
pardon: 1 Hale 27. Another infant of the age of ten years
who had killed his companion and iîad hid hiniseif was, h..wever,
actually hanged, upon the ground that it appeared by hi. hid-
ing that lie could discern between good and evil, and malitia
supplet oetatemn -i Hale 26, and a girl of thirteen years of age
was burnt for killing lier mistress. A lice de 'Waldboro&gh's case,
1 Hale 26.

Wlienever a child between seven and fourteen is charged with
lamInitting a felony the proper course is to leave the case te the
jury te say whether at the time of cemrnitting the offence, sucli
ehild had giiilty knowledge that he was doing wrollg: R. v.
O-wes:, 4 C. & P. 236, per LittledaJ.,, J.; R. v. SÇmith, 1 Ccx 260,
per Erle, J. See aise the case of 'Q''illiam York, a boy of ten
ypirs, who wau convicted at Bury Ltiiiner Assizes, 1784, and
reeeived sentence cf death. This case is given at length in
Foster's Crown Law, p. 70

It le higli tirne that sou 4ffert were made by those in auther-
ity te cope witli the rapi 4 increase cf crime by chidren. The
wny that beys and girls are allowed te roani the streets eil our
cities. notabiy the City cf Toronto, at ail heurs of the. niglit,
eannot but be productive cf evil and au education in crime. If
niayors ai:d aldermon were te devote more time te suieh matters.
and leâs te those which the founders of our municipal systeim
neyer intended should cerne within its purviewv; and if Scheol
Boards and School Inspecters gave more attention te moerai
training and the. true education oý cblîdren, rather than to the
erýaniiiing cf thern with a amatteîring of utterly uselujs ktiow-

hdeit wculd be xnueh b'otter for the. Publie welfare.


