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WILLIAM DARLING & COs,
I55oRLTERs 0P

Metals, Hardware, Glass, Mirror Plates,
uair Seating, Carriage

Makern) Triiings and Curled Alair.
Agents for Meurs. Chas. Ebbinghaus & Sons, Mainu-

facturers of Window Cornices.
No. 30 St. Sulpice, & No. 379 St, Paul Streets

MONTR EAL.

A. & T. J DARLING & CO.
BAR IRON, TIN, &c.,

AND SHELF HARDWARE.
1&-OUTL ERY A SPECIALTY.

F9ONT ST., Est.1 TOR ONTO.

D. MeCall & Co.
OUR TRAVELLERS

Are now on the road showing Spring sampiles
as 'ol ows:

D. McC'A LL,
A. F. McTA'V'SU ,

Rl. BIANNEllM A N,
T. I. DORITTY .
J. R. GAIR,

G. I. RaiEy.

Ottawa District.
G. T. R. West.
(Janîadla Soltihcrnî.

N'or,'llu enl T. G. & Il, and
Nlîîssmig R.R.

D. McCALL & CO.
MILLINERY IMPORTERS,

-WHOLESALE,

51 Yonge Street, Toronto.

FINANCE AND INSU1RANCE REVIEw.

MONTREAL1 JANUAIRY 28, 1881.

THE QUESTION OF TUE DAY.

Before our present number is in the
bands of our readers the division on Mr.
131ake's anendment to the Goverinient
resolutions on the Pacific Railway con-
tract will have taken place, and, so far as
can be judged froin the debate, it will be
kt strictly party oae. It Cannot, how'ever,
bo denied that, aiong lwhat ie inay terni
the rank and file of those by whose votes
the preseîit Administration obtained
pover, tle contract lias been deemîed ob-
jectionuble by many even n the. large
cities vliere party lines are generally
clrawn closest. WVe learn t.liat a petition
against the contract lies foi signature at.
the Corn Exchange' headed by the lte
respected President, Mi. Esdaile, the ap-
parent object being to test the state df

public opinion among the mercantile
classes in Montreal. Outside of the
party ranks, there is little, if any, evi-
dence of change of opinion among those
who at the last election supported those
iho recognize Mr. Blake as their leader,
whereas the defections froin the Conser-
vative camp have been numerous. We are
forcibly reminded by liat is daily passing
before our eyes of the truth of Lerd Ma-
caulay's description of political parties.
Referring te the old 'ory and Whig par-
ties of' England, he says: "l It is alse te
" be noted that these two parties have

i never been the whole nation, nay, that
"they have never, taken together, made

up a .majority of the whole nation. Be-
" tween them lias alvays been a great
" mass, vhich lias not steadfastly adhered
'te either, vhich lias sometimes remained

" inertly neutral, and lias sometimesoscil-
"lated te and fro. That mass bas more
" than once passed, in a few years, from
"one extreme te the other, and back
" again. Sometimes it has changed sides,
" inerely because it was tired of support-
'ing the saine men, sometimes because it
"was disniayed by its own excesses, seme-

fimes because it lad expected impossi-
bilities, and had been disappointed. But
wlenever it has leaned with its ilhole
iveight in either direction, resistance

Slias, foi' the tiîne, been impossible."
It must bc sufliciently obvious thaï; a

Governmient, which is compelled to act, is
more exposed te lose supporters than an
opposition wliichî, as a rule, confines itself
as nihcli as possible te criticism on the
policy of its oppoieintF. Wre confess liat,
wlen ie consider the magnitude of the
scheie for the construction of the Pacifie
lailway whliich lias been submitted for the
ratification oft Parliament, and the plausi-
ble counter-proposition of the new Syn.
dicate, w'e are inclined to marvel at the
loyalty of the Parliamentary supporteis
of the Governiient, and at 'the compaï'a-
tively small numuber of the deserters
amonig the outside supporters of the
party. The most important of the recent
speeches appear tolave been those of the
Hon. Wm. McDougall and Mr. Thomas
Whlîite. There seens to have been sone
uriceitainty as te the course whici Mi.
McDougall would take, for lie liad nof
concealed liis opinion that some of the
details of the conti'act were objectionable.
It would have been strange indeed if the
Coveiniiienf hiad been able to negotifte
with a body of capitalists for the con-
struction o this great vorkj and to obtain
theiî consent to such conditions as it
suited the Governmerit t impose. The
real questions at issue are not the details
Iyhich have 'occupied Mir McDougall's

attention, but whether the Pacifie Rail-
road shall be constructed in Canadian
territory,, from Lake Nipissing to Port
Moody, and by the Government or by a
Company. On these two points there is a
very general concurrence of opinion
among the supporters of the Government,
while the Opposition, on the other hand, is
pledged to the postponenent of the
line on the North'of Lake Superior and in
British Columbia. We think that the
Governuent bas not been fairly treated by
the members of the new Syndicate. The
policy of handing the wbrk over te a
Company wvas well knoiwn to every one,
and it would have been useless te have
advertised for tenders, whereas had an
intimation been given that capitalists
could be folind in Canada who would
undertake the construction of the railroad
provided satisfactory terms were offered,
the responsibility would have been thrown
on the Governonent of refusing to treat
with them. À considerable time was
necessarily occupied in the adjustment
of details, during which total silence was
preserved by the new Syndicate, while
the outside public generally ivere highly
gratified at the prospect of the Govern-
ment being entirely relieved of the work.

It was only after a contract between
the Goveriinient and the Syndicate of
capitalists liad been formally sigried and
sealed, and communicated to Parliament,
that a nuniber of gentlemen came fornard
with a new proposition, apparently more
favorable, but iwhich they must have been
wvell avare it would be impossible for the
Government. te entertain. It is wholly im-
practicable te institute a fair comparison
between the two schemes. The members
of the inew Syndicate are perfectly aiare
that they could not possibly be called on
Io operate the railroad for a period of ten
years. They knov that if Mr. Blake weiec
to obtain pover lie would not build the
portions of the road that would be most
unprofitable, both in construction and
operation. As te details, it is impossible
for 'outsiders te form any idea of th.
course of the negotiations, but there can
scarcely be a doubt that some of the
conditionîs must have been imost uinîpalat-
able te the Goverument, and if they liad
been fairly treated, and.apprized, as they
ouglit to have been, that other capitalists
were prepared te legotiate for the con-
struction of, the vork, théni hands would
have been materially striengthened.
While under all the circumstances of the
case ive sec no ground for condemning
the actiotn of the Government, we are' by
ne means clear that the result nay not
be the loss of soine of the seats noiy held
by their supporters in Ontario.


