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the nature of a private document and therefore not calling for special con-
sideration at their hands.  The Synod would, however, in this connection,
refer to their previous action on the question of separate schools in June,
1856, in which they express strong views adverse to the continuance of such
institution established for sectarian ends. In regard to other aspects of this
question the Synod oppoint a committee to watch over any legislation that
may be proposed, during the next session of the Legislature, in regard to
education, secing that it be ba-ed on scriptural principles. The report
was adopted.

The Rev. William Gregg, A.M. presented the report of the College
Committee. They expressed great pleasure in the coutinued prosperity of
this valuable institution ~ The number of students who matriculated in
Knox’s College during the past year was 35. Besides these. there were
other students, who were studying with a view to the ministry, partly in
that College aud partly in the University Cellege. "The whole number was
about 50. No fewer than 17 students had completed their theological
course during the past year, and they were thus in a position to ask Jicense
at the hands of the various Presbyteries. This was the largest number
that had on any ocecasion completed the curriculum at the close of one ses-
sion in Knox’s College. With respect to entrants upoun the College course,
the committee learned from the report of the Professors that several had
come up from the Presbyteries unfit to enter the classes on account of defi-
ciency in elementary training. They therefore recornmend the Synod to
instruct Presbyteries to give more particular attention to the literary at-
tainments of students making applications to them, and. when necessary,
to send them to institutions where they might be trained under the care of
the Presbyteries until they were prepared to enter the college classes. The
committee had satisfaction in being able to state that there was an improve-
ment in the fund for tl.e current expensesof the cotlege. It would be re-
membered that for three preceding years there was an annual and increas-
ing deficiency of £40 in 1856, £187 in 1857, and of £210 in 1858. The
whole balance against the fund was £438 10s. 8d. Duriog the year now
closed there had been no deficiency. On the contrary, the balance had been
reduced to £392 8s. 7d. It should be added, however that the interest on
the mortgage had been as formerly charged to the account of the buildirg
fund. The improvement in the current expenses fuud had been the result
of increased contributions from the different congregations, the whole of
which was $5,477 this year, agninst $4,749 last year; making an increase
of $723. Besides the contributions thus referred to, the committee had to
report the receipt of a legney of £500 from the late James Gibb, Esq., of
Quebee, whose memory would be long and gratefully cherished in the Syv.od.
The terms of the bequest left it in the power of the Synod to determine
how it should be appropriated. The committee recommended that it be
placed to the credit of the current expenses fund, against which, as already
reported, there was a balance of nearly £400. No contributions were
specially asked for during the past year on behalf of the College Building
Fund.  Contributions, however, had been received amounting to $466 30,
which had enabled 1he treasurer to pay a large proportion of the interest
due on the mortgnge. The whole amount due on the mortgage was £2 678,
which was payable in 1862. There was a balance in favor of the building
fund of $722 14. Upon the consideration of the report of the college com-
mittee, a good deal of discussion took place on a suggestion which was
thrown out last night for the appointment of a tutor to superintend the ele-
mentary training of students entering the coilege. The recommendation of
the report * that the Synod wished Presbyteries to give more particular at-
tention to the literary attainments of students making application to them,
and when necessary to send them to Institutions where they may be trained
under the care of the Presbyteries till they are prepared to enter the col-
lege classes, nnd further to see that in such case pecuniary assistance be
provided by the Prosbyteries, if necessary,” was adopted. The next ques-
tion which camne up was whether the Professor’s eourt have power to deter-
mine the position of students in the curriculum. The majority of the pro-
fegsors were of opinjon that they had the power. The minority thought
the power belonged exclusively to the Presbyteries. Rev. Mr. Kemp
moved that the power of determining the position of studeats in the curri-
eulum rest entirely with the Presbyteries.

Ux~rrep PRESBYTERIAN Crurcm or CaNapa.—Rev. Dr. Taylor
(Toronto) presented the unbunual report of the committee on Theologieal
Education,  The committee expressed their satisfaction with the progress
made by the students at the Hall during the past year. In presenting the
report, the Rev. gentleman remarked that the contributions for the purposes
of the institute, on the first call some years since, had been so liberal that

no further call had since been made on the congregations; and now if acall
were made he felt satisfied the institute wou!d befully relieved. He thought
the Synod should empower the committee to arrange with the students at
the beginning of the session with reference to their course of study for the
year. The First class of students were those who had passed through
University College. The second was composed of the matriculated stu-
dents of University College. The third class was composed of those at-
tending both the Hall and University College.  Some discussion then en-
sued, after which the following resolution was passed—That the committee
on Theological Education have full power to make all necessary arrange-
ments in reference to the study of the students during the session of the
Hall.  The circular of the Chief Superintendent of Edueation* was refer-
red to a committee to report thercon at the next Synod.

—— CaugrcH oF Scornaxp 18 Cavapa.—The report of the trust-es of
Queen’s College was read, and was of a gratifying character. The attend-
ance on the Institution last year was as follows, viz.:—Theology, 11; Arts,
53 ; Medicine, 79. Total, 143. Of these 12 belong to the Lower Provinces,
and in all 45 sre studying with a view to the Ministry.

—— CovereaatioNal UnioN or Caxapa.—The committee appointed

in reference to the circular of Dr. Ryerson, stated that they were not pre-
pared with a report, but recommended that the Union resolve itself into a
committee of the whole to take the subject into consideration. The recom-
mendation was ndopted, and the Union accordingly went into committee,
Rev. F. H. Marling in the chair. A discussion of some length then en-
sued. It was ultimately resolved that the ehairman appoint a committee
to consider the subject brought before the Union in the circular, and pre-
sent a report at the next anoual meeting. 'The committee rose and report-
ed, and the resolution was adopted. The Chairmaun nominated as the com-
mittee—Revs. E. Ebbs, J. Wood, D. McAllum, William Hay, and Chatles
Whitton, Esq.
WesLkYAN MetHopisr CHurenl 1IN CaNapa—The committee to
whomn was referred the circular of the Chief Superintendent of Education
submitted their report, and the following resolution :—¢ That the Couference
earnestly recommend the ministers of this body to avail themselves of the
facilities afforded bv the regulations ¢f the Council of Public Instruction,
and to visit the publ.c sehouls as frequently as possible at the times pre-
seribed for the purpose of evmmunicating religious instruction.”

The Rev. S. 8. Nelles, A.M,, President of Victoria College University,
thus reports the state of the College for last year. ¢ The operations of
the College have been continued during the past year, with the usual vigor
and success. The number of under-graduates in the Facalty of Arts is 59
in the Faculty of Medicine 73 ; the number of occa<ivnil and preparatory
studeots 158 ; making a total of 285. In addition to the President of the
College there have been employed, during the year, three professors and
four tutors ; a staff not larger than that employed ten years since, when the
attendance of students was not more than one half it is now. Many of the
students ave truly pious and the customary religious services have been
maintained among them. The boarding hall for the past Session has Been
under the direction of a lay Steward, whose whole attention has been given
to that department, and thus far, the results of this arrangement are satis-
factory. The financial condition of the College will be learned from the
statements presented by the Treasurer. The General Agent has continued
his labours with unabated diligence, and has co-operated with the Presi-
dent of the College and the Superintend-nt~ of Cireuits in carrying out the
plan adopted by the last Conference, for the payment of the tUollege debt.
Several circumstances have combined to diminish the success of these
efforts, particularly the failure of the harvest, and the unexampled scarcity
of money; yet if it be thought that the true method of sustainiug the Col-
lege has been devised. it will be for the Conference so to modify and im-
prove the plau as to give it greater efficiency. It is proper to mention,
that most valuable assistance has been rendered by the President of the
Conference, who has attended the College meetings, held in the cities and
larger towns, and who has, by his example and able addresses, indicated
the duty of the chureh in relation to these great educational inlerests. It
is earnestly desired, that the talents and official influence of the President
of the Conference, may still, as much as possible, be brought to bear on this
noble enterprise. The Rev. Thomas Thowmpson has been appointed travel-
ling agent for the College, for 1859.

— Tug Rev. J. H. Jomxson, A. M., late principal of the Belleville
Seminary, has been appointed (says the Brockville Recorder,) Head Master
of the Victoria Central School at Brockville. The Recorder adds :—* The



