on cither fide, by obfervations foreign
to the point in iffue. “‘The ground
then upon which Iprofecute the pub-
lither of thefe libels is, that I con-
ceive they have a dire€t and imame-
diate uudenC) to difturb the peace
and tranqui ility of this cous 1y, and
I think it better to give a warning at
the outfet of my f{tatement, that if
the Defendant fliall chink of feizing
the opportunity that the publication
of the prefent trial prefents, to give
a grearer circulation to his libel, this
would be an offence, which I think
a Britith Court of Juftice will never
tolerate.” Our bufinefs on the pre

fent day is not to fatisfy or to dla:lp-—
point curigfiry. We muft fa atisfy the
Law, and ]z_l/hce muft not be dxs:w-
pointed.  Gentlemen of the Jurv,
before I describe to you what this
p"ofecutxon is, I fhall firft tell you
what it is zot. Tt is not a profecution
againft an author for discufling pub-
lic events with freedom—with free-
dom even . approaching to licentious-
nefs, It is not 4 profecution of an
author {peaking lightly, flippantly, or
even impertinently, butitis a profecu-
ton againft an author, whom I con-
ceive -to have manifefted in the
whole fcope and tenor of his publi-
cations one ruling, or rather fole ob-
je€, and that obje& has been to vili-

fy and degrade in the eyes of French-.

men the charalter of their Chief Ma-
giftrate, and even to incite the peo-
ple of that country to aflaflinate and
rourder him.  Gentlemen, if you a-
grec with me, that this is the objeét
of the libels "which are the fubjedt
of the prefent profecution, I muft

ftate to. you, with the fulleft confi-’

dence, that I fhall have the' fupport
of the Learned Judge, that fuch an
object will not be tolerated by the
Britilh Law, and that whether we.
-were at War, or whether - we are
at Peace, fuch publications mauft not
" be endured on Britith .ground.

Gcntlemen, you ‘think wnh me, th"t
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any incitement ot encouragement is
held out to gﬁjymth, 1 am {fure
that there is no ocduiion for me to
wafté words upon that pomt—-—I know"
that Britith feclings recoil with more
horror from the thought than it is
in the power of language to exprefs.-
I fhall, thercfore, rather point ovt
thofe paflages in the libels, which
moft evidently tend to- degrade and
vilify the Chiet Magiftrate vof Teance
in the eyes of the ®French ‘People,
and to ftir up_jealoufies and animo-
fities between the French and Englith
Nations. I do not think myfelf, up-
on the prefent occafion, called upon
to lay down the limit and the line’
which is to Lound the freedom of
the animadverfions thar may fairly
and lawfully bz made on the conduét
of Nations, whofe Government is zt
peace with ours; but I fhall not he~
fitate to fay, that that which wou‘.i
not be confidered as a libel, if pub- L
lithed againft-the Government of this
country, I fhould never profecutc. as’
a libel if pubhﬂxed againt the Go- '
rument of another cou'ltry, but
th(. prefent ‘cafe, Gentlemen of the
Jury, is very far indeed removed from
that nice boundary which diftinguifh-
es the legitimate freedom of discus-.
fion or political fubjeéts, from the do-
main of licentiousnefs, calumny, and
libel : this is a cafe of 2 publxc“tmn.
whofe fole objeét is to bring into con-~ -
terapt and degrade in. the eyes of the
Trench natxon, both their Govern~ -
ment and their Magifirate, and alio
to recommend Rébelliod, Murder,
and Afluflination.  Libels of this na~-
ture have been already feverely pu~
nifhed in.this Court; it 18 now frefh
in the recolle@tion of moft of thofe

~who' are prefent, that Lord: George :
.Gordon'was tried upon information,

for a libel ‘on the Queen of France,

_that “he was-found gu'lh, and,: fof-" -

fered a loncr unpmonment in cox*ﬁ_
in - times
{till later, the"e was” an’ untanm_ of a-




