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In common roads, where lumber is plenty, the plank road is the greatest

improvement that has yet been made ; and we, wlio have spent most of our
days where, in the spring and fall, the roads were nearly impassaljle, and iu

the summer none too good, are impatient when we retieet how much needless

toil and expense we have undergone, and how much we have sutlereil, by
being yihvd over e(n-duroy roads. 1 have no doubt that a plank road from
AUwny to Sackett's Harbor would have saved the government, during the

war of I(S12, ten millions of dollars.

The toll house should extend across the road, so that when the traveller

stops to pay toll, he should be under the shelter of the roof, and it is desira-

bk", that it should be a comfortable dwelling, with cellar and cistern, and
well and giirdeii, und tlieu the phuik road company will be more likely to

obtain i\\v. services of a civil, respectable, and !ionest family, to tend their

gate. 'J'lie gate should '^Hwiiitj"—accidents are apt to occur if the gate is

nnnle to rise. 1 have thus, 1 believe, given an answer, i)erh:ips too tedious

and minute, to your inriuiries.

i remain, with great respect, your obedieni .servant,

CllAllLES E. CLARKE.

AVe have deemed it best to add the aljove to >Ir. Kingsford's essay, being

desirous that the reader sliould possess all that is in our j)osse.ssion on the

Hubjecl. If there be any discrepancy in the suggestions of ditlerent writers,

lu' r:iu decide for himself. On tlie whole, with the statistics and directions

hen^ given, any man, (U- company, nniy, we apprehend, decide as to the

cost and e.vpeijicney nf building a jiLink road; and with such directiuiis and

diagnims, any good carpenter can execute the work.

THE MOULDEBART.

The implement here illustrateil, is now nmre generally known than it was
twenty-six years ago, when the present Ivlitor nf the i'liuigii, the Loom, and
the .\uvil, eaused it to be engraved for the American Earmer, from a work,
then recently publisheil, on El-KMisit lIisisANlntv.

It seems to have served as a nnidel fur scrapers usihI in the construction

of turnjiike and other roads, water-ponds for cattle, iVe., and it is obvious that

such an iniplenieut would be highly useful for many purposes, besides making
jilaidv and other ro;i(ls, where loosened earth is to be moved to a short dis-

tance. I>y its means, fir example, old dunghills and farm yards, being
ploiii;he(l up, nitiy be (|uicli Iv collecte(l in masses, ready foi- being transported

liy oilier conveyances to any distance. It might be iised too fir constructing

rough ditches, and for collecting tlu' ploughed earthen head-lands for making
COIMpO.-itS.

The author of the woi'k on l''leinish Husbandry says, "Too much cannot

lie saiil in favour of its etiicaey in removing soil from one part of the fiehl to

another, in the easiest and most t>xpeditious niaiuier, which has estalili>hed

its general use in Maiidcrs, and ought to recommend it everywhere. The
jicrson \vhu drives with long rein.s, by pressing moderately on tiie handle as


