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told him, that thefubjefts of the king of Great Britain

trading to China, had complained to him, the com-
modore, of the vexatious impoficions both of the

merchants and inferior cuftom-houfe officers, to which
they were frequently neceffitated to fubmit, by rcafon

of the great difficulty of getting accefs to the Man-
darines, who alone could grant them rcdrefs ; that ic

was his, Mr. Anfon's, duty, as an officer of the king
of Great Britain, to lay before the viceroy thefe griev-

ances of the Britifh fubjedls, which he hoped the

viceroy would take into confideration, and would give

orders, that hereafter there (hould be no juft reafon

for complaint. Here Mr. Anfon paufed, and waited

fome time in expedation of an anlwer ; but nothing

being faid, he alked his interpreter if he was certain

the viceroy underftood what he had urged ; the in-

terpreter told him, he was certain it was underftood,

but he believed no reply would be made to it. Mr.
Anfon then reprefented to the viceroy the cafe of the

ihip Haflingfield, which having been difmafted on
the coaft of China, had arrived in the river of Canton
but a few days before. The people on board this

veflel had been great fufferers by the fire •, the cap-

tain in particular had all his goods burnt, and had loft

befide, in the confufion, a cheft of treafure of four

thoufand five hundred Tahel, which was fuppofed

to be ftolen by the Chinefe boat-men. Mr. Anfon
therefore defired that the captain might have the

affiftance of the government, as it was apprehended

the money could never be recovered without the

affiftance of the Mandarines. To this requeft the

viceroy made anfwer, that in fettling the emperor's

cuftoms for that Ihip, fome abatement ftiould be

made in confideration of her loffes.

And now the commodore having difpatched the

bufinefs with which the officers of the Eall India com-
pany had entrufted him, he entered on his own affairs -,

acquainting the viceroy, that the proper feafon was

already fet in for returning to Europe, and that he

wanted only a licence to (hip off his provifions and

L 1 2 ftores.


