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176 DOMINIQUE DE GOURGUES. [1568.
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They were hanged where the French had hung

before them ; and over them was nailed the inscrip-

tion, burned with a hot iron on a tablet of pine, " Not

as to Spaniards, but as to Traitors, Robbers, and

Murderers. "1

Gourgues's mission was fulfdled. To occupy the

country had never been his intention ; nor was it pos-

sible, for the Spaniards were still in force at St.

His was a whirlwind visitation, — to

ruin, and vanish. He harangued the

Indians, and exhorted them to demolish the fort.

They fell to the work with eagerness, and in less

than a day not one stone was left on another. ^

Gourgues returned to the forts at the mouth of

the river, destroyed them also, and took up his march

for his ships. It was a triumphal procession. Tlie

Indians thronged around the victors with gifts of fish

and game ; and an old woman declared that she was

now ready to die, since she had seen the French once

more.

The ships were ready for sea. Gourgues bade his

1 " Je ne faicts cecy comme a Espaignolz, n'y comine a Marannes
;

mais comme a traistros, vollenrs, ct meurtriors."— De Gourgues MS.
Mamnne, or Marane, was a word of reproach applied to Spaniards.

It seems originally to have meant a- Moor. Michelet calls Ferdinand

of Spain " ce vieux Marane avare." The Sjianish Pope, Alexander

the Sixth, was always nicknamed Le Marane hy his enemy and

successor, Rovero.

On returning to the forts at the mouth of the river, Gourgues hanged

all the prisoners he had left there. One of them, says the narrative,

confessed that he had aided in hanging the French.

2 " Ilz feirent telle diligence qu'en moiugs d'ung jour ilz ne laissereut

pierre sur pierre,"— De Gourgues MS.
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