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to that of our faithful Indian allies, is a most necessary and 
important point.

The boundary line, as supposed to be fixed in 1783, betrays, 
at its commencement, in its course, and at its termination, the' 
greatest ignorance of the geography* and of the natural features 
and utilities of the vast regions through which it runs.

The framers of that treaty, on the part of Great Britain, in­
stead of insisting, according to their instructions, on the river 
Penobscot being the boundary between New Brunswick and 
the United States, abandoned that point, and allowed the line 
to be carried as far as the river St. Croix, giving up an extent 
of sea coast of nearly fifty leagues, though the Penobscot was 
the utmost northern point to which the limits of the New 
England States were before supposed to extend. At the same 
time the mouth of the St. Croix was uncertain, nor was it 
settled till 1798 what river was exactly meant by that,name.

This river falls into Passamaquoddy Bay, part of the Bay of 
Fundy, in the latitude of 45* 5' north; and American en» 
croachment has been at work here also, and surreptitious pos­
session has been obtained, by the State of Massachusetts, of 
three islands in Passamaquoddy Bay, which are of considerable 
importance to the security and to the trade of the adjacent parts 
of New Brunswick. These islands, which are the Mooses 
Dudley, and Frederic, being at the time, and previous to the 
conclusion of the treaty, of 1783, part of Nova Scotia, come 
undeniably within the exception made in the treaty, by which 
the American territory was allowed to comprehend dll islands 
within twenty leagues of the United States, M excepting such ‘ 
“ as now are, or heretofore have been, within the limits of the 
“ said province of Nova Scotia*.”

The line then runs up the river St. Croix to its soorce#A(é 
thence in a southerly direction along- the height of land fitJn* 
which that river flows, till it strikes the forty-fifth degree of / 
north latitude. And here, again, the ignorance or inattention T'
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* See Map of Passamaquoddy Bay. No. I,


