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throuf^li Mario do Medicis and her Italian

fiivorile, Coneini, otherwiso the Marquis of

Anac. Tlie Court ilseU' was excited by

quarrels and intrigues of the mostconiemp-

tihle character. At last, Condi', himself a

Bourbon, took up arms, and was supported

by the Duke of Vondome and other pro-

minent notal)les. Mario de Medicis at first

attempted her usual intrigues, with x view

of bringing about a reconciliation with the

clisafTeeted ; but, finally, the political ditfi-

eulties resulted in a civil war, which la-ted

for a considerable period.

There is on the Upper Seine a little town

of the name of Mori. Here tho insurgents

had established themselves in the autumn

of 1615, and Poutrincourt was ordered to

reduce the town, as he held a prominent

position in the King's army. He succeeded

in the attempt, but at the cost of his own

life. An epitaph inscribed on his tomb at

St. Just, in Champagne, states that " he

was slain by Pi.sander, who wickedly moved

a eaiapult, and struck him on the heart, in

liio month of December, 1615, in the 58th

year of his age." On the same autliority

we learn that there was also an epitaph of

Poutrincourt cut into the trees and marble,

on the coast of New France :

—

"Chara Deo soboles, neopliytl mel,
Novn' Kranolie Incolie,

chrlHtlcoliB

()Uos ego,

Ulo ego sum mngnus Mai^amu uester

Potrliicurtiiis,

super letliera natus

In quo olim,i»pes vcstrii.

VosHl fofollttinvhlia

lugotc,

Virtus moa me penlliJU; vol)ls

glorlam menm alterl dnro

nequlvl.

Itcrum lugete."

Freely translated :

—

" Ye progeny so dear to OotI,

Inhabitants of New France,

whom I brought over to tho

Fiilth of Christ. I am Poutrincourt, your

great chief, in wliom was once your liope.

If envy deceived you, mourn
for me. My courage

destroyed me. I could

not liand to another

the glory that I won
among you. Cease

not to mourn for mc."

Baron de Poutrincourt may justly be

considered tho founder of Port Royal, for

tliough Do Monts was at first the leader in

the Acadian expedition of 1604, yet ho

virtually abandoned it after a short struggle

against the diirieultios that surrounded him,

and yielded all the responsibi)ity to his

friend. Garneaii, indeed, says that he may

be regarded as " the real founder of A.^adia

itself, as a French colony ; for the destruc-

tion of Port Royal did not cause the aban.

donment of the province, which ceased not

to be occupied, at some point or other, by

tlie remaining colonists, whose number was

augmented from time to time l)y other im-

migrants."*

Poutrincourt's conduct tliroughout the

difliculties which met him in attempting to

establish Port Royal is certainly entitled to

our admiration. In his courage, energy,

and perseverance, he was a type of a class

of which the history of America ad'ords

many examples. The perils of unknown

seas and illimitable forests were not the

cliief dilUeullies that the pioneer of civiliza-

tion in America had to encounter. A thou-

sand obstacles, arising from commercial

jealousies anil rivalries, and from religious

dissensions, had to be met and overcome.

We have seen how often Poutrincourt's

success was marred by these dirticuliies,

and how bravely he .struggled against them,

thougli, unliap]nly, all in vain.

Port Royal, in later years, arose from its

ashes, and the llour-dc-lis, or the rod-cross,

lloated from its walls, according as tho

French or tho English were tho victors in

the long struggle that ensued for tlie pos-

se,ssion of Acadia. With tho foundation of

Halifax, however, Port Royal became a

place of little importance, and sank into

obscurity. Notiiing now remains to tell of

its former French owners. Tho scene that

now moet,^ tlie eye of tho tourist is very

diflorent from what it was in tho days of

• After the destruction of Port Royul, Hlon-

eourt niid a low others remained among the

Indians In Acadia, but we possess no accura(o

Information respecting his future career. He
is sujiposod to have died in 1623.


