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Deaim.v J^eloakd :

The Apostle 8t. Paul, writing to the Ephesians

concern iiig the ,!L»ii'ts received thr(»ugh Christ our Saviour

said :

— *' For by grace you are saved through Faith

;

and this not of yourselves, lor it is the gift of God."

(Eph. ii., s.) Not of ourselves then can we gain ever-

lasting life ; but through tlie supernatural aids of

Faith and grace, teaching our intellect the eternal truth,

and inclining our will to seek and embrace, and prac-

tise in our dailv life that truth. The faculties of our

s(Md, and the powers of our body, must in their own
way offer service to our Creator. Our first duty is to

strive to know the will of God ; and our hrst obliga-

tion is to do it as soon as it is known Faith will

enable us to know the former, and grace will aid us to

do the latter. The holy Apostle warns the Ephe-

sians in the same Epistle to " walk cicumspectly, not

as unwise, but as wise redeeming the time, for the diiys

are evil." ''Wherefore," he adds, ''become not unwise,

but understanding what is the will of God."—(Eph. v.,

15, 1(), 17.)

If the days were evil when the Apostle wrote this

—

if it were necessary to warn the faithfid to walk circum-

s[)ectly, and not to become unwise with the inany who
did not endeavour to understand " what is the Avill of

God," it is no less necessary to renew that warning now.

lor surely the days are evil, and the times dangerous.

We have not the open brutality and public vices of

l)agan times : we have a better ordered state of society,


