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Tinte Allocation

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

BULSINESS OF TUE HOUSE
ALLOCATION 0F TIME TO CONSIDER REPORT STAGE AND TFIIRD

READING 0F BILL C-85

The I-buse resumed, fromn Tuesday, December 14. considcr-
ation of the motion of Mr. Whclan:

That, in relation t0 Bill C-85, an Act to establish a corporation called
Canagrex to promote, facilitate and engage in the export of agricultural and food
produets frein Canada, one sîtting day shall be allottcd to the consideration of
each of the report stage and the thîrd reading stage of the Bill; and

That fifteen minutes before the expîry of the time prosided for (iovernment
business on those days, any proceedtngs before the Flouse shaif be interrupted. if
requîred, for the purpose of thîs Order and, in turn, evcry question then necessary
in order to dispose of the stage of the Bill then under considerition shafi be put
forthsvith and successivefy without f nrther debate or amendmcent.

I-on. E. F. Whelan (Minister of Agriculture): Madarn
Speaker, up until thts tine I have witinesscd thc clear intent on
thc other side-

Mr. Hnatyshyn: Where are Your friends? Have vou nu
friends? There is nobody sitîing near you.

M'r. Whelan: ---that they have nlo intention ot iettin,-g Bill C -
85 mnove through a spcedv rcading.

An I-on. Membher: You îhreaîened to restgn. llxfî reaill
frightened us.

Mr. WheI9n: Il his heen satd publiciy tn somec quarlers ut
Ibis House that îheV %v~ili evcn prescrnt, if aI ail possible, a vote
on third reading. 'For tbis rcason. Mvadanm Speaker. afnd
beeaUse titis legisiation is su vital lu the conîinued growîh of
agricultural export developtîtent in C anada, i neither .fpoiogi7e
nor regret miovtng ltme allocation. 1 repeat Madam Speaker,
lime allocation. So miany peuple have Used the terminoloy
'ciosure--

An Hon. Member: Il is the saine thing.

Mr. Whelan: This is nul closure. lime allocation in Illte
N'other of Parliament is aumiatie wtth practiealiy ail Bis.
There is an order put througlh in this furmi if they cannot agree.
but 99 per cent of' the lime they agree on lime allocation for
second reading, cominilîce stage, and su un, and then f'or
bringing the legisiation back mbt the Flouse. Il is ail agrecd
before a Bill even ttîuves mbt the lluse for second reading.
One would think that the Governmienî was creating somielhing
different, sontie kind of a monster, but tinte limttiation is used
in the Niother of Parliamient pracîically ail the limie.

In Canada, one would alimost think sxhen we suggesl muoving
mbt the twenîieîh century with parlianîentary procedure that
we are doing sonîeîhing thaî is undemnocratie. It would be hard
to cunvince anyone in the Mother of Parliament afl Westmin-
ster that Ihat wvas undemocraîte.

Mr. Andre: Their Ministers resign xvhcn îhey transgrcss.

Mr. Whelan: They do Ibis, as a malter of tact, evcry day.
and when we suggesî doing somcîhing like that here, i is
looked upon as being sonmeîhing su different. TFinte atllocation

funettons in Britain and îhey have used the rule that they
abide by about 99 limes. What is regrettable is the frustration
caused by the attempt lu pass this important legisiation which
will assist agiculture export extension.

In recent weeks we have seen the Conservative Governmient
of Ontario set lime allocation on legisiation vital lu the publie
good. As 1 have said, in the British pariianientary system lime
allocation is a correct and needed mechanism, and v.e should
use il here mure ofien.

Someone accused me the other dlay--I heard the îhings they
were saying while 1 was siîting here of knowing nothing
about democracy. 1 have been elecîed ever since 1 was 21 years
of age. 1 used lu run an election campaign every year. For
someone lu tel] me that 1 know nothing about demiocraey is a
uittle bit much; in fact. il is more thatt tnuch. 1 have scrved on
different boards. i have been re-elecîed lu this Flouse several
limes since 1962, in fact in ever, e lection up until 1980. To sas,
that I knoss noîhing of democracy. afler seeing sontie of' the
things svhich are dune in this House which ceave someîhing lu
be dcsired, is uni usl.
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1 swunder if sontie N4embers understand how demnocracy
sworks \vhen we sec whaî is atlempted here. Wiîh regard lu
Canagrex. efforts tu gel agreemtent on titis Bill have been
sîymied. ttîatnly hy t he Officiai Opposition who made state-
mienîs cuncerning the legislaîton that in 1110sf instances were
comipleîelv unt'ounded. 1 am uîîterly appalled .vith regard lu
wvlat îhcv have said abut Canagrex and what il is inîended tu
do.

Somne provincial Miniters of Agriculture have been quoîcd
as lu %vhaî lhey believe Canagrex is going lu do. 1 suggesî that
they check the laws. rules and regulations in their provincial
legisiative assenîblies governing their Crown corporations.
Over haif of îhem have the power lu buy and seil. That is true
in cvery Province in Canada.

In the cItter which the Leader of thic Opposition (Mvr. Clark)
wrole lu the Prime Minister (M'r. Trudeau), he quoîcd the
Auditor General. Hosxever. he did nul quote him as far as he
should have. The Auditor General is quite happy wvtl whaî sve
arc going lu do about Canagrex. The Nietnbers of the Comnit-
tee are awarc of' ltha. In fact, il svas said several limes ut
Cormmttc.

In Cotttmittee, there were 14 amcndmnents made lu the 41
Clauses of the Bill. Il has been satd that îhts Minister of
Agriculture is uncompromising, that he wiil not bcnd. he is
inflexible, he is sîubborn, he is bull-headed. How oflen have
those kinds of concessions been made'? If Hon. Mettîbers want
lu quote the Auditor General, let us hear what he htad lu say
about the Deparîmient. Talking about the Deparîment of
Agriculture he said:

We found no serions deficiencies in the Department's planning and manage-
ment actîs ities.
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