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Mr. Gregg: Mr. Speaker, I can only speak as training can assist workers who have
offhand, but in the maritime region, to which been laid off in industries where production
I believe my hon. friend is referring, my has declined, the Department ai Labour is
opinion is that it has been reduced slightly prepared to make its facilities iully avail-
so far owing to dieselization, but not I believe able. While that may only take care ai a
by competition from coal from other areas. small part of the problem, it means that

The hon. member for Vancouver-Quadra every unskilled worker who can be made inta
referred to the delegations which visited a skilled or semi-skilled worker is almast
Ottawa last week. Members of the govern- automatically assured ai employment an a
ment have been meeting a good many delega- year-round basis.
tions during the past week or so on this Today there are very iew skilled workers
matter of unemployment. The hon. member without work. Wherever workers are wîll-
referred particularly to meetings with the ing ta enter other fields ai emplayment, the
joint delegation of the Trades and Labour Department ai Labour in co-operation with
Congress of Canada and the Canadian Con- the provincial gavernments is prepared ta
gress of Labour which came to meet mem- help them acquire greater skills under the
bers of the government last Thursday. We Canadian vacatianal training program. Over
discussed, in the presence of many members the years since world war II some 408
of this house from all parties, many of the thousand persans have been trained under
problems connected with the present unem- this progran, apart iram thase trained in
ployment situation. Hon. members know vacatianal schaals. It is impassible ta assess
the tenor of the discussions, and I do not think haw much the development ai Canada, by
any hon. members present could say that this means, is due ta the training received
anyone gave anyone else a lecture. I cer- by nearly hali a million young people,
tainly did not. They did not give us a lecture included in which figure, ai course, is the
and I am certain the Minister of Finance (Mr. great body ai young men and women wha
Abbott) did not attempt to give them a lec- came out ai the services and taak up vaca-
ture. I did state, as reported, that I felt in tianal training. At least an equal number
discussing this question of statistics that while have received training in these vacational
everyone was entitled to his own opinion, schaals with assistance under aur federal-
our national employment service estimate of provincial training agreement. This total
this year, listed in our 220 offices across includes, in a number ai provinces, persans
Canada, as regards the number of those seek- wha were unemplayed at the time their train-
ing work was greater than those who were ing cammenced. Such people are given an
actually out of work. I believe some of allawance for board and lodging in addition
those present did not agree with that, though ta their training, pravided jaintly by the
I think each of us recognizes that we are iederal and provincial governments.
all entitled to our own opinion. I might also point out that the federal

The close interest which the delegates gavernment is daing a great deal ta pravide
demonstrated, evidence of which is found support ta thase wha are unemplayed. The
in the brief from which the hon. member present unemplayment insurance pragram
quoted, is appreciated by me as Minister of cavers 78 per cent ai aur wage and salary
Labour and by the government. It is our warkers at the present time. This coverage
desire, as it is theirs, that human hardship bas increased since 1945, as the figures I am
be lessened as much as it can possibly be. naw about ta give will demanstrate.

Some of the proposals laid before the gov- On Navember 1, 1945, the total number ai
ernment in their joint representation at that wage and salary earners, in round numbers,
time are already being implemented. For was 3,083,000. The number cavered by unem-
ex-ample, an increase in grants to countries playment insurance amounted ta 2,101,000;
that have not the same opportunities for the percentage covered by unempînyment in-
development as Canada. The other rep- surance amounted ta 68 per cent. On Novem-
resentations that they made will be given ber 1, 1949, these figures were, 3,688,000
careful study. workers, 2,569,000 were cavered by insurance,

There is no doubt some of the industries I 70 per cent. On Navember 1, 1953, the
have mentioned are experiencing difficulties, total number ai warkers amounted ta 4,107,000
but offsetting these there are many which ansrane ws31,0 r 78 pe cent.
are in excellent condition, even in mid-
winter. I shall not review these today$148 millionwintr. shh nt reiewthee tdaywas paid out in uneinployment insurance
because I hope some of my colleagues may benefits, as well as supplementary bene-
wish to speak later on in this debate on these fits paid ta workers whase benefit rights
matters. I would like to say that in so far expired between January 1 and April 15.

[Mr. Brooks.]


