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Peace Treaties

and a half years ago in the blitz at Plymouth.
She was a good mother. I lost my oldest
brother on the Normandy beachhead. My
second brother left a leg in Belgium. My
father is in a mental institution as a result
of the ravages of the German bombings of a
year or two ago.” Then he went on, “I just
came here because I heard there was a meet-
ing about peace; and, mister, I just hoped
that somehow, somewhere, sometime, some-
body will do something to see to it that what
happened to our little home could never
happen to anybody else’s little home any
place else in the world.”

That is our challenge, Mr. Speaker; I sug-
gest we accept it.

Mr. M. J. COLDWELL (Rosetown-Biggar) :
Mr. Speaker, in view of the proximity of the
meeting of foreign ministers in Moscow this
debate is indeed very timely. The govern-
ment, I think, should have some expression of
the views of this house, both on the manner
in which our representations should be made,
and on the views to be expressed on behalf
of the Canadian people.

One difficulty in discussing matters of this
kind of course is found in the inflexibility of
the rules of this house. Compared with the
British house we have few opportunities of
debating matters such as this which are of
immediate concern.

There is, I am certain, unanimous dissatis-
faction with the very minor role which has
been assigned to us—particularly concerning
the German settlement. It cannot be empha-
sized too often or too emphatically that in
the waging of war against Hitler our nation

contributed men and materials almost with--

out question, and most certainly without stint.
It is meet and proper then that we should
demand recognition of Canada’s right to full
participation in the negotiations of the peace
treaties, and insist that it should be in exact
proportion to our contribution in the waging
of war.

We therefore support fully, Mr. Speaker,
the protests already made by the government
against the limitations imposed upon Canada
by the foreign ministers of the great powers.
Experience at the Paris peace conference last
July, as the hon. member for Peel (Mr.
Graydon) has just remarked, warns us that
the position to which we were relegated at that
time restricted our freedom of action, limited
the scope of our contribution, and minimized
any influence we might have exerted upon the
peace treaties then formulated. -

The original proposal, to limit the role of
the lesser powers to mere statements of
views—and more particularly, may I add, the

subsequent proposal of the Soviet Union to
modify this by allowing fuller participation of
the twelve smaller powers overrun by Hitler—
is in my opinion outrageous, particularly so
when five of the twelve include White Russia,
the Ukraine, Yugoslavia, Albania, and
Poland. Albania is not yet recognized by
either the British or the American authorities.
This would exclude Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and India, whose parliaments or
governments all declared war and participated
in it from the beginning; while the Soviet
Union and some of the smaller nations were
not only pursuing policies friendly to Hitler,
but for almost two years were actually supply-
ing him with vital war supplies.

We therefore wish to express our complete
agreement with the government’s demand for
full participation in the German and Austrian
settlements. As I said on January 30, an
effort should have been made to secure a joint
protest by nations treated similarly to our-
selves, even to the extent of withholding the
making of any written submission to the
foreign ministers’ deputies conference.

I feel this strongly also because I believe that
nations removed from European and territorial
squabbles, and which made substantial con-
tributions in the war, could be of positive
assistance in the discussions. This was demon-
strated on several occasions at the general
assembly of the united nations, last autumn
when, for example, Canada broke the dis-
armament controversy deadlock by suggestions
which for weeks the great powers had ignored.
It cannot be argued that European settlements
concern us little. As the hon. member for Peel
indicated, twice in our generation Canada has
been called upon to sacrifice her blood, her
sweat and her tears, because of wars which
originated in Europe and which were not of
our making. Thus we have both a vital con-
cern and a right to the fullest participation
in the peaceful settlement of that sorely
distressed continent.

Canada, I say, is vitally interested in
every phase of the peace settlement. Politi-
cally and economically the world is one. We
cannot be secure or prosperous if any part
of the world is insecure or depressed. All
Europe is in a shocking state. The devasta-
tion of war has created economic and social
chaos, and unbelievable distress. In Great
Britain the ecrisis is acute; the outlook in
France is uncertain. Last week 50,000 vet-
erans demonstrated in Brussels, and we heard
news yesterday of more demonstrations in
that city. Widespread famine and disorder
in Italy are actually threatening the rise of
new semi-fascist organizations. In Hungary,



