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bas been carrying on a butcher business for
years and who now finds hirnself in difflculty
because the.only type of bogs that he can get
is, as the minister says, the off-grade hogs.

Mr. QUELCH: Laat year I received a
complaint about the grading of hog carcasses.
This year I received a number of coniplaints
about grading dockage. It bas become very
severe. I received one letter wbich said tbat
a 740 pound bog bad been paid for at the rate
of three cents a pound. Could the rninister
explain what a hog like that ia used for? I
should bave tbought if it were used for
anything it would be worth more than three
cents a pound. Is it rendered down or used
as sausage meat?

Mr. GARDINER.- It would be rendered
down. I arn afraid I had more trouble rnyself
with a hog of that kind recently than the
gentleman who wrote the letter. I bad one
that I estimated weigbed 800 pounds. I sent
birn in to the cooperative at Winnipeg and
hast birn altogether.

Mr. QUELCH: Wbat happens to the hog?

Mr. GARDINER: I have not been able
to find out wbat happened to that one.

Mr. TUSTIN: I should like to asic a
question with regard to the deductions that
are made on hogs below grade B. Asi the
minister said a few moments ago the $3 that
used to be deducted bas been wiped out under
the new system. Io that in reality a fact?
I arn given to understand that in many cases
where hogs are graded below B the deductions
are greater than they were before. I arn not
certain as to whether there are ss rnany grades
now as there were before the present system
carne in. Apparently the government has set
a basic price for grades A and B. What reduc-
tions are made for grades behow B? If the
regulations are not set by tbe governxnent, wbo
sets tbem, and are those reductions left
entirely in the bauds of the packing plants?

Mr. GARDINER: I arn afraid I would not
be in a position to give tbe prices for the .
ýdîffereut grades as they are established on the
different markets, otber than that the B1's on
the Toronto market are, I think, about $17.25
at the present time, wbile the B2~s and B3's
are about tweuty-flve cents under that figure
and the C'a are about $16.60. I have the
;average prices for hast week, as follows:

A ............................ $17 60
Bi............................ 17 20
B32............................ 16 95
B3 ............................ 1695
c......................... 15 95
D)............................. 1570
Light ......................... 15 70

Mr. JACKMAN: Would the minister amn-
plify the statement he made yesterday ta the
.effect that to-d«y we are sending Britain as

much bacon and ham as she got from ail the
other countries of the world- hefore -the war.
What was the total consumption of Britain in
normal pre-war years? Then may I ask a
further question. If Canada should be for- >
tunate enough to send 900,000,000 pounds of
bacon this year, would that have any effect on
the four-year contract, which extends to 1947?
Would that lessen the amount we might send
under the present contract d.uring the next
three years?

Mr. GARDINER: The quantity consumed
by Britain the year before the war began was
about 1,400,000,000 pounds. 0f course she is
not consuming that much now; ber people are
rationed. I have flot the -exact figures before
mue as to the British consumption at present,
and what part of that consumption we suply,
though 1 could obtain them. The Americans
are sending some, but the greater part is sent
from this country. I undierstand that about
sixty-two or sixty-three per cent of their hog
products cornes from Canada, but about eighty
per cent of the bacon and harn is sent from
Canada. The Americans are sending more of
the fat type of hog in the form of pork than
we are sending from this country.

On the other question, the answer is that it
would not make any difference in succeeding
years if we should send over 900,000,000 pounds
this year. Under the new agreernent which is
being negotiated we would stili supply 500,000,-
000 pounds next year, as a minimum; and if
they required as much nex!t year as this year
we could send over another 900,000,000 pounds
next year if we had it. I do not know whether
the hon. member was in the bouse this after-
noon wben I corrected the statement I made
last evening. I said I bad been wrong in
stating that final agreement had been reached
witb regard to the years 1946 and 1947. I dis-
covered this morning that those negotiations
are not complete, and that we are not sure of
the quantities and prices for those years. As
far as 1944 and 1945 are concerned, however,
while I doubt if we shall send over 900,000,000
pounds this year, though we may corne fairly
close to it, even if we do we shail stili bave
500,000,000 pounds to send over next year, and
anything more Britain requires in addition.

Mr. STIRLING: But stili this is to be a
four-year contract?

Mr. GARDINER: We are boping it will be.
We may have to make sorne adjustments; dis-
cussions are going on, but we are hoping that
it will be a four-year contract.

Mr. JACKMAN: Could the minister arn-
plify at ahl what may happen in 1946 and
1947? If be cannot say definitely that 500,-
000,000 pounds will be the objective, could he
say whether it wilI be more or less tban that
amount?


