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from the government of the United Kingdom,
his majesty's minister at Budapest has broken
off diplomatic relations with Hungary. By
reason of this action it is necessary for me to
make a further statement.

There is no Canadian diplomatic mission in
Hungary, and there are no Canadian govern-
ment offices of any sort within that country.
There has therefore been no occasion for any
action by the Canadian government with a
view to recalling Canadian governiment officials
from Hungary. There are, however, two
Hungarian consulates in Canada, and action
is being taken with regard to them.

The breaking off of diplomatie relations
does not necessarily bring about a state of war.
On the other hand, it was not possible, even
at an earlier stage, to overlook the fact that
Hungary was contiguous to territory under
German domination, and that Hungary's
alignment with the axis, and the according to
the enemy of privileges with regard to troop
movements and like matters, was not con-
sistent with neutrality. Hungary accordingly
was made proscribed territory, and transac-
tions with that country were subjected to
the regime of the trading with the enemy
regulations. These measures were precaution-
ary, and consistent with the continuation of
diplomatic relations. No steps were taken,
however. to interfere in any way with the
maintenance by the Hungarian government
of its consulates within this country.

The action of the Hungarian government in
enabling the enemy to use Hungarian ter-
ritory as a basis for unprovoked and unwar-
ranted aggression against Yugoslavia, as well
as the action of the government of the United
Kingdom in breaking off diplomatic relations,
make it necessary to reconsider the position
of the consulates. Arrangements therefore are
already in progress to provide for the im-
mediate withdrawal from this country of the
Hungarian consulates, both at Montreal and
at Winnipeg.

The position of Hungarians within this
country is similar to that of Roumanians and
Bulgarians. They are not, for the time being,
being treated as enemy nationals, and, tech-
nically, a state of war does not exist with
any of these countries. The overwhelming
majority of the Hungarians in this country,
including both Hungarian nationals and those
who have become naturalized, are loyal and
law-abiding citizens. They will not be dis-
turbed so long as their conduct conforms to
our laws and is consistent with the allegiance
which, under the laws of Canada, is due from
all residents, irrespective of their national
status or racial origin.

THE LATE LORING CHRISTIE

PASSING OF FORMER CANADIAN MINISTER TO THE

UNITED STATES

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) : It is with deep regret that
I inform the house of the death in New York,
this morning, of Mr. Loring C. Christie. Hon.
members may recall that, on February 17, I
stated that the condition of Mr. Christie's
health would necessitate a prolonged absence
from his post as Canadian minister at Wash-
ington. At that time it was our earnest hope
that a period of rest and relief from the duties
and anxieties of his office would result in the
restoration of his health. Unhappily that
hope has not been realized.

In the passing of Mr. Christie, Canada has
lost an exceedingly able and devoted public
servant whose influence made itself felt in
the shaping of national affairs and inter-
national relations during two very critical
phases of our history. Mr. Christie was an
adviser of the late Sir Robert Borden on
questions of imperial and international rela-
tions throughout the last war, and at the
peace conference at Paris in 1919. During the
latter part of the conference on the limitation
of armaments, which met at Washington in
1921-22, Mr. Christie acted as secretary-general
of the British empire delegation.

In 1923, Mr. Christie resigned as legal
adviser of the Department of External Affairs
to form a business association. He returned
to the public service in 1935. In the four
years which preceded the outbreak of the
present war, he served as counsellor in our
Department of External Affairs where his
extensive and intimate knowledge of constitu-
tional and international law, his wide experi-
ence of international affairs, and his sound
judgment were invaluable. In September,
1939, he was appointed Canadian minister to
the United States. In that position he con-
tinued to render services of great value to
Canada.

In Mr Christie's death, the diplomatie
service of Canada has lost one who had con-
tributed largely to its development, and whose
premature passing will be felt as a great loss
not only in Canada, but also in the United
Kingdom and in the United States.

Hon. R. B. HANSON (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Conservative party and on my own behalf, I
wish most sincerely to join in the eloquent
tribute paid by the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) to the memory of Loring
Christie and in the sympathy to be conveyed
to his widow and his son on his untimely
passing.


