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SECOND SESSION-NINETEENTH
PARLIAMENT-OPENING

The parliament which had been prorogued
on the fifth day of November, 1940, met this
day at Ottawa, for the dispatch. of business.

The bouse met at three o'clock, the Speaker

in the chair.

Mr. Speaker read a communication from. the

Governor General's secretary, announcing that
His Excellenc-y the Governor ýGeneral would
proceed to the Senate chamber at three p.m.
on this day, for the purpose of formally open-
ing the session of the dominion parliamen-t.

A message was delivered by Major A." R.*
Thompson, Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, as f ollows:

Mr. Speaker, bis Excellency the Governor
General desires the immediate attendance of
this honourable bouse in the chamber of the
honourable the Senate.

Accordingly the bouse went usp teo the
Senate chamber.

And the bouse having returned teo the Com-
mous ýchamber:

OATHS 0F OFFICE

Right bon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) moved for leave to intro-
duce Bill No. 1, respecting the administration
of oaths of office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

GOVERNOR GENERAL'S SPEECH

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to
i-aform the bouse that when the house did
,attend bis Excellency the Governior General
this day in the, Senate chamber, bis Excel-
lency was pleased to make a speech to, both
houses of parliament. To prevent mistakes,
I have obtained a copy, which is as follows:

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the bouse of Commons:

Since last you met for deliberation, ail coun-
tries have come to have a clearer conception
of the magnitude of the present conflict and
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its menace to civilization. Additional nations
h1ave been threatened with war, or have become
involved in war. But littie of freedom is now
left in Europe. Force and fear have been
supplemented hy subtie intrigue. International
tension has been heightened by the formation
of an alliance between the axis powers and
Japan.

While these events have added enormously
to the uncertainties of the world situation,
other events of even greater sigoîficance have
servcd to confirm our confidence in the ulti-
mate outcome of the struggle. First and fore-
most has been the magnificent resistance of
the United Kingdom. For four months, Britain
has constituted the front line of battie against
the forces of aggression. The spectacular
advance of the enemy has been halted by the
indomitable spirit of hier people.

The destruction of freedom throughout Europe
has awakened, in the western hemisphere, a
fuller consciousness of the nazi menace. In
the face of the comimon peril there has arisen
a dloser association and an increasing measure
of cooperation between the United States of
America and the nations of the British common-
wealth.

You have been summoned at this time that
opportunity may be afforded for the fnllest
consideration and discussion of Canada's war
effort and of national problems which war has
served to intensify or create. You will be fully
advised of international developments; of Can-
ada's cooperation with the United Kingdom,
and of relations with the United States. The
measures which will be submitted to you are
sucli as seem necessary to my advisers for the
welfare of the country, and for the prosecution
of flic war to the ntmost of our strength.

Members of the House of Commons:
Yon will be asked to make financial provision

for expenditure caused by the state of war
which now exists. The estimates for the
current fiscal year will he duly submitted to
you for your consideration and approval.

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the bouse of Commons:

Iu the discharge of your very responsible
duties may Divine Providence guide and bless
your deliberations.

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) moved:

That the speech of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General to both houses of parliament be
taken into consîderation on Friday next, and
that this order have precedence over all other
business except the introduction of bille, gov-
ernment notices of motion and goverament
orders, until disposed of.

Motion agreed to.
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