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It is regrettable that the Prime Minister
sbould have so managed 'as to put himsel-f in
sucb a position that bie should feel ohliged
to bold a plebiscite. But it is the opinion of
many that, having done so, apparently the
onl'y logacal way out for his party would seem
to be a plébiscite.

So mucli laving been said about the plebis-
cite, let us consider the bal-anced programme
of production, whicli was the second point that
attracted me. By that expression the Prime
Minister means, I presume, either (a) baving
the whole Ganadian economy in balance, or
(b) prod'ucing a balanced amnount of each
necessity in our war effort. Whatever the
meaning, agriculture must be our first concern.
It is the most important of aIl industries.
Our farmers now operate at a loss. There
may be some exceptions in somne provinces,
but I affirm. witliout fear of successful contra-
diction that, the farmers of Canada are new
eperating -at a loss; and whereas the producers
of war munitions are said to be operating on a
basis of cost plus ten per cent, it will lie found
that the farmers of Canada are operating
practically on a basis of cost minus ten per
cent.

W'hat is the government deing to bring
about an increase ini natura;l production? By
what machinery does the government get out
te the province, to the county, the munici-
pality, the school district and the farmer: first,
just what it wishes that area -or that farmer
to produce; second, just what the gevernent
will help bim to produce and h.ow it will help
hirs; third, just, what the geverninent will take
when it is produced; feurth, just what prote-
tion the goverument will give the farmer in
preducing it, and how? Does the governmnent
know just what it wants each of the above
units, eacb province, each county, each munici-
pality, to produce, and wliy? How many eggs
does the government, want? We hear reports
of 30,000,000 dozen being required or as many
as we can produce. Why net find eut how
many we think the country can produce and
then appertion that numiber among the varieus
provinces and get down te a businesslike
campaigu in seeking te increase production?

How much bacon dees the gevernment want?
How mucli could it use? How mucli will it
take? The gevernment sliould plan fer the
production cf a certain ameunt of bacen and
of the varieus other farm commodities. Mr.
Speaker, do you know that the farmers are
getting se fed up with the general blundering
and mismanagemenit everywhere apparent in
everything pertaining te the agricultural policy
of this country that they are threatening te
go away and enlist or do anything to get eut
of agriculture.
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fias the geverrement let the individual farmer
know what it expeets him te produce? -If se,
hy wbat means bas it done this? And how
dees it know that the farmer knows? Does
the geverrnnent have any definite idea what
the farmer is going tô do about it, and if
se, how?

As an illustration there is in a certain area
in *my constituency a company which has fer
some years engaged in the production of beet
sugar. This company knows by this time of
year just how many acres of beets it wants
prodiuced and delivered and it sends eut ite
agents te the farmers ail over the area and
signs up the required acreage te within baîf
an acre. The resuit is tbat it knows exactly
bow many acres of beets will be planted, and
the farmer knowýs how many beets lie will be
allowed te seli and wliat the price is going to
lie, te within a dellar-yes, better than that.
If that sort of planning were followed by the
gevernment in the varieus provinces and
counties of Canada witli respect te other
commodities, wbat a wonderful difference it
weuld- make and wliat a tremendous addition
there woulà lie te th1e security, happiness and
peace of tlie farmer.

Wliat has the gevernment done to supply
the farmer with labour te replace the farmer~s
boy wlio lias joined tlie army? Dees the
farmer know wliat the government is geing te
do? fias the government told him indi-
vidually?

Mr. CHURCHI: The gevernment is geing
te bold a referendum.

Mr. BLACKMORE: Dees the gevernment
know that the farmer may seil bis breeding
cows, seil bis chickens, selI bis equipment,
and seIl bis farm or give it up for taxes, and
that after that occurs in a very large per-
centage of tlie areas in Canada the effect
upon our productive capaeity within the next
two years is going te lie disastrous? Wliat ie
tbe matter with tbe mren in charge of the
Department of Agriculture that they are
unable te foresee these things? What we are
going te have, the flrst tbing we know, is
a sort of agricultural repetitien of Hong Kong.
Some goverement member will say: wlio wae
able te foresee for us at a certain time that
such a thing was going te liappen? With
respect te Hong Kong I say that, ninety-flve
per cent of the people cf Canada could foresee
wbat. was hound te liappen befere very long.
Apparently the exceptions were ail in the
cabinet. Ninety-five per cent cf farmers can
see catastrophe ahead witli regard te agricul-
ture. Wliy cannet the government see it?

Wliat is the governxxent doing with respect
te re.serving electricity for the farmer? Tliere
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