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Settlers in Rouyn District

in Rouyn and other parts ýof Quebac, Mr.
Laforce haes wired me that "no families hack
to the land were placed Rouyn or immedia/te
surroundings."

Mr. Marcel Essiambve's telegram. which 1
have read on April 26th (Hansard, p. 4615-0)
was sent from Rouyn and. it mentioned that a
lettar wvas te follow.

I have raceived that letter only yestcrdiay
and I foeward you a copy of it.

You will see by that latter that Mr.
Essiambre or Essiandre is one of the settlers
at La Rivière Solitaire, and that man walkad
the whole way, about twenty miles, froni La
Rivière Solitaire to get somne work in Rouyn
wherafromn hie sent hie telcgram.

1 did nlot mention in the lieuse that Mr.
Essiambro was living at Rouyn, but it appeared
by the telegram itselfweermi a et

MT. Laforce, whol, as yeu said, "acts for the
Canadian National Railways on the committae
with respect to this worlk" has added: "No
back to land f amilies province Quebac- in
distress providcd they have ehown willingness
to work."

You wjll note that Mr. Eesiambre's lettar
lias bean sworn befere a justice of the peace.
The only thing lie asks, and it seeme very
f air, is the visit of an inspecter. He wvites:
"You wvi11 than sce if I perjure myself."

Therefore the sworn statement made by that
man is most serious and deservas every con-
sideration.

Mr. Essiambre says that lie is the father of
an eight menths' child and who is refused milk.
Cen you expact froni sucli a chuld "the will-
ingness to work" mentioned by Mr. Laierce?

Yeu have stated that only two settlcrs had
been assisted by your govarnment in my con-

*stituency -and that ynu believed that the nther
settlevs there haed been placed by the province
of Quebec; but the aliove mcntioned wira came
freni Rouyn and the sender was a settiar from
La Rivière Solitaire.

Therefore, will you kindly let me know et
once if your government lied anything to do
with the settiement of La Rivière Solitaire?
This is my firet question.

My second question is: What; are the settia-
nments te which your government lias made any
contribution in the province of Quebac?

My third question is as follows: If your
goverinnent had anything to do by contribu-
tion or othcrwisc with -the settlement at La
Rivière Solitaire, will you kindly sec to it et
once that an inspecter fvem your departmcnt
is sent there to interview Mr. Essi-ambre and
the people mentioncd in hie latter, in order te
have a truc, complete and impartial report on
the matter which seems to lie vcry serions.

In fact, this morning I have received another
wirc from J. D. Valiquatta, dated Rouyn but
I presume that that gentleman is one oÏ the
settiers of La Rivière Solitaire. You will note
that lie says that his children are vary weak.

1 amn anxious te receive lis lettar and I
will scnd a copy te yeu as soon as 1 get it.

I regret net te have the time te translate
semae of the document@ which I sand Yeu but
it la casier for you te have it donc at once
by yeur staff.

My- only eppeal is te your senise of justice
and te your good heert. This is why I expect
a feir answer with great eagerness.

I wrote enother letter te the lion, gentle-
man on May 1 but as yet I have receivcd
ne answer. 1 desire te take this oppevtunity
te tliank the newspapcrs which have, publislicd
the letter writtcn by Mv. Essiambre. I refer
partîoularly te the newspapevs La Presse, La
Pa-trie, Le Devoir and Le Droit which have
brought these facts te the notice of the public.
Tliey muet be knewn te everyone. Only this
mornjjng I reccived another lettar, elso swovn
te by the sanie gentleman, whicli reads:

Sworn Statemant
I, Marcel Essiamnbre, a settler of Rivière-

Solitaire, hcveby sweav on the Holy Bible and
make the foflwing statament: I arrivcd tliis
evening froni Rivière-Solitaire, together witli my
naplicw Frédéric Larocque, eftar liaving walked
32 miles. As we lied ne money and haed net
caten any food, we had te make up eur mind
te beg for food. Af ter liaving. cxplaincd te
a Rouyn citizen that we wcre poor settlers
liaving come froni Montreal and settled at
Rivière-Solitaire, and that we had net eatan
any dinner that day, lic gave us our supper,
and a bcd for the niglit. Hc sliowed me in the
newepapev "La Presse" wliat the minister,
W. A. Gordon, liad said vegerding the state-
ment I had made in my telegram; the news-
paper containad the following: That my name
did net appear on thc files cf the department,
tliat in the back te the land scheme under the
Dominion goverument, ne sattler was locatad in
Rouyn or surroundings. I deam it my duty
te furnish te the oe whe dafends env cause
in the Hlouse cf Gommons, Mv. J. F. Pouliot,
the f acte endli as sworn te, in erder te make
known the truth and pravant tliosa charged of
rasorting te lies justifying their actions. I
ef t Mentreal on Octobar 6 lest, and efter
readhing Rivière-Solitaire, 1 settlcd on lot 7,
range 8, township of Desandrouin; my f amily
lof t Montreal on Octeber 26 te join me and
ever since then we have been residing on My
lot, located et a distance of 32 miles frem
Rouyn. To-day I eam looking for werk bacause
I eam certain that if I remain on my lot we
eliall all starva te deatli. I have ne hasitation
in advising my relations and friands wlio reside
in Montreal not te coma and, 9attleaet Rivière-
Solitaire, it is a real snara and the bast place
te starve te deatli. AlI eur surroundinge liere
consist in deceit and hypocrisy. Wa are sheme-
fully robbad of the f ew% dollars granted te us
by the city of Montreal and the Dominion
government. The provincial govcrnment doas
net seeni te have paid its quota, bacause the
drivers who transferrad our liouseliold affects
liave net, eccerding te theni, been paid.

I caniot vouoh for tJlise facts; I simply
quota t>he swevn. statement suh se it ta:

Food and other articles ware sold te us et
twica their value. Our lattere are unsealed,
teken out and lest, while the goods sent te us
tlirougli the mail are etelen. We have ne mail
service, we must dapend on every one. If the
minister, Mv. Gordon, wislies te lia better in-
fovmed, let him send soe oe te liold an in-
quiry (some serious persen) and lie will dis-
covar quitea numbar of poor settîcre whlie d
tliair goods stelen, their letters opened or
stolen. For monthes past env member, Mv. Bélft,
lies been pvomising us tliat mail service-


